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THE 


PREFACE. 


ERE I to affure my Rea- 
ders, that the Manuſcript 
7 85 whence this Work was taken, 
was found at Rame in a Wainſcot 
Box, under the Foundation of a 
Houſe, they would cry out ; this 
Author is an admirable Fellow ! Every 
Thing, that he undertakes has ſome- 
what of the marvellous belonging 
to it. In this Rome opens her Bo- 
fom to him, and diſcovers all her 
e in his . Par ve- 
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nue, x a Marchioneſs of the firſt Rank, 
intruſts him with her Secrets; and 
in his Mentor a la- Mode, he enter- 


tains us with Analogies, which have 
never been thought on by any body 


but himſelf : And the firſt Oppor- 


tunity, he will. palm upon us, with 


the ſame Confidence, ſome new Flights 


of his Imagination, and will give 


us, to underſtand, that they are to 
have the greater Regard. paid to them, 
on Account of ſome ſuch Myſtery, mi- 
. raculouſly brought | to Light. 


3 Such are the Cenſures I muſt expect 
from them: What, then, muſt I do 
in this Caſe ? I cannot compel them to 


believe me ; nothing is more free than 
Thought ; and were I in their Stead, 


perhaps, I ſhould ſay more. The Pub- 
lick are to be our Judges ; and, to pafs 
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* A POT Novel of the hank Author's, that 


has been miſerably murdered, under the Title of 
the Fortunate Country-Maid, 
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NF vii 
Sentence on all the Works of Nature: 
Were I defirous of pre- poſſeſſing 
them in my Favour, I would here 
make an Encomium upon their Equity; 
but what would this 'avail me; I 
ſhould acquaint them with nothing 
new, and they would not be a Jot the 
leſs ſevere in their Criticiſms. As for 
falling upon my Knees, and aſking their 
Pardon, in a Preface, as a learned 
Man * fays upon this Head, I am their 
very humble Servant; and renounce 
their Favour, at this mortifying Price. 
But let us leave vain Reflections; fre- 
quently ariſing from the Pleaſure of 
talking of One's Self ; which is a Va- 
nity common. to almoſt all Authors : 
Let us endeavour not to imitate them, 
and return to our Subject. 


A poor Maſon, burthened with ſe- 
ven Children, demoliſhing the Foun- 
dation of a Houſe, in the Street F 
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* Monſieur Boileau. 
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at Rame, found, under a Stone, the 
Box e eien He looked * 
Bout him, to ſee whether he was not 
obſerved by any one; it is ſome hidden 
Treaſure, ſaid he to himfelf; I am 
very poor; it is no Injury to any one; 
I may juſtly convert it to my own Uſe. 3 
Having thus confidered, he pulled off |} 
10 Coat, and wrapt up the Box there- 
Dinner-Time being come, the 
Maſon goes Home, and carries with 
him his ſuppoſed Treaftre: He locks 
himſelf up, and opens the Box; but how 
great was his Dilippcintient, to find 
E nothing but Paper therein! For mere 
4 Madneſs and Vexatinn, he jobbed 
che Tool, whereof” he had made Uſe 
= to get off the Lid, ſeveral Times 
into the Miauſeript; ; and this 
was the Occation of . Chaſms, 
Which our Readers will find i in the Se- 
2 _ of the Work. 


- The 1 poor Maſon ul"; not A 
i his Wife with what had hap- 
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pened to him; charging her at the ſame 
Time not to ay one Word of it : - But 
ſhe had a Neighbour, who was Diſcre- 
tion itſelf; and ſhe informed her there- 
of with the ſame Precaution and Injunc- 
tion. The latter alſo had an inti- 
mate Friend of the ſame Sex, for 
whoſe Prudence ſhe could be an- 
ſwerable ; ſhe was likewiſe let in- 
to the Secret 3 ; in ſhort, in Twenty- 

four Hours not a Soul in Rome was a 
Stranger to it. | 


A buſy knquirer 60 the Tatters or 
Antiquity, who ſet a great Value upon 
the very leaſt Shreds thereof, came 
one Day to the poor Man, and begg d 
him to let him ſee the Box, with the 
Papers he had found. He look'd them 
over with wonderful Care; and was 
in perfect Raptures at the Sicht of the 
Manuſcript; eſpecially, when he could 
not read the Hand, which made him 
conceive a very extraordinary Opinion 

90 | es of 


of it. The Box, now almoſt turned to 


Touch- wood, ſeemed to him to have 


been at leaſt the Cabinet of ſome Ro- 


man Empreſs; he bid the Man, there- 
fore, at the firſt Word, Fifty Crowns 
for the Whole. The poor Maſon, not 
expecting any ſuch Offer, was ſtruck. 
with Amazement; and the Antiquary,, 


taking his Aſtoniſhment for a Refuſal, 


on Account of the Smallnefs of the Sum, 


drawing out his Purſe, clapp'd a Hun- | 
dred Crowns in his Hand; which done, 
they parted from each other very well 


9 


The Howe of Antiquities did not 
* enjoy his new Purchaſe; but, 


died ſuddenly a few Days after ; and 
the unfortunate: Manuſcript was again 


buried in Oblivion. Some Time after, 


©. ſome Thieves broke open a Cabinet, 


belonging to the Deceaſed; upon which. 
a Seal had been put, as. well as upon 
| the. Reſt of his Efſecs. The Box above-- 
mentioned. 


PREFACE xi 
mentioned was depoſited therein, under 
ſeveral Locks; they ſeiz d thereon, 


imagining it 10 be full of 9 of 
Value. 


The Rogue, who had it in his Cuſ- 
tody, was obliged to betake himſelf to 
Flight, the ſame Day, for ſome of his 
Pranks of the iame Kind; and was ſo 
cloſely purſued, that he was forced to 
quit his Country. He was ſeiz'd after- 
wards at Paris, for ſome Tricks of the 
ſame Nature, and the Manuſcript, be- 
ing found in his Poſſeſſion, was lodg'd 
with the Clerk of the Arraignments, in 
whoſe Office it remained many Years. 


It fell, at laſt, into the Hands of a- 
nother Clerk, who underſtood a little 
Italian; and having look'd over it, re- 
ſolved to part with it. He happen'd to 
| hear, I don't know which Way, that I 
was very ready to buy old Nlanuſcripts; ; 
accordingly, he brought it to me, I 

did 
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did not diſlike it, we agreed upon the 
Price, and this it ks: which I now offer 
to the Publick. a 3 


ho found ſome Difficulty in 8 

; but, what ſurprized me moſt there- 
. was, to ſee the Scene laid at Paris: 
The Author muſt have had his Reaſons 


for removing it thither. I did not 


think it material to alter the falſe Names 
that are aſſumed therein, becauſe that 
Was of no great Importance; but, as 
there are ſome ſatyrical Paſſages, againſt 
Perſons i in Power, at the Time when 

it was written, and the Scene being 
laid at Paris, ſome Perſons might have 


made falſe. Applications thereof, I have 
omitted them, as well as ſeveral mon- 


ſtrous, and extraordinary Stories, hard- 
2 to be believ'd, and too different from 
e Cuſtoms as theſe Times. 
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Who Bigand ir. His winden Inclindtivas. | 


He is placed in a Convent, N. Bat W e 
bim there. 2 | 
l 2 
WEIR SHALL not trifle e | 
*. I * er's Time, with the particular Ac- 
N count, of my little Adventures, du- 
ENT TN ring the firſt Vears of roy" infaney; 
wherefore, I ſhall only ſay, thar 1 
was born of Parents who were but mean; and in 


A indifferent Circumſtances. But what is abſohites. | 
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Ms = 
ly neceſſary to be known, is, that I could ſcarce 
walk, before I gave evident Signs, what I ſhould 
one Day be: I had ſuch an unparalled Propen- 
ſity to Curioſity, that I was perpetually liſtening 
at every Door, or peeping through the Key- 
holes; inſomuch that nothing was tranſaQed, 
either at home, or in the neighbourhood, but I 
was exactly informed thereof. | 
The Conſequence of this was, that few Days 
paſs'd over my Head, wherein I was not ill uſed 
on this Account; however, all Chaſtiſement was 
Joſt upon me; my predominant Inclination got 
the better of every thing; and W hipping made 
ſo little Imprefſion upon me, that as ſoon as it 
was over, I uſed to pull off my Shoes, and follow. 
my Father, to-ſee where he hid the Rods; with 
Intent to deſtroy them, according to my ordinary 
Cuſtom: The Cream of the Jeſt was, that I 
was always a Sufferer by this Precaution ; for 
the Rods not being to be found, when they were 
Wanted, a new one was made; and my poor 
Backſide was no Gainer by the Exchange. 
My Father put me to my Book very early, 
and I was a tolerable Proficient; but the ſame 
unaccountable Faculty attended me at School; 1 
was the continual Plague of my School-fellows : 
I watched all their Actions, and gave an exact 
Account thereof to our Maſter. Notwithſtanding 
my Application to my Studies, | ſtill found Time 
enough, when I came Home, to ſet the whole 
Neighbourhood in an Uproar; and was univer- 
_. fally hated. All the married Men were my Ene- 
mies; whenever they went out to the Ale-houſe, 
Tavern, or elſewhere, their Wives were ſure, at 
their return home, to acquaint them with every 
Particular, that had paſſed in their Company. 
As little could the ſingle Women endure m6 Ki 
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or the Miſtreſs, knew the Time, the Place, and 
even Part of the Diſcourſe, that paſſed between 
them. Was a Servant guilty of any Roguery ? 
His Maſter was apprized thereof m a Moment. 
In ſhort, I was called the Spy, and Buſy-Body, 


of the Ward wherein I lived; and not a Week 


. paſſed, wherein I was not brought home, beaten 
almoſt to Mummy, by thoſe who had been Sut- 
ferers, by my unhappy Curioſity. | 
My Father, wearied out by the numberleſs 
Complaints, that were daily made againſt me, 
and fearing I ſhould, one time or other, be killed 
for my inquiſitive Temper, reſolved to ſend me 
from under his Roof; to ſee if that would pro- 
duce any Reformation, He had, in his younger 


Days, been Door-keeper at a Monaſtery ; and 


had kept up a Correſpondence there; he defired 
I might be admitted therein ; and, for his Sake, 
J was taken in, to be under the Cook; with a 
Promiſe to make me, continue my Studies. 
The Lay-Brother under whom I was put, 
ſeeing me of the. Lilliputian Size, fell a laughing 
at me; and aſked, how old I might be: Thirteen, 
Maſter, ſaid I, the fourth of next May. Bleſs 
me, cried he, interrupting me, with a bantering 
Air, I thought you could be but Six at the moſt 
and that all you could ſerve for, would be, to 
put into the Wheel of the Jack, inſtead: of a 
cunning Cur of a Turn-Spit, who gets out of the 
Way, whenever he finds it is about Dinner or 
Supper- time. Don't trouble yourſelf about that 
faid I briſkly, I' render you a good Account of 
your Dog; and he ſhall not ſtir a Step, for the 
future, but you ſhall be amply informed of it. 
We ſhall be finely fitted, replied the ſame Bro- 
ther; (giving a Tap 2 Shoulder, to one of 
. 2 i 


. 


: they ſpoke but to a Sweet-Heart, the Mother, 


| L 4 7] 
his Fellow Servants, whoſe plump, roſy Cheeks 
ſhewed him to be a jolly Boon-Companion) haye 
they bely'd him in the leaſt? Very well, my 
Boy, very well, thou need'ſt only go on ; thou 
wilt not make thy Court amiſs here; I ſhall paſs #® 
1 by thy being a Spy over the Dog; but have a Care 
1 thou art not ſo over any one elſe; if thou ſnouldſſt 
1 thou wouldſt not have a very good Time on't 
here with us. 5 5 I 3 
I gave little Attention to this Diſcourſe ; being 
_ Wholly taken up with ſomething that pleaſed me 
better: I had another excellent Quality, of which, 
through Modeſty, I have not made mention ; I 
was a great Lover of my Belly, and had no Aver- 
ſion to Wine, Whilſt the „ before 
mentioned was reading me this Lecture, ſome of 
the Relicks of the Dinner were brought into the 
Kitchen: whoſe ſavoury Smell was infinitely de- 
lightful to my Noſtrils. I kept my Eyes fixed 
. thereon, and ſaw them put into the Larder; and 
obſerved, with Joy, that they did not take out 
the Key. Some Time after, all the Servants of 
; the Monaſtery, as the Cooks, Gardeners, and 
others, ſat down to Dinner: They placed me 
at one End of the Table, and helped me, to what 
the reſt did not like. I eat but little; they took 
| Notice of it; and, on that Account, were pleaſ- 
to give me Epithet of Sober. 
Dinner being over, and every one being gone 
about his Buſineſs, I waited a fair Opportunity, 
to put in Execution, a liquoriſh Scheme which 1 
had concerted; but was diſturbed therein, by a 
- Curſed Lay-Brother who was Door-keeper : and 
- :Whoſe over-gorg'd Stomachdiſpoſed him to a Nap. Y 
I was in Hopes, each Moment, he would fall into 1 
4 ſound Sleep; and that then I might have Leiſure, 
to take a Review of the Larder ear nene 5 
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My Expectation was in vain; he only ſlumbered 


uneaſily, and opened his Eyes, from Time to 


| Time; his Head nodding one way, and another 3 


and ſometimes getting a Knock againſt the Wall, 


that would wake him, and make him mutter. 


Hereupon I grew ſtark mad; ſcarce had I 


ſtirred two ſteps, before J was forced to return; 


at laſt, quite wearied out with theſe Attempts, I 
I had Recourſe to a Stratagem, to draw him out 


of the Kitchen, I ran to the Gate of the Con- 
vent, and rung the Bell; his Duty called him 


thither ; wherefore, as ſoon as he heard it, he 
got up murmuring. I took Advantage of his Ab- 
ſence; hurried to the Larder, and ſtealing half 


a Turkey and a Bottle of Wine, wraptitup in a 


Napkin, carried it to a Garret aſſigned me for my 
Lodging, which had been already ſhewn me; 


and hid it in the Straw Bottom, of the ſorry Flock- 


Bed, whereon | was to lie; with the laudable In- 
tention, to feaſt myſelf therewith at Night, 

It rejoiced me infinitely, that I had ſo happily 
accompliſhed my Deſign ; but I was ignorant that 
my Garret was next to a Library ; wherein an old 
Monk happened to be reading, when I went up 
thither. They were only ſeparated by a ſorry 
Partition; and the good Father, not knowing for 
what Uſe that Room was deſigned, was deſirous 


to ſee what was doing therein; looking, there- 


fore, through the Joinings of the Boards, he diſ- 
covered, but too plainly, what Buſineſs was go- 
ing forwards. He went directly to the Cook, and 

gave him Notice thereof; whereupon, he reſolved 


to puniſh me for it, in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould 


make me remember it for ſome Time: My Fa- 


ther, undoubtedly, had told him, that I was 


ipured to Beating; and that it made not the 
leeſt Impreſſion upon me. That he might the 
* 22 B - hs <> better | 
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better compaſs his Deſign, therefore, he took 
Care to employ me, in ſuch a Manner, all the 
reſt of the Day, that he had a ſufficient Oppor- 
tunity, to play me the moſt extraordinary Trick, 
that ever entered into the Head of Man; it might 
| juſtly be called, a true Monk's Revenge. 

As ſoon as Supper was over, every one retired 

to his Lodging; and I flew with Pleaſure to m 


_ Garret; though I had not any Light, I flattered 


myſelf, that would not prevent my feaſting my- 


ſelf to my Heart's Content: I faſtened the Door 


on the Inſide, as well as I could; and undreſſed 
myſelf, with Deſign to get into "Bed, and ſtuff 
there, more at my Eaſe: This done, I 5 wa my 
Hand into the Straw, and took out the apkin, 
wherein I had concealed my Theft: I opened it; 
and, to my great Aſtoniſhment, inſtead of a ten- 
der, nice Bit, which I expected to have met with, 
found ſomething both very hard and dry; not 
ſuſpecting yet any Deceit however; but imagin- 
I had touched the Rump Bone, I felt about 
elſewhere, but was never a Jot the better off. 
Did I rake the Carcaſs, with without mindin 
it? ſaid I to myſelf; and yet it did not ſeem 10 
to me. I felt about it then once more, and my 
Fingers got into ſome Holes, where I found 
| ſomething more tender: I thought that the Town 
was then my own; and brought out ſome Mor- 
fels of Fleſh, which were delicious; but there 


was too little, to ſatisfy my voracious Appetite: 
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1 made ſeveral vain Efforts, therefore, to get 


ſome more; but, notwithſtanding my having 4 
| Knife to help to get the Fleſh off, could not 


25 er off the leaſt Bit. 


At laſt, by long ſtriving, I broke ſomewhat z 
it was a little Bone, which I clapt 1 
to my Mouth; but was oor glad to take it away 

ein 
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run before me. 
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mouldy 'Vaſte. This obliged me to have Recourſe 


to my Bottle, to get the filthy Reliſh out of my 


Mouth; but ſcarce had I had one Gulp, before 
I brought it up again, faſter than it went down; 


itt being as bitter as Gall. Not being able to 


imagine the Reaſon of all this, I grew at laſt out 


of Patience, and was reſolved to examine into it; 
and knowing there was a Lamp burning, in the 


Dormitory, adjoining to my Garret, I opened 
the Door, and ran in thither. But, how great 
was my Terror, on ſeeing, by the glimmering 
Light thereof, that my ſo-much-longed-for Tur- 
key, was changed into a ghaſtly Death's Head. 


I let it fall immediately; my Blood ran cold in 


my Veins; and had it not been for the Wall, 
which held me up, I had dropt down . backward. 
The Fall of the dreadful Head, made the whole 


{ - Houſe ring: the poor Monks, not pre-acquainted 
with the Defign, were terrified at the Noiſe, and 


ran to the Doors of their Cells; when, ſeeing 


me in my Shirt, they took me for a Spirit; and 


croſſing themſelves, haſtened again to their Beds, 


again; for it was as hard as Iron, and had a 


where they covered themſelves over Head and 


Ears: Mean while, I ſtood motionleſs, without 
daring to ſtir from where I was; my Hair ſtanding 
up an End, and my Heart beating, as if ready to 
ſtart from its Place. 8 ; 
I ſhould have ſtood a confiderable Time in the 


fame Poſture, had I not met with another freſh 


Cauſe of Terror to renew my Fright; I felt ſome- 
thing rough and hairy paſs between my Legs, 
which made me leap almoſt out of my Skin: I 


betook myſelf to Flight, and ſaw ſomewhat black 


that I could not diſtinguiſh what might be the Oc- 
caſion of it, but by the Mewing of a Cat, whichs 
11 2717 | | "FR 
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So great was my Conſternation, 


wb 
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at that Time, however, I did not take for what 


it was. To add to my Dread, as I ran along, I 


kicked the fatal Skull before me, which ſet it a 


rolling a-new, with a terrible Noiſe. I ſcam- 


pered away, as faſt as my Legs could carry me, 


and hunted about for my Chamber, to hide my- 


ſelf in my Bed. Finding one with the Door half 


open, I took it for mine, ran in, and ſhut it after 


me: I felt about for my Bed, met with one, and 
got haſtily into it; but, good Heavens]! what be- 

came of me, ben J was received with an hearty 
Drubbing, and heard a hoarſe Voice, conjuring 
me, for God's Sake, to tell who I was! Con- 


vinced then of my Miſtake, I leapt out again ; 
overthrew every Thing that lay in my Way, and 


got again to the Door; the fame Voice beſeech- 


ing me all the while to diſcover myſelf; and 1 
could diftinguiſh it a conſiderable Time, even af- 
ter my being in my Garret, which, at laſt, 1 
found out. o 


Next Morning the whole Convent were in an 
Uproar about what had happened in the Night; 


the roguiſh Cook, who had been the Occaſion of 
all the Diſturbance, not having made his Boaft 
thereof to any one, it was whiſpered about, that 
a Spirit haunted the Dormitory ; and many Sto- 
ries were raiſed upon that Head, which were 
widely different from the Truth. There was not 


at 
one, who did not repeat ſome extraordinary Cir- 
cumſtance relating thereto; to which he added 


ſeveral ridiculous Reflections: Some ſaid it was 
one Father An/elm, whoſe Ghoſt walked; and 


that he had always taken a Pleaſure in plaguing 
the Monks in the Night-time : Others averred, 
this Apparition was the Fore-runner of ſome Mif- 


fortune that would befal them; adding that Re 
[dg not live regularly _—_ but muſt reform 
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their Manners: In ſhort, this Accident was the 
whole Subject of their Converſation, till what fol- 
lowed ſoon atter, afforded them a freſh Topick for 
their Diſcourſe. TE | 

The Conſequence of this Adventure was, it 
cured me of my Gluttony; ſo that I never, after- 


wards, had Recourſe to ſuch Shifts, in order to in- 


dulge my Appetite: It gave me an Averſion for 
a long while, to all Manner of Victuals; every 


4 thing I ſaw ſeemed to me a Death's Head; it was 
3X continually before my Eyes: Time at laſt wore 


away this mortifying Conceit; but it has not cu- 
red me, of an incredible Diſlike to Turkies; I 
cannot bear the Sight of them, but turn pale im- 
mediately, and am taken ill. In the mean while, 


1 the miſchievous Rogue of a Cook, who had 
eee me this ſcurvy Trick, took no Manner of 


Notice to me, of what had paſſed; I eould ſee 


| him ſmile frequently, when he looked me in the 
| Face; but as this was very uſual with him, I did 

not reflect at all upon it; nor did he ever tell me 
of it, till above three Years afterwards. | 


Though this Misfortune produced the good Ef- 
fe before - mentioned, it did not cure me of my 


| other Faults; but, as I advanced in Age, I grew 
& ſtil] ſo much the more ſubtle and unlucky. Four 
Fears were ſpent in this Manner, during which 


I made a tolerable Progreſs in my Learning. I had 


contracted a Friendſhip with one of the Novices 
2X who. was old enough to have been a Monk; and in 


whoſe Acquaintance I found a thouſand Advanta- 
ges: He had a prodigious Number of Romances ; 


1 I can't imagine by what Means he had been able 


to get them together; and I uſed to ſpend whole 


Nights in reading them. This Novice was called 

Fryar Angel; but his Name ought, in Juſtice, to 

have been quite the contrary ; he was thoughtful 
FIRES. 1 and 
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and ſullen; and, under a moſt agreeable Aſpect, 
- concealed a Temper addicted to every thing that 
was wicked: As much inclined to Roguery as 1 
might be, I was a perfect Saint, when compared 

=_  - to hin. | 
3 The Maſter of the Novices, who had diſco- 
i - vered his vicious Inclinations, had uſed his utmoſt 
"Efforts to reform him; and, finding that the good 
\ Uſage, to which he had at firſt had Recourſe, had 
been all loſt upon him, had begun to treat him | 
with Rigour. Frequent Abſtinence, with the 
Prohibition of Wine at his Meals, and obliging 
him to work hard, inſtead of allowing him any 
- Recreation, were the next Means whereof he 
made Tryal; but it was all in vain: He found 
the Way to elude, in a great Meaſure, all theſe 
- Mortifications ; for he would filch, out of the 
Kitchen, enough to compenſate for what Re- 
- trenchment was made in his Diet; he would like- 
. | wiſe pilfer Money; and therewith procured Wine 
to regale himſelf, by the Help of a little Boy, 
who uſed to be ſent to and fro' on Errands to the 
- Convent. He was even artful enough to rob the 
| Maſter: of the Novices; but having once been 
. caught in the Fact, the exaſperated Monk, who 
did not underſtand jeſting upon ſo tender a Point, 
had him tyed to a Poſt, by four other Novices, 
where he was laſhed fo ſeverely, that he was per- 
fectly flayed. | 3 
Fryar Angel was ready to burſt with Rage; and 
took a firm Reſolution, to be heartily revenged. 
- 'That he might the better compaſs his Deſign, he 
- pretended to take his Chaſtiſement kindly z- and 
carried his Hypocriſy ſo far, as to thank the good 
Father for it, and own he richly deſerved it, In 
- ſhort he diſſembled ſo admirably, that the Mater 
ol the Novices, who was naturally very goodehu- 
„ "DC | mouted, 
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moured, being nd thereat, reſtored him to 
Favour; abated of his Rigour, with Reſpect to 
his Diet and Labour; and, notwithſtanding the 
Order that had been lett at his Admittance, to 
keep him ſtrictly confined, allowed him more Li- 
berty than uſual ; whereby he gave him the Op- 
portunity to accompliſh his ſo much deſired, and 
ſo long ſtudied, Revenge. 

He came to my Bed-ſide one Night, and ly- 
ing down by me; my dear Bigand, ſaid he, I 


have taken Notice of your ready Wit, and know 
you have a Friendſhip for me: You are no Stran- 


ger to the ſevere Treatment, I have received 
from the Maſter of the Novices ; I have reſolved 


to be revenged on him, and make my Eſcape 


from this Goal; you don't know it yet; and 


though you have not already met with the ſame 


inhuman Uſage, you may depend upon it, you 
will have it in your Turn. What would you do 
here? What would be the End of it? Is it not 


better to get away, and try our Fortune? What- 
| ever befals us, it will be more eligible, than to 


languiſh away our Lives in a Cloiſter. 
I have long had the fame Thought, ſaid 155 


9 over-joyed to lee him in this Mind; why did not 


you mention it to me before? If you had, it 


| would have been done already; I am heartily 


tired, as well as you, of this Kind of Life; and 


have had it in my Head, more than once, to take 
a different Courſe. How glad am I, cried he, 
& embracing me, to find you in this Diſpoſition! 


How ſweet is it to be free ! And how happy ſhall 
we be to travel the World over! Never tear, we 
ſhall not want for any thing. Why ſhould we ſtir 
out of Faris, anſwered I; is it not large enough to 
afford us a Livelihood? I am better acquainted 


* than any one, reſumed Fry ar Angels = 3 
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have acted divers Parts therein, in my Time, ands 


had not Fortune favoured me ſo much, you would 
not have ſeen me here. Were I to ſtay therein, 
therefore, I ſhould be afraid of being again laid hold 
on; and confined fo ſtrictly, that 1 ſhould have no 


Hopes of recovering again my Liberty, ever after. 


I will give you a convincing Proof, dear Bigand, 
of my Friendſhip; and of the Confidence I repoſe. 
in you: Liſten to my firſt Adventures: you will 
afterwards be better' capable of judging, whether 
I dare again appear publicly therein. 


FEC TTT 


CHAP. IL 


. Pryar Angel rebs-his Father, and runs away from 


bim. He meets with a remarkable Adventure, 
at tbe Hotel de Luxembourg. 


| T AM the Son of a Shoe-maker of Auxerre; 


: my Father was famous for breeding Canary- 
Birds, and teaching them to ſing : He had always 
Abundance of them by him, of all Sorts and 
Prices; and the Profit, he made of them, enabled 
him to live very comfortably. I was likewiſe 
brought up a Shoe-maker ; and was ſo great a 
Proficient at my 'Trade, that I earned twice as 


much by er as the ableſt of our Jour- 


neymen. Whenever a Pair of Shoes were be- 
ſpoken, in a great Hurry, I was always pitched 


upon to make them; and, when I carried them 


home, they were ſo much ſurprized at my Diſ- 
patch, that they always gave me ſomething 
handſome to drink; this it was made me a 
Debauchee. i 3 
As I was never without Money, I never wanted 
Friends to help me to ſpend it: They had ente- 
ed me into the Fraternity of Bottle- * / 


| C73 3 3 
I took Abundance of Pleaſure in tippling, and was 
terribly mortified, when I was forced to keep 
away from the Tavern, and ſtay at Home in the 
Shop. My Father was not long before he took 
notice of my Debauchery ; accordingly, he chaſ- 
tiſed me for it, which nettled me to the Soul 
and he repeated his Correction ſo often, that I re- 
| ſolved to run away from him, as ſoon as I could 
find a favourable Opportunity. | 
Ever ſince I had left off working, Money for my 
ſuperfluous Expences fell ſhort, and which was 
worſe, I knew not how to leave off drinking: To 
add to my Mortification, the Acquaintance I had 
ſo often treated, finding me no longer able to car- 
ry them to the 'Tavern, abandoned me, and made 
Heir court to thoſe who could bear their Expen- 
ces: Their raſcally Behaviour provoked me; I 
reſolved, the firſt Opportunity that offered, to 
make them ſenſible of it; and it was not long be- 
fore I met with one. A Cuſtomer of my Father's 
owed him two hundred Livres; I ſaw it paid 
down in ready Money, and managed Matters fo 

well, that I laid hold on ſome of them. 1 

Being Maſter of this Treaſure, I went directl 
to the ſame Tavern, where I knew my falſe 
Friends uſed to frequent; taking with me ſome 
others, whom 1 did not believe a Jot better. 
When a Man has Money he can ſpeak with Spi- 
Tit. In order, therefore, to mortify the former, as 
ſoon as I came up to the Bar, I called about me 
briſkly; aſking haughtily, what was in the Houſe 
for Supper; and charging them to bring the beſt 
Wine in the Cellar. I was ſhewn into the ſame 
Room, where my former Companions were ſit- 
ting; they had heard the haughty Manner wherein 
I had called to the Waiters; and were fully perſua- 
ded it proceeded from my Pockets being well lined. 
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As oon, therefore, as I entered the Room, ther 
All aroſe, and came up to me to embrace me: 
received them very coldly ; and immediately turn- 


ö to thoſe who had come along with me, 
1 | 


rected to ſeem unuſually gay and merry. A 
good bt brought up to my Table, whilſt 
my old Comrades had nothing but Bread with 
their Wine. The Smell of an excellent Fricaſſee, 
which agreeably ſtruck their Noſtrils, ſet their 
Mouths a watering ; and tantalized them to that 


Degree, that I am well aſſured, they then greatly 


regretted their not being upon ſuch good Terms 
with me, to be admitted to partake thereof, | 
tred their Vexation with Pleaſure; and left 
the Tavern, infinitely overjoyed, that I had 
ſhewn them my Circumſtances were different 
from what they had imagined. 1 
This Vanity, however, was very prejudicial to 
my Purſe: nota Farthing was left of what I had 


ſtolen from my Father ; nevertheleſs I comforted. 


nyfelf with the Hopes of robbing him again, 


fame Place, from whence I had taken the former 
Money ; but there was no longer any there, it 
having either been removed elſewhere, or laid out 
in Buſineſs: ''I ſtudied, therefore, ſome other 
Means to procure myſelf a freſh Suppl. 
My Father had two Canary Birds, which he 


had been breeding up for fix Months; and which 
began to ſing very finely. I took them; and found 


no Difficulty in ſelling them; having firſt had the 
Preraution to pull open the Wire of their Cages, 
in ſuch a Mantier, that it might be imagined they 
had made their Eſcape. This Stratagem had the 
deſired Succeſs; and T was highly delighted with 


this new Way of furniſhing myſelf with Money z 
But I repeated.my 'Thefts ſo often, that my Fa-. 
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cher began to miſtruſt me; accordingly he had me 
y 


narrowly watched, took me in the Fact, and: 
drubbed me heartily. Provoked highly thereat, 
J reſolved to. run away; and one fine Morning, 
when I knew he had received a, good Sum, I lad 
Hands thereon, and left the Houſe ; with a firm 
Reſolution, never more to ſet Foot therein as long 
When I was got to a Place of Safety, and be- 
gan to examine into my Treaſure, I found 
myſelf Maſter of five hundred Livres; and 
thought myſelf as rich as Cræſus. I went to a 
Broker's, where, for fifty Crowns, I provided 
myſelf with Cloaths fit for a Prince: I bought a 
Sword likewiſe ; hired a ready furniſhed Lodging; 
and, not having any Acquaintance, went in 
Search of them, io Coffee-Houſes, and Billiard- 
Tables. A few Days after, I was introduced at 
a Gaming Houſe, where there was great Play of 
all Kinds: I was admitted into the Secret; 
and good Luck co-operating with Art, I came 
away from the Table, one Day, with a thouſand 
Crowns ready Money. 3 RE 

A Sum fo conſiderable as this was at that Time 
to me, puffed me up exceedingly ; and added to 
thoſe great Airs which I naturally loved to aſſume. 
1 ſent for a Taylor; beſpoke two Suits of Cloaths 


in the Pink of the Mode; and, being too well 


dreſſed to be without a Footman, hired one di- 
rely ; a Chariot by the Week ſoon followed l 
and, in a little While, I had entered into an Inti- 
macy with the firſt-rate Rakes and Gameſters, 

Gaming had been too favourable to me, for me- 


to give it over. I followed it cloſe, therefore; 


and it continued ſtill ſo much my Friend, that be- 
fore the Month was expired, I was worth ten 
thouſand Livres. I had acquired this Money too 
1 S eaſiy, 
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eaſily, not to ſpend it in the ſame Manner. I had 
never, as yet, been converſant with Women ; and 
had often heard, there was no paſſing one's Lite 
agreeably, without them; my Curioſity tempted 
me to put it to the Trial, and I devoted myſelf 
to the Widow of a Lieutenant-Colonel, with 
whom I fell in Love. She was handſome and in- 
viting; ſhe ſaw me live in ſuch a Manner, as 


ſhewed my Circumſtances were eaſy ; her's were 


quite the contrary; ſhe did, therefore, as many 
others do 'every Day; ſhe admitted of my Ad- 
dreſſes on this Account: She was a great Lover 
of Gaming ; I played with her out of Complai- 
fance; and this Piece of good Breeding coſt me 
two thouſand Crowns. 

Ever fince my falling in Love, I had forſaken 
the Gaming-Tables, whither I never failed going 
before every Day : Finding myſelf, however, at 
the End of my Riches, I returned thither, and the 


fame Good-Luck followed me; at four Sittings I 


won ten thouſand Crowns. This unexpected and 
ſudden Increaſe of my Wealth, quite turned my 
Brain: I entertained my Miſtreſs like a Prince; 
no Treats, no Balls, Operas, or Maſquerades 
were wanting: In ſhort, I made ſuch Haſte to ſee 
the Bottom of my Pocket, that at the End of two 
Months, not a Penny remained th 


my Subſiſtence, turned her Back upon me, one 
fine Morning, and left me in the Lurch; prefer- 
ring a Counſellor before me, who did not, indeed, 
make ſo great a Figure, but whoſe Income was 
not fo precarious and uncertain. | 


l loved my Falſe-One too well, not to be nettled 
at her perfidious Uſage; and, to be revenged on 


her, 


ein. This, 
however, was not what afflicted me moſt; my 
Dalilab, to whom I had been weaß enough both 
to own my Extraction, and what I relyed upon for 
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her, picked a Quarrel with her Keeper; believ- 
ing that becauſe I wore a Sword, I muſt neceſſa- 
# - rily be indued with the Sentiments, of a Man of 


Honour. Great was my Miſtake, however ; for 
the Counſellor, though bred to the Law, having 
the Spirit of a Gentleman, as he really was, and 
having repelled the Affront I had offered him with 
Violence, I ſent him a Challenge, which he ac- 
cepted. We met in the Field, according to our 
Appointment ; my Noſe fell a Bleeding; his 


Sword was already drawn, when I knew not where 


to look for mine; I repented my having carried 


Matters ſo far; fell on my Knees, and aſked his 


Pardon. The Counſellor, deſpiſing me for my 
Cowardice, caned me heartily, and let me go: 1 
went Home greatly out of Countenance; and 
with a firm Reſolution never more to quarrel with 


any one, upon any Account whatever. , 
My Money being all gone, I ſold thoſe Jewels 


J had bought in my Proſperity ; raiſed a conſidera- 


ble Sum thereby; and returned to the Gaming- 
Tables, to retrieve my Fortune: But I had made 
too ill an Uſe of my Good-Luck, for it to conti- 
nue always favourable to me; accordingly it for- 
ſook me; and I not only loſt all my Money, but 
alſo all my Effects; inſomuch that, at laſt, I was 


3 | obliged to betake myſelf again to the ſame Cloaths 


wherein I had left my Father's; and which, in 
Contempt, I had thrown into a Place, where I 
kept my Wood for Firing. 

In the utmoſt Deſpair, at the melancholy Situ- 
ation to which I found myſelf reduced, I reſolved 
to extricate myſelf from it, at any Rate whatever: 
We cannot bear, without the greateſt ReluQance, 
to fall from Proſperity to Want; I could not 
bring down my Spirit, therefore to my new Con» 
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dition. In order to better it, I had Recourſe to 
ſeveral Undertakings, but could not fucceed in any 
one of them; and was juſt at the End of all my 
Stratagems, when Fortune ſerved me, as ſhe had 
often done before, and raiſed me, in a Moment, to 
a greater Height than I had ever yet arrived at. 

One Day, as I was walking very melancholy 


about the Hotel de Luxembourg, thinking upon a 


Robbery, I was to have committed, the Night 
following, upon a Goldſmith, who lived near the 
Houſe where I lodged; I was accofted by a Man, 
dreſſed very plain, who aſked me, Whether I had 
waited long for him: I anſwered very ſhort, that 
I bad waited but too long. I beg your Pardon, 
continued he, with great Civility ; but, indeed, it 
is not my Fault: When one is employed about 
ſuch Buſineſs, one cannot go too much about, to 


avoid being obſerved; beſides they have made me 


wait at the Treaſury. However, your forty thou- 
ſand Livres are ready for you; you will find them 
lodged under the Stone, as was agreed on, in the 
Ruins of the old Houſe ; don't forget to put the 
Treaty you know of in the ſame Place. Fare- 
wel, i muſt be gone directly where my Buſineſs 
calls me; another Time we will be better ac- 
quainted. Having thus ſaid, the Man went his 
Way, and was ſoon out of Sight. 

In the mean while, I knew not what to make 
of this Riddle ; and yet it had been ſpoken to me 
too ſeriouſly, not to demand my utmoſt Attention. 


May not this be ſome of Fortune's unaccountable 


Caprices, ſaid I to myſelf, and an Opportunity, 
ſhe has now thrown in my Way, to extricate 
me from the Deſpair whereunto I was reduced? 
Hereupon, I went out of the Hotel de Luxembourg 
by the Gate of the Street d Enfer; looking about 
me on all Sides, to ſce, wh<ther 1 could not find” 


any 
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YZ any old Houſe, fallen to Ruin. In Search 
thereof I wandered a good Way out of Town; 1 
b, | caſt my Eyes every Way, without finding what 1 


ſought for; and had advanced above a League in 
the Country; I was weary; it grew cold; and 


the Ground was covered with Snow: In ſhort, 


Night began to approach ; and I was returning 
very melancholy towards the Town ; when, hap- 
pening to look a-crols the F ields, I obſerved the 
Footſteps of a Man imprinted on the Snow; and 
felt an Emotion within myſelf, which ſeemed to 
foretel, that fomething extraordinary was ſoon to 
happen to me. | 
Hereupon, conſidering within myſelf, that my 
Caſe was already deſperate, I reſolved to follow 
thoſe Traces; they conducted me to a little 


Wood: Ientered it by the Help of theſe Guides, 


8 % * 


and arrived at laſt, at a very thick Coppice, into 
which I had a good deal of Difficulty to pene- 
trate: but when | had advanced about thirty Pa- 
ces therein, I perceived an old ruinous Building, 
at ſome Diſtance ; and did not in the leaſt doubt, 
but it was the ſame, whereof the unknown Stran- 
ger had made Mention to me. 
I haſtened up to it, therefore; and, entering 


it without Heſitation, looked about every where, 


without being able to find the Stone whereof I had 
been told. In ſhort, I began already to regret the 
fruitleſs Trouble I had given myſelf, and was 
murmuring within myſelf, againft the Man who 
had been the Occaſion thereof, when I happened 
to perceive ſome old ruined Stairs, which lead 
into a Cellar. Overjoyed at this Diſcovery, down 
I went; ard, notwithſtanding the Darkneſs that 
was all around, I found, in one of the Corners, a 
large Stone, which I had much ado to lift. At 
laff, having removed it, and putting my Hand into 
VEL Wet: | 2 Eele 
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a Hole, that was under it, I felt four Bags; 1 
pulled them out, and ſeized thereon ; my Heart 
fluttering all the While at the unexpected Good- 
Fortune that was befallen me. 

As ſoon as I got out of the Cellar, I was in a 
new Perplexity ; being both at a ſad Loſs, what 
Way I ſhould take to return; and in a thouſand 
Fears, leſt the Unknown ſhould arrive every Mi- 
nute, and catch me in the Fact; or ſhould cauſe 
me to be followed, by my Footſteps. In order to 
prevent the latter, I had Recourſe to an Expedi- 


ent, which then came into my Head: 1 untied # 


one of my Garters, and faſtening it, by a Nail, to 

a A little Board, that happened to be there, drew it 

after me as I walked ; which quite took away all 

| 0 Traces, that were made by my Feet, in the 
now. 


It was Night, dark as Pitch, when I got back 


to Paris; and I was not willing to return to my 


old Lodging; wherefore, I hired an Apartment 
in the Neighbourhood of the Royal Palace. My 
Poverty had made me a good Huſband; I bought 
me a plain Habit, and avoided ſeeming to have 
Money, as much as poſſible. Whilſt I behaved 
in this Manner, I led an eaſy and contented Life; 
but are Youth and vicious Inclinations capable of 
'Þ * for any Time, in a regular Courſe of 
| es, TR | 
One Day, as I was returning from taking a 
| Walk in the Tuilleries, I ſtood ſtill a little, to let 
a Lady paſs by, whoſe dazzling Beauty cauſed an 
uncommon Emotion in me: She was brighter 
than the Day; and had a moſt majeſtic Preſence. 
I followed her with my Eyes as far poſſible; and 
finding her ready to eſcape me, felt a ſudden In- 
clination within me to dog her: She walked but 
flowly, wherefore I ſoon overtook her; and _ T0 


E 


A | her turn down. . . . Street, where ſhe ſtopt at 


a Houſe, that made a very handſome Appear- 
ance. | | 

The Door being opened, ſhe went in, and it 
was ſhut after her ; nevertheleſs, I could not re- 
ſolve upon going away, *till I had ſeen her a ſe- 
cond Time; I was in Hopes ſhe would appear, 
either at her Window, or in her Balcony ; my 
ExpeQation, however, was in vain, and Night 
ſurprized me, whilſt I ſtayed there. I returned 
therefore, to my Lodging, ſo full of the Idea of 
this Lady, that i could not eat any Supper; nays 
I could not ſleep, all Night, for ſtudying what 
Means I ſhould uſe, to get acquainted with this 
Wonder of her Sex. Money is a Deity, that re- 
moves all Difficulties; I did not want for that, 
wherefore, I got up, full of the moſt ſanguine 
Hopes. | 

I no longer remembered, the Rules I had pre- 
ſcribed to myſelf ; I was deſirous of ſeeming agree- 
able, in the Eyes of my Charmer ; and my Oe- 
conomy did not fuit, by any Means, with this De- 
fire. I cauſed, therefore, ſeveral rich Suits of 
Cloaths to be made for me; having acquired a 
genteel Fancy, during my former good Fortune; 
and knowing ſo well how to dreſs to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, that no One could mimick the Man of 
Quality more to the Life. 1 
_ 1 hired, therefore, ſeveral Servants; and, like 
the Nobility, choſe out one of them to be my 
_Confidant, and aſſiſt me in the carrying on my 
new Intrigue, I pitched on an arch Rogue 
tor this Purpoſe, named Bericard; whe had an 
admirable Talent for this Sort of Buſineſs: T 
went with him myſelf, to ſhew him the Lady's 
Houſe; and enjoined him to bring me Word, 


1 1 | whe 


C: a2 1 
who. was the Owner thereof. In about two 


Hours he came Home ; and informed me, that 
it belonged to Madam de B—-—-, and that ſhe was 


kept by. Monſ. de T——, whoſe Fortune and 
Power, ſet her above the Reach of others. 


The ſuperior Rank, whereof her Keeper itch 
Fab ought to have cured me of my new 
A 


ſſion: But, who can admit of Subordination in 
Love? On the contrary, my Deſires grew but 
the ſtronger, on hearing of the Difficulties that 
lay in the Way; and I reſolved, at any Rate, to 


engage in an intimate Correſpondence with Ma- 


dam de B——, I depended very much upon my 
good Mien, and handſome Appearance; and ima- 


_ that ſince ſhe had conſented, to have an 


ntrigue with another, I might be admitted, to 
paſs away thoſe. leiſure. Moments, which the 


weighty Affairs of State would not allow Monſ. de 


1 co ſpend with her. 
1 ſent her, therefore, a 1 in the Style 
of a Commiſſioner. of the Treaſury; and pitched 
upon Bericard for that Purpoſe. He performed 
this Charge to Admiration; and the aw ns he 
brought me back was diverting. My Language 
was underſtood ; and nothing was wanting but to 
come to an Explanation thereof. In order to this, 
an Aſſignation Was made me, to be next Day, at 
Six i in the Evening, in the Faux-bourg St. Honore, 
in a certain Street, that was pointed out to me; 
as was alſo the Houſe of Rendezvous. I was to 
leave my Equipage, at a ſmall Diſtance from 
thence; and, for certain Reaſons, . with which I 
was to be made acquainted at this Interview, was 
to be dreſſed as plainly as poſſible ; of which ſhe 
was herſelf to ſet me an Example, by comung in 
the Habit 8 a Country-Lais. 
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4 I was tranſported, at the Receipt of this Let- 
ter; the very Notion of having an Intrigue, with 
2X Monſ. de T——'s Miſtreſs, flattered my Vanity 
extremely: There was but one Circumſtance I 
miſliked; which was, that I could not make Of- 
tentation of my Grandeur, on this Occaſion. It 
XZ was abſolutely neceſſary, however, to be con- 
*X formable to Orders; wherefore I obeyed ; but I 
put on ſuch fine Linnen and ſuch rich Lace, as 
rendered it eaſy to judge, No-body dreſſed better, 
when [ was not reſtrained. by ſuch ſtrong Reaſons 

as thoſe, which had been inſinuated to me. 

Il went then, at the appointed Hour, to the 
Place of Rendezvous, that had been ſpecify'd:. 
Ihe Door was open; I entered therein, and it was. 
2X ſhut after me in an Inſtant: A Servant appeared, 
who ſhewed me into a decent Appartment, and 
left me there; telling me, the Perſon, I wanted 

would be with me preſently. a7 
| In Expectation thereof I walked up and down 
the Room, pleaſing myſelf with the Thoughts of 
the Happineſs I was ſoon to enjoy. I had already 

waited near an Hour; and began to grow we 

at this Delay; when I heard ſomebody at the 
Door. I advanced. to meet my Charmer; my 
== Bow was ready, and my Mouth opened to make 
my Compliments to the lovely Madam de B—; 
EE when, inſtead of her, there appears a majeſtie 
old Gentleman, whoſe Look ſtrikes an Awe, and 
commands Reſpedct. I ſtepped back two Paces, 
and fell a trembling, though I knew not Why. 
it was not me you expected, Sir, ſaid he; 
were I not ſo well aſſured, thereof as I am, your 
Confuſion would betray ou]; fear nothing, how - 
ever 5, for, © notwithſtanding my being Gallant, 
to the Lady of your Affections, Lam not come 
to ſpoil your Rendezvous, but to be a Witneſs. | 
5 | e  _ 


* 
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thereto. You are not inſenſible, no doubt, that 
I have it in my Power, either to ſerve you con- 
fiderably, or to do you great Prejudice: I beg 
you therefore, to ſacrifice your Inclinations to 
me; and to enable me, by following my Direct- 
tons, to convince my ungrateſul falſe One of 
her Infidelity, 1 am going, continued he, to 
conceal myſelf behind this Bed; diſſemble your 
Uneaſineſs; and carry yourſelf fo, that ſhe may 
not, in the leaſt, ſuſpect any Thing of what has 
happened; above all, no Signs; no Tipping of 
Winks : If you betray me, you are undone, 
Having thus ſaid, he went to his Hiding-place ; 
and, in a Moment afterwards, the Door opened, 
and Madam de B appeared. 


How was my Heart melted at the Sight of 


her! How lovely did ſhe ſeem ! How inchanting 
was the Negligence and Simplicity of her Dreſs ! 
How infinitely did I regret, the Part I was going 
to act l 1 made my Compliments to her, with 

ſuch a diſordered Air, that ſhe took Notice of 
my Perplexity ; but how far was ſhe from having 
the leaſt Miſtruſt of the Misfortune, wherewith 
ſhe was threatened! She aſcribed my Confuſion 
to the Power of her Charms: She is a Coquet, 
and had not taken this Step, without having her 
Reaſons” for it; no Doubt it was not the firſt 


Time. It is not always Riches and a high Rank, 


that gives the Heart Content; Love is refractory, 
and is not pleaſed with Slavery. I ſhould be very 
all ſatisfied, cried ſhe ſmiling, with the Charms, 
wherewith the World flatters me, ſhould the Im- 
preſſions they make upon one Admirer, proceed 
ſo far, as to deprive me of the Liberty of being 


told of their Efficacy by others. Vou ſay nothing 


purſued ſſie? What am] to think of this Silence 


Ah! Madam, anſwered I, with an infinite Per- 
e | plexity; 


E Bl 
plexity; how can one talk when one ſees you? 
| oat Words to expreſs myſelf, and no longer 
know' how to behave. Forgive the Want of 
Experience in a young Man, who has no other 
Merit, than that of thinking you the handſomeſt 
of Women. | * 

Suppoſing it true, reſumed ſhe, throwing her- 
ſelf into an Elbow-Chair, that you had no other 
Deſert than this, I ſhould be ſatisfied there with; 
I love this Confeſſion from ſome Perſons, and it 
is indifferent to me from others. I have an Admi- 
rer, for Inſtance, in the World. — Ah! Madam, 
cry'd I, interrupting her, upon finding her touch 
upon that 'String, an Admirer! You have as 
many, as there are Men who behold you. On 
ſaying this, notwithſtanding Monſ. de 7 8 
P gs I could not help giving a Glance, 
with my Ey », at the Bed, She did not appre- 
hend me; but even took the Sign I had made, in 

a very merry Senſe, and fell a laughing. I don't 

underſtand you, cry'd'ſhe ; Signs are doubtful ; 
one may be deceived therein; and I don't love to 
find myſelf miſtaken. You are mightily in the 
the right on't, Madam, ſaid Monſ. de T—, 
coming from his Hiding- place, you muſt have 
them Bow explained to you. O Heavens! am 
I betrayed ! cryed the charming Woman, look- 
ing at me, with Anger in her Eyes; What had 
I done to you, that you ſhould ſerve me ſo baſe a 
„ . - i 5 
It was none of the Gentleman's Fault, an- 
ſwered the old Stateſman, very calmly, that you 
was not e neither was it to him I owed 
the Knowledge of your ill Conduct: Such a Lo- 
ver as am is always the laſt who is informed 
thereof; and it required a I. ife, no leſs diſorderly 


than yours, before the News thereof could have 
l: L 1 reached 
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reached my Ears; I have had you watched, and 
was reſolved to be convinced by my own Eyes, 
whether the Intelligence that was given me of this 
your Aſſignation, was true or falſe. I leave you 
now to judge, whether l have been impoſed upon 
or not; or whether you deſerve, ungrateful as you 
are, the many Favours, with which I have loaded 
you ; all is now over; I will never ſee you more; 
and I deſpiſe you too much, to leave you any 
thing to fear from my Reſentment. 10 

Ass for you Sir, reſumed he, turning to me, and 
making me paſs on before him, I forget the little 
Regard, you have ſhewn to my Requeſt; this 
ſaid, we went out of the Room together : How- 
ever, as | was going away, I coul not help giv- 


ing the afflicted Fair One, ſuch a Look, as fuffi- 
ciently ſhewed her how greatly concerned I was, 


at the Diſtreſs wherein I ſaw her plunged. 
As ſoon as we were out of the Houſe, Monl. de 
T—— obliged me to get into his Coach; which 
done, he enquired, who and what I was? I was 

eatly perplexed at theſe Queſtions; it is a very 

ifficult Thing, ſo to invent a Story, before a 
Man of Penetration, and in Power, but that he 
will ſoon find it out. . 'The forty thouſand Livres 
which I had converted to my-own Uſe, as has 
been already obſerved, came then freſh into my 
Mind; and the Remembrance thereof, quite con- 
founded me. I gave wretched Anſwers to every 
Demand he made; he took Notice thereof, and 
preſſed upon me more and more; I contradicted 
myſelf ſeveral. times; and he let me underſtand, 
that he obſerved it. I ſee plainly, ſaid he, that 
you are diſordered; it is no hard Matter to judge, 
that what has juſt paſſed, is the Occaſion of it; 
F muſt allow you Time to recolle& and recover 
yourſelf; come to me, To-morrow, at my Houſe 
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we ſhall then be able to talk more calmly ; and 
"XX ſhall conſider, what can be done for you. 


You may. now go, purſued he, ſmiling with 
an Air of Confidence, to Madam de B ; my 


| Reſentment againſt her is quite over; you may 


aſſure her of it; you may even tell her (in order 
to make your Court to her) that you have juſtify'd 
her, in my good Opinion: It is impoſſible to 
hate, what one has once ſo much loved; you ſhall 


render me a faithful Account, of what Anſwers 


ſhe gives you, in return ; and it ſhall be according 
to your Sincerity, and the Uſe you are pleaſed to 
make of mine, that I ſhall determine, how I ſhall 
deal with you. Juſt as he had thus ſpoken, we 
arrived at the Gate of a great Houſe, where he 
alighted ; and I took leave of him, with a pro- 
found Bow ; and returned Home, with my Head 
full of this Adventure. 
- Scarce had I entered my own Apartment, when 
my Landlord came up after me, and delivered me 
a Letter; which, he ſaid, had been that Moment 
given him, with a ſtri& Charge, to convey it to 
me, as ſoon as poſſible: Topened it, and read 
therein, pretty much to the following Effect. 

As foon as ever you get Home, Sir, make all haſte 


to me, at Os our's Coffee-Houle, in the Foikx 


SAINT-GERMAIN  / will wait there for you till 
Midnight ; I have Matters of the greateſt Conſe 


quence to communicate to you : Remember, to put on 


a different Habit, from that you had on before. 


Th DE B— 
I dreſs myſelf in an Inſtant, went thither with 
all Expedition ; and was introduced into a Room, 
where I found the diſtreſſed Fair One, buried in 
the utmoſt Affliction. Ah! are you there, ſaid 
ſhe, I am overjoy'd at your coming, in order to 
concert Meaſures with you. What has juſt now 
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happened, ought to make us unite together, and 


repoſe a mutual Confidence in each other. To give 
you the firſt Proof of mine, I begin, by forewarn- 
ing you, that we have, each of us, every thing to 


dread, from Monſ. de T——*s Anger. The more 


calm he ſeemed the more I think him to be ap- 
prehended, and provided againſt; perhaps, he is 
even now, actually contriving to revenge himſelf, 
by our Ruin. I vas deſirous, to diſpel her Fears; 
Wherefore, I acquainted her, what he had ſaid, 
in regard to her. You don't know him, ſo well as 
I, cry'd ſhe, interrupting me; he does but diſſem- 
ble with you ; and is only endeavouring to take 
you at a Diſadvantage; be ruled by me, 
therefore: and, before we proceed any far- 


ther upon Buſineſs, make all haſte Home direct- 


ly, and, if you have any Effects of Value, ſecure 
them immediately; believe me, you have not a 
Moment to loſe. This Advice was greatly to my 


Liking; I gave her many Thanks, therefore, for 
her obliging Care; and returned directly, to my 


Lodging, with a Promiſe, to be back again with 


her, as ſoon as poſſible. 


Bericard was there waiting for me with Impati- 


ence; he informed me, that ſome Perſons had 
been to enquire of my Landlord, how long I had 


lodged at his Houſe ; whether he knew who I was; 


and alter what Manner I lived. This alarming 
News, made me reſolve to put my Deſign, but 


the ſooner, in Execution; I ordered my Things to 
be packed up, with the utmoſt Expedition ; leav- 


ing the Care thereof to the Servants; and ſending 


for my Landlord up Stairs, and paying him what 


was due, told him, I was to lie that Night with 
one of my Friends, with whom I was to ſet out 


for the Country, next Morning, by Break of Day. 
1 nh Hereupon, 


— 


129 } 
Hereupon, my Landlord conducted me to the 


Door; and I was juſt upon the Point of going out; 


when a Hackney- Coach, ſtopping thereat, gave a 
new turn to Affairs. An Officer with four Archers 
coming out of it, took me into Cuſtody, by Order 
of Monſ. de T——; and I was io overwhelmed 
with Sorrow, at this unforeſeen and ſudden Mis- 
fortune, that I ſuffered them, without ipeaking a 
Word, to conduct me to D——, where we did 


not arrive, till late that Night. 
REXERXEREEENER RRR 
* CHAP. ME s 


Fryar Angel is committed Priſoner to D—. An 
extraordinary Method of Revenge. | 


I Had ever entertained, ſuch a terrible Notion, 
of all Goals, that F ſhuddered with Horror, 


when I entered this. I was treated there, how- 
ever, both with great Humanity and Civility ; 
and my Diet was very tolerable ; but the Anguiſh, 


that prey'd upon my Spirits, render'd me inſenſi- 
ble of all this good Uſage. I ſpent my Days in 


/ weeping bitterly ; and was apprehenſive, though 


not without ſufficient Reaſon, that I ſhould never 
be releaſed. In the midſt of all my Affliction, 
however, the Thoughts of Madam De B——, 
with whom I was ſincerely in Love, were the 
greateſt Aggravation of my Sorrows; her laſt. 


Goodneſs, with her obliging Fears, on my Behalf, 


were perpetually in my Mind. Shall I never be- 
held her more | then ſaid I, melting into Tears; 
how cruel is this! What will they do with me? 


4 Ahl! take all 1 have, added I, as if I had been 


taſking to ſomebody, and leave me at Liberty, to 


throw myſelf at her Feet, there to ſwear eternal 


Conſtancy. 


D 3 I ſpent 
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I ſpent many Days in this melancholy Condition, 
which impaired my Health viſibly ; the Governor 
came to viſit me, and finding me fo much dejected 
and brought ſo low, ordered the Turnkeys to al- 
low me the Liberty of taking the Air every Day, 
within the Priſon Walls : Beſides this, he ſent me 
ſome Books, for my Amuſement ; promiſed to in- 
- tercede for me; and was as good as his Word. 
Three Days after, he gave me to underſtand, that 
J ſhould be examined next Morning; and adviſed 
me, to ſay Nothing, but what was the Truth: 
aſſuring me, it was the only Way, to procure my 
Liberty, as ſoon as poſſible. OT 
I reſolved to follow his Counſel ; Monf. de T— 
came at the Time appointed; I found him alone 
in a Parlour, into which 1 was conducted. I have 
allowed you ſufficient Time, ſaid he, to recollect 
- yourſelf ; you did not confefs the Truth, when I 
demanded who you was; you are now to conſi- 
der, whether you are diſpoſed to do it at preſent, 
After this Preamble, he proceeded to examine me, 
and I acknowledged my Extraction, with every 
Circumſtance relating to my Life, till the very 
Day of my being taken into Cuſtody; not con- 
cealing even the Adventure of the forty thouſand 
Livres. 3 5 
Ohl this is right. cried he, putting on a more 
gracious Look; in this Article I diſcern ſome 
Truth: Having thus ſaid, he roſe up, and, after 
having conſidered a few Moments, told me, I had 
cor yerted to my own Advantage a Sum of Money 
which, by no Means, belonged to me; and 
which, I could not but ſuſpect, came from a 
Hand, to whom the higheſt Reſpect was due; as 
alſo, that ] could not deny my being juſt upon the 
Point of putting it to a very ill Uſe; that never- 
theleſs (in Conſideration of my having made an 
$5, ro. ingenuous 


1 
ingenuous Confeſſon of my whole Life) he would 
endeavour to ſerve me: He then exhorted me to 
Patience; aſſured me, my Confinement ſhould: 
not be of a long Continuance; and went 
away, without ordering any Alteration in the 
Manner, wherein I had, till then been treated. 
This Viſit made me ſomewhat more eaſy than 
before; J was in Hopes, every Hour, of being re- 
ſtored to my Liberty; but the Time never came: 
In the mean While, three Months had already 
gone over my Head, ſince the Day that Monſ. 
de T- had been to ſee me: My Spirits began 
to ſink; my ExpeQations vaniſhed ; my Uneaſi- 
neſs increaſed; and my Sorrows returned upon me, 
with freſh Vehemence; when, one Day, about 
Four in the Afternoon, I was conducted into the 
fame Parlour, wherein I had been examined; and 
there met a Man dreſſed in black, who, ſhutting 
the Door the Moment I was entered, and fitting 
down, without uſing any Ceremony or Compli- 
ments, accoſted me, as follows: BS 
= You are very fortunate, you Spark, in hav- 
ming fallen into the Hands of a Nobleman of ſuch 
X Goodneſs, as Monſ. de T—; any other but 
X himſelf, would have made you ſuffer dearly for 
the forty thouſand Livres you converted to your 
XZ own Ule; it is not excuſable by any Means; it 
was a downright Theft: You knew the 
Man, who acquainted you therewith, had 
miſtaken you for another; and that this Mo- 
ney was not deſigned for you. I repeat it there- 
fore, to you, once more, were it not for the Good- 
neſs of Mon. de T. , it is a hanging Matter : 
He forgives. you, however, in Conſideration of 
your Youth, and your Sincerity ; and will even 
Teleaſe you from hence, but that is to be only 
upon one Condition. By your own Confeſſion, 
| you 
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5 you have always been a Debauchee; and, accor- 
ding to all Appearance, you will never grow bet- 

ter; wherefore, he offers you your Choice of theſe 

two; either to continue here, all your Days, or 


2 ſome Proofs of your being thoroughly re- 


your Liberty. | 
The Unknown thus concluded his agreeable 


Harangue; I did not heſitate long, however, upon 


the two Evils that were propoſed, I choſe the 
teaſt, as I thought, and pitched upon the Con- 
vent; but with a firm Reſolution, to lay hold on 
the fieſt Opportunity that ſhould preſent, to eſ- 
"cape. The Cafe was quite different, in the Pri- 
fon where I was, it required a Miracle to get out; 
and they are very ſcarce in this Age, neither have 
1 any Title to expect them. 


conducted; within fonr Days after my Entrance, 
they made me put on the Habit; and ſuch a 


watchful Eye over me, that | never yet could find 
a favourable Moment, to put in Execution, the 
Deſign 1 have ever retained, to get away from 
hence as ſoon as poſſible. I have made many vain 
Attempts by Night; but the Gates are ſo care- 
fully Thut, and the Walls ſo very high, that 1 have 
. been obliged to give over all Hopes of ſucceeding, 


BF whom | can confide, or on whom I can depend; 
baovever, I have a ſtrong Notion that thou wilt 
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to go into a Monaſtery, and become a Monk. If A 
z 7 you pitch upon the latter of theſe, he will diſ- 
SK burſe, what is requiſite for that Purpoſe z and, as | 
F - _ foon as you ſhall have entered into Orders, and 


ormed, you will be allowed the full Enjoyment of 8 


the wretched Alternative that was offered me; of 


It was to this Cenvent, dear Bigand, that I was 43 
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be able to reſtore me to my dear Liberty; I leave 


"XX thee now to judge, after having heard my Story, 
WT whether'I dare ſtay at Paris; and whether | have 
not all the Reaſon in the World, ſhould I venture 
ſo to do, to be apprehenſive of being again ſeized 
and confined, if not worſe, for the Remainder of 


my Life. | 5 | 
The Knowledge of the World, which you muſt 
neceſſarily have acquired in the different Fortunes 


through which you have run, will certainly teach 


you, ſaid I, what uſe you ought to make of your 


Liberty, ſhould you ever be ſo happy as to regain 
it: For my Part, I am not able to give you any 
XX Advice upon that Head; beſides my being but 


young, I have ſeen very little of the World ; and 


E 2] 2 be at a great Loſs how to ſhift therein my- 


Had I not been convinced, anſwer'd Fryar Angel, 
that thou art capable both of thinking, and of 


bringing a Deſign to a good Iſſue, I ſhould not thus 


have been prepoſſeſſed in thy Favour ; but I have 
long had an Eye upon thee; and am well aſſured, 
thou art very capable of making thy Fortune in the 
World; thou ſeemeſt to me to have a good deal of 
Courage; to be very enterprizing ; and of an un- 
common Preſence of Mind: I want all theſe 
Qualities; and will confeſs to you freely, that Iam 
a Coward. This is no Fault of mine; I would 
willingly be endued with Bravery; but the leaſt 
Trifle imaginable diſcompoſes me; whereas I have 
had a good Opinion of thee, ever fince I ſaw thee” 
fight with the Lad that runs on Errands ; as weak 
as thou ſeemeſt to be, thy Courage and thy Dex- 


. terity made thee get the better of him, though he 


was much the ſtrongeſt ; beſides, I have often ob- 
ſerved thee to have a ready and lively Wit. 


Very 


LE 


: 77 fine, cry'd I, interrupting him, one may 


_ eaſily ſee, you have been uſed to keep Company, 
with Perſons of Quality and Diſtinction; to whom 
Flattery and Compliments coſt nothing, when 


they have a mind, to gain any one over to their 


Intereſts, and ſtand in need of him; Say no more, 
T beſeech you, either of my good or ill Qualities ; 
Fryar Martin, our Cook, is not ſo complaiſant as 
you; I don't know yet, myſelf, what I am, we 
ſhall ſee hereafter. At preſent we have two things, 
to conſider of; ono is, to revenge you on the Ma- 
ſter of the Novices; and the other is, to make 
your Eſcape from the Monaſtery: Don't you think 
we ſhould do better, to deſpiſe this Revenge; and 
only contrive ſome Means, to get away ? 1135 
Ahl my dear Bigand, ſaid Fry ar Angel, inter- 
rupting me, feel my Shoulders, how cruelly they 
have been abuſed ; and the ſad Marks, that yet 
remain thereof; could you ſo eaſily forget this? 
It is very true, anſwered I, it is terrible; well, be 
it ſo : Get you gone to your Bed; I vill ſtudy to 
content you ; the Remainder of the Night is little 
enough for me to take my Reſt; you can make 
yourſelf amends, for lying awake, in the Day- 
time ; the Caſe is not the ſame with me ; Ihave 
a curſed Rogue of a Maſter to deal with, who, 
as ſoon as I drop aſleep, has Recourſe to rough 
Means, to prevent me. On my thus ſaying, he 
left me, and, a Moment after, I fell a ſnoring. 


Next Day, I rack'd my .Brains, about the 


Means to ſatisfy Fryar Angel ; and to procure our 
Liberty : His Story had filled me with the great- 


eſt Admiration for him; I congratulated myſelf on 


my Acquaintance with him; and flattered myſelf 


with the Thought, that, with ſo good a Guide, 


I might, one Day raiſe my Fortune in the World. 


WO. 
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I calbd to mind the proſperous Circumſtances 


®n wherein he had been; and imagined that, had 
l been in his Place, I ſhould have made a better 
Ute thereof: Our Selt-Love is always ready, to 


ſooth us up with pleaſing Fancies ; and it is the 
Folly of Mankind, always to think themſeves wi- 
ſer than their Neighbours. 


[ bethought me of a hundred Schemes, the one 


more ridiculous than the other, to revenge Fryar 


Angel, upon the Maſter of Novices ; but, I have 


1 ever lov'd Certainty in all Buſineſs; and the Pro- 
jects, I had formed in my Mind, were not ſo. 
| _ Days, were my Thoughts employed upon 
this 


ead; at laſt, I fix'd upon the following 


Reſolution; which alſo was the Occaſion, of our 
obtaining our Liberty. x. ir 2 
We had, in our Monaſtery, a large black Cat; 
one of the moſt furious of his Kind, when once 


provoked; and upon him | pitched, to be the In- 
ſtrument, of revenging Fryar Angel, upon the 
X Maſter of the Novices The Creature would 
come to me, becauſe it was my Buſineſs to feed 
him: 1 took him one Night, and carried him in- 


to my Garret; having previouſly provided myſelf 


XxX with a Bundle of Thorns, which J had cut in the 
EX Day-time. I made him a Collar of ſome of them, 
and faſten'd others under his Belly: This done, I 
XX ty'd ſome Pack-Thread to his Tail; and, having 


thus equipp'd him, carried him under my Arm 


2 barefoot, into the Maſter of the Novices Cell, 
of which I had taken good Notice. | 


It was late, and he was ſnoring heartily ; where- 


vy I knew. he was in a ſound Sleep ; lifted the 
8 Cloaths up, therefore, gently at the Feet; put 
the Cat into the Bed, and faſtened the Pack- thread 


OF before mentioned (which I had already prepared, 


| with 


rr 


— — 
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with a Running - Knot) to one of the good Fathers 
Legs. This done, I pinned down the Bed-Cloat 
at the Feet, in ſuch a manner, that it was impojj- 
ſible the Cat ſhould make his Eſcape that Way 
and, having thus dexterouſly performed this fine 
Commiſſion, got away myſelf, as faſt as I could, 
to Fryar Angel; whom I had appointed, to be in 
a ſmall Paſſage. that led to a 3 At the 
End of this Paſſage, was a little Stair-Caſe, where 
Fryar Angel, ſeated himſelf whilſt I ſtood, in the 
Middle, longing to ſee the Iſſue, of the roguiſh 


Prank I had play'd. N 1 
Scarce had we taken our ſeveral Places, when 


we heard a dreadful Uproar; Mercy upon me! 


cry'd the poor Maſter of the Novices; Heaven 
help me! Come to my Aſſiſtance, my dear Bre- 
thren; have pity on me; come and deliver me; 


Catan is tearing me in Pieces, with his infernal 1 


Talons; Help! Murder ! Help, for Heavens 
ſake ! Undoubtedly, the Cat was endeavouring 
to getout at the Head of the Bed ; - and finding 
himſelf hindered by the Pack-thread, had faſten- 
ed, with his Claws, upon ſome Part of the poor 
Father; whilſt the Thorns were, likewiſe, tear- 
ing him all over. To BETTS LL 1G J#DNUt 1 1575 0 
_ . However that was, not being able to endure 
the Torment, he leapt out of Bed, ſtill continuing 
his Outcries, and ran out of the Chamber. The 
reſt of the Monks, terrify*d, at the dreadful Noiſe 
he made, called to him to have Patience; but, 
ſince my Adventure with the Death's-Head, they 
were all too much frightened, to dare to peep out 
of their Cells, or venture to ſtir to his Relcue. 
The wretched Father, therefore, ran from one 
End to the other of the Dormitory, ſtriving, ſtrug- 
gling, roaring, and uſing his utmoſt Efforts to 
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1 E | 
free himſelf from the furious Animal, whom, in 
bis Fright, he took for nothing leſs than an in- 


fernal Spirit. 


At laſt, by much ſtraining, the Pack-thread 


YN broke, and the Cat, being ſet at Liberty, and no 
*XT leſs terrified, than the poor Father, betook him- 


3 | ſelf to Flight. Unfortunately for Fryar Angel and 


me, he ran into the Paſſage where we were; and 


E. - coming by the Place where I had poſted myſelf, 
tore my Legs with the Thorns, and put me to 


| | ſuch Pain, that I thought the Skin was flayed off: 


But this was Nothing, to what befel Fryar Angel - 
"XX As he directly ſtopt up the Paſſage, down the 
Stairs, whereon he ſat, the Cat intangling him- 


ſelf, by Reaſon of the Pack-thread and "Thorns, 
with his Legs, bit and ſcratched him to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he was almoſt as il]-treated as the poor 


__ 
_— 
*Þ Father himſelf. | 
þ 
Father AUmiIecir. 
© 
2 
"x4 
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This made him ſoon change his Tone; and 


XX whereas, before, he could ſcarce reſtrain himſelf 
from burſting into a loud Laughter, he had then 
as much Difficulty, to forbear crying out. At 
laſt, the Cat got looſe, and I went to comfort 


Fryar Angel; but, being enraged at this Misfor- 


tune, he vented all his Anger upon me; curſing 


- = my Contrivance a thouſand Times ; and calling 
me a hundred injurious Names; at which, how- 


4 ever, I only laughed; and went very quietly to 
my Bed, where ſoon fell into a ſound Sleep. 


Next Morning, I was rouzed on a ſudden, by 
Fryar Martin pulling off the Bed-Cloaths : What, 
cryed he, art thou afleep till, when every one 
elſe is up, and at Prayers; Get up, get up, thou 
lazy Raſcal, or I will ſoon make thee ſtir, with a 
Vengeance. Had you ſuffered as much as I to 
Night, ſaid I, you would not chide me ſo; I then 

Vor. I. E | ſhewed 


; 2-38-13 
Shewed him my ſcratched Legs: Ah ha! poor 
Wretch, cryed he, ſomewhat mollified at this 
Sight, does the Devil owe thee a Spite too? 
There are three of you then in the ſame Scrape: 
Lie ſtill, he ſtill, where thou art, I fancy, before 
it is long, thou wilt have a good Number of Fel- 
low Sufferers. | N 
I have always had a ready Invention; and a 
'Thought then came into my Head, that if they 
ſhould examine me, how I came to be ſo ill 
treated, I would tell them ſuch a Story, they 
ſhould remember it all the Days of their Lives: 1 
reſolved the more upon this, and accordingly, 8 
drew the Plan thereof, that Inſtant in my Mind; 
becauſe I fancied it might contribute to our Deſign 
of recovering our Liberty; which, otherwiſe, 
ſeemed to me very difficult. I had already thought 
About it more than once; and the more I had 
conſidered. it, the more impracticable it had ap- 
peared: We had three Gates to paſs, before we 
Could get out: He who kept the Keys, never let 
them go out of his Sight; and all the Door- 
keepers being infinitely curious, all Comers and 
Goers underwent the ſtricteſt Examination from 
1 could find only the Church-Yard, 
whereby it was poſſible to ſecure our Eſcape; and 
that was ſeldom opened ; neither did I know who 
had the Key ; however, that was the Way, by 
which I intended to make the Attempt: The 
Walls that ſurrounded it were low, and I conſi- 
dered, that, provided I could get the Gate open 
it would be no hard Matter to compaſs my De- 
ſign; for this Reaſon, therefore, I invented the 
Story, that will follow preſently. _ 
Not long after the Cook, my Maſter, had left 
me, ſeveral of the oldeſt Monks entered my 
: Garret, 
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Garret, and looked upon my Leg: I would 


give a good deal, ſaid one of them, to find 


out, what can be the Meaning of the Diſ- 


turbances that have lately happened, in our 


Convent: I have been here theſe forty Years 


- ; 3 | 
and never knew of ought like it: tell me, con- 


tinued he, ſpeaking to me, didſt thou fee any 


thing? I have ſeen but too much, aye, and 


g 6 heard, and felt it too, anſwered I, How! 
cruyed another, has Satan ſpoken to thee! It 


is not the Devil, reſumed I, who is the Oc- 
caſion of theſe Alarms; it is the Spirit of one, 
XX who was formerly of this Monaſtery. Is it pol- 
ſible, cryed they all together? Yes, purſued 


I, I know the whole Story, and what muſt be 


b done, to prevent the Misfortune with which we 


are threatened. How, ſaid the Father who 
{ ſpoke firſt, this deſerves Attention; and it is 
fit, we ſhould acquaint our Prior therewith. 
No, No, reverend Father, cried I, interrupting 
him, with an innocent Tone; I have ſo many 
& extraordinary Things to relate, they would not 


be believed. Pardon me, pardon me, ſaid ano- 


ther of the Monks, Children and Fools tell 
Truth; we know very well, thou haſt not Wit 


enough to invent a Story off-hand: Having 


thus premiſed, they all departed, and went, as 


1 they had ſaid, to: give Notice hereof to the 


2X whole Community. 


One of theſe Monks returning ſoon after ; dreſs 


"2 thee quickly, ſaid he, our reverend Father the 


Prior is waiting for thee in the Warming-Room ; 
he will have thee relate to him what thou haſt 
ſeen and heard, Hereupon I got up, and followed 


him dire&ly to the Room above-mentioned ; whi» 


cher Fryar Angel had been forced to come likewiſe 


E 2 (Which 
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(which had made him look very ſowr) though his 


Legs were all bound up with Rags. and he was 
ſcarce able to ſtand upon them. | 
IT have been told, ſaid the Prior, as ſoon as he 
det Eyes on me, that an Apparition has ſpoken to 
thee this Night; and thou haſt ſomething very 
extraordinary to impart to us, It is very true, Re- 
verend Father, anſwered I, bowing to the Ground, 
and though I have been ſeemingly ill uſed, as well 
as the reſt, it was only, in order to render what I 
have to declare the more credible; at leaſt, fo the 


Spirit aſſured me: W hat is moſt certain, is, that 


I never felt any Pain, when my Legs were ſo 
icratched. 
the good credulous Father; well, go on, we ſhall 
believe thee ; fit down, and begin; we are ready 
to hear thee. | | 

I obeyed immediately ; and ſeated myſelf upon 
2 Stool, which faced a ſemicircular wooden 
Bench, whereupon the Members of the Society 


had placed themſelves; not one of them being 


wanting, but the Maſter of the Novices, who had 
been ſo cruelly mauled by the Teeth and Talons 
of enraged Grimalkin, that he was not able to 


ir: The good Prior having then given ſome 


Orders, relating to the Affairs of the Houſe, the 
Door of the Warming-Room was ſhut ; a Sign 
was made to me, to begin my Narration; and [ 
broke Silence, in the Manner following 


af 


That is ſomething particular, ſaid 
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The Story .of an Apparition, related by Bigand. 


8 0 AR CE had 1 dropt rams when I was 

/ rowzed out of it, in the greateſt Surpriſe and 
Terror, by the Gripe of a burning Hand, which 
ſeized me by the Arm; and upon opening my 
Eyes, in the utmoſt Conſternation, I diſcovered by 
a glimmering Light, a moſt terrible Spectre, 
ſtanding before me. His Aſpect was enough to 
firike the boldeſt with Horror; and Flames iſſued 
out of his Mouth and Noſtrils. Fear Nothing, 
cried the horrible Spirit, with a Voice like Thun- 
der, I don't mean thee any Harm; on the con- 
trary, I have pitched upon thee. to deliver me 
from the moſt cruel Torments; my Name is Mo- 

aide; when living, I was a great Cabaliſt ; liſten 
to my Story, and the Method J will teach thee to 
reſtore me to the vital Air. 

Having thus: ſpoken, he withdrew his fiery 
Hand, and. breathed. upon my Face; after which 

I was no longer under any Terror. On the con- 
trary, I had the Courage to take an exact View 
of him; and he APPERTER to me, pretty much as 
follows. 

His Viſage was very long, and. of an Olive 
Complexion ; his Eyes, which were extremely. 
hollow, reſembled thoſe of a Cat, when provoked. 

. to Anger; the Difference between them was, that. 
_ thoſe of the Apparition- actually illuminated the 
whole Room; but the Light that iſſued from 
them was gloomy and haleful. Underneath his, 
| Eyes, 1 Was a black and hive Circle; and his Brous 


VVV 3 
were thick, ſtrait, ſtiff, and ſtaring, like Briſtles. 
His Noſe, at the Top. was broad and flat, but 
terminated at the Tip, in an extreamly ſharp 
Point. His Lips were thick, and livid; and, 
when he ſpoke, a terrible Flame, intermixed with 


a black Smoke, followed his Words. A prodigi- 

ous Beard reached up, half way, his Cheeks; and i 

hung down from his Chin almoſt to the Ground, 

He had no Hair upon his Head; and the hind 
Part of his Skull ſeemed to be hollow. His 
Neck was as long as that of an Oſtrich; and one 

might have counted every Bone of it. His 

Cloaths were of a coarſe woollen Stuff, the Co- 
Jour of which I could not diſtinguiſh. He was 

girt about the Middle with a large Iron Chain ; 

and his Head reached up to the very Cieling. I 

made all theſe Obſervations, whilſt he was telling 
me his Story; my Fears having been all difpelled, 
ever ſince his myſterious Breathing upon me. At 
this Part of my Narrration, I pauſed a little, as if 
to take Breath ; which done, I went on therewith, 
in the Terms enſuing, the good Fathers liſtening 
all the while, with the utmoſt Attention, 

I have already told thee, continued the Spectre, 
that my Name is Moſaide; my Father was a Few, 
and greatly renowned amongſt the Hebrews, for 
his Ability, in foretelling Things to come. He 
made me apply myſelf very early to my Studies; and 
taught me himſelf great Part of what he knew: 
This done, he ſent me into Egypt; and, as he was 
very rich, provided me with every Thing neceſſa- 
ry to render my Travels in that Country agreeable 
as well as advantageous. I faw all that was curious 
in that Store-Houſe of Antiquity ; and met with 
ſeveral Sages, with whom I got acquainted ;/ and 

"whoſe Correſpondence was of great Advantage to 
; | * a 3 3 145 me 
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me, in my Learning : I apply'd myſelf diligently 
to the Study of Natural Philoſophy, and made a 


conſiderable Proficiency therein. | 
One Day, when I went to take a View of the 


I Heavens, upon the largeſt-Pyramid near Grand 


Cairo, a violent Rain ſurprized me thereon; and 
I entered into an Opening that was therein, in or- 
der to ſhelter myſelf from it. I found there ſome 
Stairs covered over with Rubbiſh, which pre- 
vented my paſſing on any farther ; and yet I was 
deſirous of going down theſe Steps, to fee whereto 
they lead. In order to accompliſh my Deſire, I 
removed the Stones that blocked up the Entrance; 
but, had hardly advanced a few Paces, when, the 
Light failing me, I ſtopt ſhort, and durſt not ven- 
ture to go on. 7 | 

A little after, IT heard a ſtrange, hollow Kind 
of a Noife, which excited my Curioſity afreſh: 
I liſtened thereto, and methought it was occaſi- 
oned by the Fall of Water, which amazed me 
greatly; it not being at all probable, that there 
could be any ſuch Thing upon a Structure of ſuch 
an exceſſive Height. I could have wiſhed to have 
examined into this Prodigy, but was afraid of lo- 
ſing myſelf in this (worſe than Dedalæan) Laby- 
rinth ; and was juſt ready to turn back again, 
when. ſetting my Foot upon one of the Steps, it 
gave Way, and fell down an unfathomableDepth, 
with a moſt horrible Noiſe. Upon caſting my 
Eyes on the Opening made by the Fall of this 
Stone, a Light iſſued from thence; by the Help 
of which I diſcovered another Stair-Caſe (by the 
Side of a Kind of Well) more ſpacious than the 
Steps whereon I ſtood. It was not difficult to leap 
upon it, from where I was; and, my Curioſity 
growing ſtronger than the Fears wherewith I was 
at firſt ſeized; Perhaps, ſaid I to myſelf, theſe 

{ew Stairs 
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Stairs will conduct me to the Place, whence this 
Noiſe proceeds. Upon this Conſideration, I took 


the Leap, and got ſafe to the aforeſaid Stair- 
Caſe 


It was ſo well illuminated, that I went down 
it with Eaſe; and what ſurprized me moſt, was, 
by what Means the Light found Entrance there; 
for I could not perceive any Opening, whereby it 
could gain Admittance. In Proportion as i ad- 
vanced farther, the Noiſe increaſed more and 
more; and methought I could even diſtinguiſh 


; hatin Voices; I reſolved therefore, at all Ha- 


zards, to examine into the very Bottom of this 
Myſtery. At laſt, after having gone down num- 
hich Steps, I came to the Foot of the Stairs, 
and found myſelf at the Mouth of a Cave; where 
I ſtopt, terrified and aſtoniſhed at the amazing 
Objeas that ſtruck my Sight. 

In the Middle of this Cave, was a large round 
Furnace, wherein was a Crucible full of a yellow- 


iſh bubbling Liquid; and a Violet-coloured Steam 


aſcended from thence, and played about the Sur- 
face of the Fire. Four naked Men, who ſeemed. 
to me very much advanced in Years, were ſitting 


upon the Edge of this burning Well; and one 


might plainly perceive their Legs, in the Midft | 
of the Flames, which, notwithſtanding, were not | 
burnt thereby. Each of theſe Men had his par- 
ticular Employment; one having an Iron Rod, 
with which he ſtirred about the Liquor in the Cru- 


cible; and the ſecond a Cup, in which I could 


diſcern ſome of the ſame Liquid; whilſt a third 
was blowing the Fire with a Pair of Bellows ; 
and, the fourth, had a large Teleſcope, one End 


of which was ſupported by the Edge of the Cru- 


een which he ſeemed to be e with the 
utmoſt 


( 45 ) | 
utmoſt Attention, by the Means of that Inſtru- 
ment. | 

A fifth venerable old Man, reſembling the four 
before-mentioned, only that he ſeemed much more 
advanced in Years, and more decrepid, was 
walking about the Furnace ; he had a Taliſman 
in one Hand, and a Rod in the other, with which 
he ſtruck the Ground, from Time to Time. As 
ſoon as he ſaw me, he ran to the four Corners. of 
the Cave, and touched them with his Wand; 
giving, at the ſame Time, a loud Cry, like the 
Noiſe I had heard on coming down the Stairs. 
Four Blacks iſſuing in an Inſtant, out of the 
Wall; came directly to the Entrance of the Cave 
where I ſtood; and all of them, with an obliging 
Look, ſtretched out their Hands to me, as if to 
invite me to walk in. 3 

I ſtood ſtill, in Suſpenſe, uncertain what to 
do; and repented my having engaged myſelf ſo 
far; a cold Sweat overſpreading my whole Face. 
On perceiving this, the decrepid old Man, who 
was walking around-the Furnace, ran up to the 
Blacks, who ſtretched out their Hands to me; 
and, ſhewing them the Taliſman, they all ſeized 
me at once, and pull'd me into the Cave. At 
the ſame Time, I felt a Stroke upon my Head, 
and part of my Skull appeared at the End of the 
Wand; when the old Man, who was' ſtirring 
about the Liquid, came out of the Furnace, 
with a large Ladle in his Hand; and running it 
into my Head, brought out my Brains, therein, 
which he put haſtily into the Crucible; and, the 
Liquor riſing up, in a Moment; in great Bub- 
bles, boil'd ever into the Flames. The old Man, 
then, fetch'd a loud Cry; and, the moſt ancient 
of them, had no ſooner put my Skull into the 
Crucible, than the Liquid ſunk down immediate- 

pong "i 
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any Reflections thereon. 


having deſerved it; 


| Head. 


1 1 
ty, and all the Company diſappeared, but the ve- 
nerable Father with the Wand 

The Operation, which had juſt been perform- 
upon me, had, in a Manner, inchanted me; 
J was no longer capable of any Thought; 1 be- 
held every Thing that paſſed, without making 
The old Man then 
approached me, and accoſting me in the Chaldean 
Tongue, with a Voice ſo ſonorous, and fo ſweet, 


that I never hea:d any Muſick comparable there- 
to: Happy Mortal, ſaid he, how propitious were 


the Stars which reign'd at thy Nativity! Without 
behold, thou art this Day 
initiated, into the ſacred Myſteries of the Cabala; 


draw near, and purify thyſelf once more. 


Having thus ſpoken, he took me by the Hand, 


and made me go down into the Furnace. As 


ſoon as I was therein, I roared out terribly; I 


felt all the Violence, and Power, of the Flames; 
my Fleſh was entirely conſumed, in an Inſtant ; 


and, I ſaw nothing but the Bones of my Legs 
remaining: The Pain then ceaſed; however, I 
could not help weeping bitterly. 

Courage, my Son, then, cry'd the old Sire, 


thou haſt now but one Ceremony more to under- 
go. I his ſaid, he laid hold on the Ladle where- 
with my Brains had been taken out, and filling 


it with the yellowiſh Liquor, that was in the 
Crucible, pour'd it into the hind Part of my 
It made me ſhudder ; the Fire iſſued 
from my Mouth, and Noſtrils ; but, O prodigi- 


ous ! ſcarce had it got Entrance there, when new 


Fleſh came again, upon. the Bones of my Legs. 


'The venerable Father, then, taking up the 


Bellows, already mentioned, and, blowing there- 
in, filled my Head with an agreeable Vapour. 


I no longer felt any P but found myſelf a quite 
different 


WE 
«5 
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different Man: 'The four old Men, who had 
vaniſhed from my Sight, appeared again before 
me; and, all of them congratulated me, upon 
my Happineſs, in being, as they ſaid, become 


WE 1Incorruptible. 


The venerable old Sire, the Regulator of all 
theſe Ceremonies, took me then by the Hand, 
and, ſtriking one of the Corners of the Cave, 
| with his Wand, it opened, and made us an eaſy 
Paſſage, to croſs a Porch, enlightened by ſeveral 
Lamps: This conducted us into another Cave, in 
the Midſt of which was a large Bed, wherein 
lay another old Man, reduced to the utinoſt De- 
crepitude. EE | | 
He could only juſt be ſaid to be alive; for, his 
Body was become motionleſs; and, even his 
Eyes no longer ſtirred : The prodigious Number 
of his Years; or, rather, of the Ages he had 
lived, having dried up all his Muſcles.” In ſhort 
he was a terrible Spectacle to behold. ' Approach 
this venerable Man, ſaid my Guide to me; he is 
WE the firſt of all Mortals, who dived into the Secrets 
of Nature: This is the incomparable Huzail * 
| hearken 


Hus ail lived in the Time of Semiramis, Queen of 


55 4 Egypt. He made himſelf known at that Court, by the 


Interpretation of a Dream, which had troubled that 
Priaceſs ; and in the Explanation of which all the 
Egyptian Sages had miſcarried. That Queen conceived 
ſuch a great Affection for him, that ſhe promoted him 
to the Dignity of her Firſt- Miniſter ; and he took Ad- 


vantage of the immenſe Riches, which that Poſt pro- 


* 


cured him, to make Experiments, and ſtudy he 
molt abſtruſe Myſteries of Nature He found out the 
Secret of converſing with the Intelligences; diſcovered 
the Philoſopher's Stone; and brought to Light the 
Secret of living in the Flames, without being _— 
| med: 


[48] 
hearken to his Life; it is one continual Series 
of Prodigies. + . | 
I went away from this Place, full of Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Joy; I aſcended the fame Steps I had 
come down; but found it difficult, to get again 
from thence to the firſt Stairs, from whence I 
had leapt on theſe. It grew Night, and I could 
not forbear being apprehenſive of ſome unfortu- 
nate Accident : Judge, then, my Surprize, when, 
being got to the Top of the Pyramid, I found it 
as Light as at Noon-Day ; and beheld an infinite 
Number of People ſurrounding it, who gave loud 
Huzzas, as foon as they ſaw me appear, and 
ſeem'd to eye me attentively. f 
I. was moved thereat; and would have hid 
myſelf, by entring again into the Pyramid; but 
could not find the Opening, at which Ihad come 
out: Mean while, the People, perceiving my 
Deſign, redoubled their Shouts; and haſtening 
up to me, in great Numbers, ſeized upon me, 
and bound me | 5 
A large Pile of Wood was immediately made 
ready, and a Fire kindled under it; I trembled, 
wy | on 


med: He alſo found out the Grand Elixir, and Catho-- 
licon of Immortality. One Day, he vaniſhed from tbe 
Sight of Mankind, and choſe out this Pyramid, which 
he had cauſed to be built, to take his Repoſe therein, 
after all his Labours: All the Sages of the Earth go 
thither to pay Homage to him, and receive from him 
the Seal of their Perfection. He never {peaks but 
once a Year; the great Number of Ages he has lived 
has deprived his Body of all Motion: and it is in this | 
Place, the Adepts preſerve the ſacred Fire of their 
Opus Magnum p 1 
The Author has paſſed over this Story in Silence; 
it would have made a compleat Volume by itſelf, See | 
the foregoing Note. * 
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on ſeeing theſe dreadful Preparations, forgetting 
that I was become incorruptible; and my Blo 


= chilled in my Veins, when they threw me into 


the Midſt of the Flames. Scarce was J got there, 


F when the People diſperſed themſelves, les 


me all alone; mean while, the Fire ſeemed to 
reſpect me, and burnt only the Cords, wherewith 
I was bound. | 5 

The venerable old Father, with the Wand, 
then appearing to me, in the Midſt thereof: 
Thou art now ſenſible, ſaid he, of the Effect of 
our Myſteries; thou needeſt never fear any 
== Thing, either from this Element, or from the 
| Attempts of Men. The People threw thee into 
the Flames, becauſe they took thee for Huzail, 
whom they know to be concealed in the Pyra- 
mid; they have long been in Search of him; 
being incited thereto by. an Oracle, which has 
promiſed them perpetual Plenty, in Cafe they ſa- 
crifice him to their God; but, vain are all their 
Efforts ; they will never ſucceed therein. 

As for thee, thou wilt not entirely be immor- 
tal, and perfectly inſtructed in the "Myſteries of 
the Cabala, until thou art purified in the Fountain 
of Chryſeil; * it is thy Buſineſs to find it out: It 
is in a temperate Climate; in the Midſt ot a very 
large City, ſwarming continually, with innume- 
rable Inhabitants. 

'Whilſt thou art making this Search, thy Pa- 
tience will be put to the ſevereſt Trials; neither 
canſt thou arrive at the Poſſeſſion, of this ineſti- 
mable Good, till thou haſt paſſed through all the 

- VO. + 1 Conditions 
ag wh have omitted the Account given by the old 
re of this Spring, as not in Story 
Moni Band IS, not reiat g to the —_ of | 
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I This was the Name of his beloved Wife, 


; Ts 
Conditions of Life. & It is in the laſt State, 
Which thou'wilt take upon thee, that thou wilt 


it chis ſalutary Spring. Having thus ſaid, ne 


diſappeared. _ | 
Judge now, Bigand, purſued the SpeQre, going 
on with his amazing Story; judge my Perplexity, 
at this Diſcourſe. In what Part of the World 
was I to ſeek this miraculous Fountain? And, 
through how many different States was I to paſs, 
in order to attain thereto? I returned to Grand 


Cairo, quite abſorbed in theſe Reflections; ſettled 


all my Affairs; and, three Days after, I ſet out 
from thence 25 | . = 
The Loſs of a Perſon ſo dear to me * went to 
my very Soul; and I was ſo much affected thereat, 
that I reſolved to forſake the World, and give over 
all the fine Projects +I had formed. Accordingly, 


I left Italy, and arrived in France, where Paris 


took my Fancy, by reaſon of its Largeneſs, and 
the Variety of Amuſements with which it 


abounded; but the Idea of my dear Lina g fol- 


lowed me every where, and rendered them all in- 
tolerable to me. | | | 
17 At 


41 $ The Original relates all that happened to Maſaide, 


in the different States through which he paſſed : The 


Tranſlator has omitted it, with Deſign to make a Book 


of it, ſeparately by itielf. | RY 
It was the Death of a Wife, whom Maſa ide ten- 
derly loved; and, who loſt her Life in defending him 
* four Villains, who would have aſſaſſinated 
im | _ 


+ Mo/aide was to have penetrated into the Bowels 


of the Earth; and was to have begun his Journey, by 


entering in at the burning Mouth of Mount tna. 


5 1 „ 
At laſt, being moved with the Piety of the 
Chriſtian Religion; I cauſed myſelf to be in- 
ſtructed therein; abjured my own; and entered 
into this Society of Derviſes; * made over all my 
Effects, for the Benefit of the Poor; became a 

Monk in this Houſe; and lived forty Years re- 

tired therein, without having my Peace of Mind 
once diſturbed. , | | 

Unfortunately, one Night, a Fire broke out in- 
this Convent; I was buried in a ſound Sleep, from 
which I was awaked in a Surprize, by dreadful 
Shrieks and Outcries; the Flames had entirely. 
ſurrounded my Room, and had even conſumed my 
Bed; ſo that J found myſelf, as it were, in the 
Midſt of a moſt intenſe burning Furnace. I ſtarted, 
up in the utmoſt Confuſion, having quite forgot my 
being become procf againſt the fierceſt Fire, when, 
finding myfelf not in the leaſt hurt thereby, IL be- 
thought me ot it again; and, my Imagination be- 
ing heated by the Ideas which this Accident 
brought freſh to my Remembrance, abſolutely: 
rendered of no Benefit all the Fruits of my long 
Retirement; and I could not help ardently long- 
ing for the Advantages that had been promiſed. 
mes 7: 
However, this did not prevent, my running to 
the Aſſiſtance of thoſe, who. were encompaſſed: 
by the Flames, and on the Point of being deſtroy- 
ed by them. I went through the. Fire to their 
| Reſcue 3 and ſaved them, as well as divers Things 
of Value, which were ready to be burnt. This. 
Action ſeemed a kind of Prodigy; particular No- 
tice was taken of it ; all the Monk$ looked upon 
me with ReſpeQ, as ſomething more than hu- 

8 F 2 man; 


*The Name given b the 7 ks a d 4 2 1 
P 


.4 


1 52 J 


man; and my Memory is ſtill held in great Ve- 
neration, in this Monaſtery. | 


The good Fathers, who were liſtening to this 


Story, began then to ſtare at each other; the 
youngeſt of them aſking the moſt antient, whe- 
ther they had ever known any 'Thing, of this re- 
markable and aſtoniſhing Adventure; whilſt the 
latter ſhook their Heads, and anſwered, they had 
never heard one Word of it. Very good] ſaid one of 
theſe, don't you ſee, that this is all the Devil's doings! 
There is not one Word of ruth m all this Lad 
has uttered; his Reverence, our Father Prior, m iſt 
certainly have Abundance of Patience, and Con- 
deſcenſion, to liſten to ſuch a Parcel of idle Tales. 
Pardon me, I am not of your Opinion, cry'd 


the good credulous Prior: thete: Things deferve 


our utmoſt Attention; this Boy could never have 
been able to invent them; perhaps we may derive 


ſome Advantage from thence; the End of the 


drefſſing himſelf to me, and don't omit any one 


ſingular Regard. Bo . 
In the mean while, I could not help laughing 
in my Sleeve, at the ſerious Air, with Shich 
he ſwallowed, the Romance I had forged: I had 
ſach a lively Imagination, that I never was at a 
Loſs for ſuch Stories; I reſumed, therefore, the 
Thread of my Narration, in the Manner follow - 
ing, without any Heſitation. | 
As ſoon as what had paſſed in our Convent, 
was known in the City, continued the Apparition, 
all the World flock'd thither to ſee me; 


I was obliged to ſhew myſelf, and the more 


Difficulty I made thereof, the more my Reputa- 


 . tion increaſed. Numbers came from the moſt re- 


mote Provinces ; this began to grow troubleſome 
3 25 | * {MN | 


Story muſt decide all: Go on, purſued he, ad- 


Circumſtance; I'll aſſure you, this demands a. 


8 


r wa - 


1 
to me; and I reſolved to with- draw myſelf from 
the Eyes of all Mankind: Wherefore, as the Au- 
thority, I had acquired in the Monaſtery, left me 
abſolute Maſter to diſpoſe, as I pleaſed, of myſelf, 
I cauſed. a Vault that was under the Charnel- 
Houſe in the Church-Yard to be walled up, and 
immured myſelf therein, having all my Victuals 
brought and let down to me, by an Air-hole : In 
this manner | lived ten. Years. "ey 
One Day, when J had given way to Sleep, I 
was awakened from thence, by feeling the 
Ground' tremble under me. On riſing up, I ob- 
ſerved that one of the Stones of the Vault, where- 
on I ſtood, ſunk down and roſe up again, with an 
eaſy and gently Motion. I removed therefore, 
from thence; but had hardly done ſo, before an 
impetuous Torrent drove the Stone from its Place, 
and burſt in upon me with ſuch Violence and Ra- 
pidity, that it ſoon filled my Cave. 
.. Surprized and terrified at this Accident, I gave 
a loud Cry; I could not preſerve myſelf from this 
Element; and it was impoſſible to eſcape it: In 
the mean while, the Water ſtill roſe higher and 
higher; and, Nature being ever averſe to ſuffering 
its own Deſtruction, I ſtruggled to avoid it. 
However, the Water got Entrance at my Mouth, 
and I was juſt upon the Point of being drowned, 
when, the ſaid Element ruſhing in impetuouſly at 
the Hole which had been left in my Skull, (ever 
ſince my undergoing the Operation in the Pyra- 
mid) no ſooner found Admiſſion there, than it be- 
gan to boil up, and to abate as faſt as it had aſ- 
cended, and was changed as black as Ink 
When it had all returned back the ſame way it- 
came, I ſaw, with the utmoſt Surprize,. that my 
whole Body was become black ; I thought how- 
5 5 L 3: | 8 ever, 
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ever, at firſt, this Change in the Colour of my 
Skin had been owing to the Mud the Water had 
brought along with it; but I was greatly miſta- 
ken, this Miracle was wrought entirely by the 
Power of the Inundation. 


Hereupon, I grew curious, to take a Survey of 


the Hole from whence this Deluge had iſſued ; 


but on ſtooping down with that Intent, good Hea- 


vens! what did I behold? A dreadful Bafiliſk 
looked me full in the Face with its murdering 
2 Immediately 1 ſtagger and fall to the 


und, where, as I lay expiring, it thus ac- 


coſted me. 
Theu dieft, in order to enjey Immortality: Here 


7s the ineſtimable Fountain of Chryſeil ; thou wilt 


oon be covered therewith, and wilt never get out 0 / 
this Tomb, till Mankind will give Credit to ! 
Story of thy Life and Adventures. Thou wilt be 
allowed to appear three Nights to whoever thou 
- thinkeft proper; but, after that, thou haſt Nothing 
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farther to hope: If thou canſt not obtain Credit, and ] 


prevail ſo far, as to have a Watch ſet for three 


Nights together at this Tomb, thou wilt never get 


away from thence, *till the whole Earth is reduced 
to Nel hing by the lafi Conflagration. * 

This is the laſt of the three Times that I have 
been ſuffered to appear for theſe fifty Years ; firſt 
I ſhewed myſelf to the Maſter of the Novices ; 


ſecondly, to Fryar Angel; and thirdly, to thyſelf: 


J have taken a ſevere Revenge To-night upon the 
Maſter, for not having revealed what 1 have juſt 
* to thee; I have alſo done the ſame by 

Fryar Angel; and, as for thyſelf, thou ſhalt be 

eſtroyed, together with this whole Society, un- 
10 thou takeſt Warning by the Example of 
others: Having thus ſaid, the Ghoſt e 
225 a loud and terrible Cry. 


ts F} 


Serre 
CHAP. V. 0 


Bigand takes Advantage of the Terror cauſed in the | 
Monaſtery by his Story, to make bis Eſcape with 
Fryar Angel. 


8 © HE Concluſion of my Story, cauſed a teri 


ble Emotion in my Hearers ; many of them 
turning pale, and ſhuddering, at the Apprehen- 
ſion oi the Danger, with which they were threat- 
ened. A murmuring Noiſe aroſe amongſt them, 
occaſioned by the Diverſity of their Opinions; 
and they begun all to talk at a Time, till the 
Prior impoſed Silence on them, and made them 
diſcuſs and debate the Queſtion with more Order. 


Some of them treated the Whole as an idle Tale; 


whilſt ' others were of a different Sentiment ; and 
the moſt learned, who are almoſt continually on 
the wrong Side, proved by a great Number of 
Quotations, no ways relating to the Matter in 
Hand, that ſuch Warnings ought never to be 
neglected. | 

At laſt, a third Party, of whom I approved, 
becauſe they were thereby aiding to my Deſign, 
alledged that they ſhould run no Hazard in ſend- 
ing me, three Nights together, to watch at the 
Tomb of the Apparition ; ſince no ill Conſe- 
quence could reſult from thence. ELDER 

Mean while, notwithſtanding all their Argu- 


ments, Pro and Con, they had not as yet come to 


any Concluſion, when Fryar Angel, who had very 
rightly judged, that this Story had only been in- 
vented, in order to get the Key of the Church- 
Yard, (the ſole Way, by which we could * 
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the Prior meant; wher 


t 36 


bly make our Eſcape) reſolved to ſecond it; that 


it might thereby gain Belief from them che more 


eaſily. 


Falling down, therefore, upon his Knees, be- 
fore them; I aſk your Pardon, my reverend Fa- 
thers, cried he; and repent my having ſo long 
eancealed it from you, that this Spirit appeared to 
me ſome Time ago; and gave me the very ſame 


Account, you have juſt heard from this Lad; but 


never durſt reveal it, leſt it ſhould have been 
thought an Artifice, to which I had Recourſe, 
with Intent to gain your good Opinion, and curry 
Favour with you. Nevertheleſs, had I foreſeen 
how dangerous my Silence would prove, I ſhould 
have been very far from venturing to conceal this 
from you ſo long: I own my Fault, therefore, 
and confeſs myſelf worthy of Puniſhment; behold 
me, then, ready to undergo whatever Penance 
your Reverences ſhall be pleaſed to think fit. 

This well-timed Speech, coloured over with a 


diſſembled Contrition, made a very great Im- 


preſſion upon them; they returned, therefore, to 
Conſultation, and the laſt Advice carried it ; which 
was, that the Gate of the Church-Yard ſhould: 
be opened for me, the Night following, in order 
to my watching therein. This being concluded 
on, every one retired; and the good Prior went 
directly to the Maſter of the Novices ; ; whem he 
reprimanded ſeverely, for having concealed a 
Matter of ſuch Importance, as that whereof he 
had juſt been informed; and which had been cor- 
roborated by the Evidence of Fryar Angel, who 
was ready to repeat it again, in the very Terms, 6 
wherein I had related it. | 
Aſtoniſhed at this Charge, the poor Monk pro- 
teſted (as well he might) that he knew not what 
n the latter recounted. 
to 
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to him the whole Story: At the Rehearſal of 
which, the Maſter of the Novices was ſo much 
amazed, that he could not help thinking his Su- 
periour had loſt his Senſes ; and accordingly inti- 
mated ſo much to him. The Prior, greatly of- 
fended thereat, returned to the Society ; and told 
them, that the Obſtinacy and Diſreſpeò of the 
Maſter of the Novices, deſerved a ſevere Puniſh- 
ment, as ſoon as he ſhould be in a Condition to 
undergo it. 3 5 1 
I had overheard all this, becauſe, according to 
my laudable Cuſtom, I had been liſtening at the 
Doors: I have always been a great Lover of Se- 
crets; and never had the leaſt Suſpicion of any, 
without taking all poſſible Meaſures to get at the 
Knowledge of them. ES "off 450 re 
Night being come, my Supper was given me, 
and the Gate of the Church- Vard opened for me; 
at the firſt Glance, I took Notice of the Place, by 

which it would be eaſieſt for us to make our El. 
cape; I waited, then, only for Fryar Angel, whom 
I had ordered to come thither to me, as ſoon as 
every one was retired to his Chamber? Mean 
while, it was almoſt Midnight, and no Fryar An- 
gel appeared., Growing out of all Patience, there- 
fore, at his Delay, I haſtened to his Cell, to know 
the Reaſon thereof; and thought to have opened 
it as uſual ; when he whiſpered to me through the 

Key-hole, and told me it was impoſſible. - 

What is the Matter, cried I? They have 
locked me in to Night, ſaid he; the Fathers are 
miſtruſtful ; and ſuch a ſtrict Charge has been gi- 
ven with me, that they thought proper to take 
this Precaution We are finely off, then, an- 
| ſwered I, what ſhall we do now? There is no 
ſuch Thing as breaking open the Door; for that 
would make too much Noiſe. And the Windows 
| are 
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are fo 1 N grated, replied he, there is no 
l of getting out that Way. 


. whether you can't raiſe up the Door, re- 
joined I; 


befides its being very heavy, the Hin- 
ges are riveted, reſumed Fryar Angel; J am ſtark 
mad, continued he, and if you cannot find out 
ſome Expedient to releaſe me, I ſhall die with 
Vexation. Piſh, piſh, ſaid I, we have ſtill two 
Days to think on it. 
won't depend upon that, anſwered he, freſh 
Orders be given To- morrow; I am even ſur- 
rized to the laſt Degree, that they ſhould be ſo 
ar deluded, to repoſe ſo great a Confidence in 
you, for ſuch Story of a Cock and a Bull, as you 
invented. Your Compliment is very encouraging, 
replied I; however, for once, as I have. jome 
Value for you, I will return Good for Evil. 
Hark you, I have found out an infallible Ex- 
pedient. 5 
What is it, ord he, interrupting me haſtily ? 
Get up the Chimney, ſaid I, and then—The | 
Devil take your Expedient, cry*d he, again inter- 
rupting me, in a Paſſion, there is never a Fire- 
Place. That is no Fault of mine, addedT; we 
muſt ſtudy ſome other Way; compoſe yourſelf; 


it requires ſome Time to conſider about it. 


I puzzled my Brains then about it, above half 


an Hour, and could not think on any Thing that 


I liked: Fryar Angels Cell was ſurrounded by 
thoſe of the other Novices: I knew, indeed, we 
might force open the Door, and might not, per- 
haps, have any 'Thing to fear from the Monks; 
becauſe the Adventure of the Night before might 1 
keep them in ſome Awe; but this would have 
been a great Piece of Preſumption, to have run 
the Venture, ang we contrary _ have hap- 


Ebe- 


| 1 88 


© BE BT 


« 
't 
: 
Y 
* 
4 
8 
* 
5 
bf 
5 
4 
«7 
* 
7 
4 
2 
F 
o 
* 
1 
* 


at the Hour, at which the Alarm was to ſtrike, I 


L 59 J | = 
I bethought me then of making Fryar Angel 


- counterfeit Sickneſs next Day; in that Cafe, we 


might have placed a Sort of Head, covered with 
his Night-Cap, in his Bed; by which Means, he 
might have hid himſelf in the Day-tune in my 
Garret, where he might have waited *till Night; 
but this Scheme might have failed likewiſe, and 
Delays were dangerous. | 

After long ruminating to no Purpoſe, I came to 


2 Reſolution on a ſudden, by caſting my Eyes up- 


on a Dial, that faced the Dormitory, and had an 
Alarm belonging to it, to call up the Fathers at 
Four in the Morning to Mattins. My Deſign 
pleaſed me highly ; I thought it could not fail of - 
Succeſs ; wherefore, addreſſing myſelf to Fryar 
Angel, are you ready to come out, faid I ? What 


| ſignifies that Queſtion, anſwered he; is my Door 


open? No, replied I, but it ſhall be preſently: 
Which way will you bring that to paſs, purſued 
he? I will tell you, reſumed I to him; I am going 
to awaken all the Fathers. You are mad then, 
cried he, interrupting me in a Paſſion. 

Have a little Patience, ſaid I, my good angry 


Brother ; do not you rife every Morning to Mat- 


tins? Yes, undoubtedly, anſwered he, and what 
then? Well, well, compoſe yourſelf then, re- 
plied I ; inſtead of going to them as uſual at Four, 
you ſhall be called now at Midnight: As ſoon as-- 
your Door is open, lay hold on that Opportunity, 
and make haſte to me in the Church-Yard. Upon 
my Word, crycd he, out of all Patience, I cannot 
comprehend how you mean to accompliſh your 


Deſign : Rely upon me, ſaid I, leaving him, and 
you will ſoon ſee Bigand is no Fool. 3 


Having thus ſpoken, I went up to the Dial, I 
moved the Hand forward, and, putting it almoſt 


had 


=_ with Madam de B 


| + 0 3 | 

| had ſcarce got to the Bottom of the Stairs, when 

- it went off; and, on entring the Church-Y ard, I 
| heard the firſt Ringing of the Bell to Mattins. I 
"ap begun then to have a good Opinion of my Strata- 
em; and, accordingly, it had all the Succeſs 


J * 15 that I could have deſired. 


ING Monks went deroutly to Church, and 
Fryar ngel's Door was ſet open; for great Care 
was always taken to make him go thither: He 
followed my Advice, and haſtening to me quickly; 
Thou art a brave Fellow, ſaid he, embracing 
me; prithee let us have no Compliments, cried I, 
but take me on your Shoulders, otherwiſe l am 
too ſhort to get over the Wall; he did ſo, and b 
chat Means I mounted thereon; he did the ſame; | 

and we were both ſoon in the Street. | 


ee eee eee ce 
CHAP. VI. 


x yer Angel meets Bericard bis favourite Footman, 


and Confidant ; who procures him an Interview 
- Bigand very much dif- 
| ſatisfied with F ryar Angel ; and why. 


l | 2 8⁰ O far all is very well, ſaid I to Fryar Angel, as 


ſoon as we had leapt into the Street; but what 

will become of us now ? I have not a Farthing, 
and I do not believe you are much better ſtocked; 

ou are in a Fryar's Habit, and I am dreſſed like a 

Scullion : Should the Watch but happen to come 

this Way, and lay their unſanQtified Paws upon 

we ſhould be a Couple of r Sparks, and 

= a very fine Piekle : But, ſuppoſi ing 2 Misfor- 


tune ſhould not light upon us, whither ſhall we 
You 


* 


now ** for Refuge? 


111 
You ſhould have made all theſe wile Roflefti- 
ons, before you left the Monaſtery, cried Fryar 
Angel, . interrupting me ys but, is it 
polfible, that, with all the Wit you have ſhewn, 
in inventing fuch an extraordinary Story off-hand, 
to impoſe upon and terrify the poor credulous 
Monks, you ſhould now be uneaſy about ſuch a 
'Trifle. 3 | 
What ! faid I, do you call it a Trifle, to be 
turned looſe into the Streets of Paris in the tick- 
liſhCircumſtances wherein we are at preſent? Yes, 
my Lad, continued Fryar Angel, whom, for the 
future, we ſhall ſtyle D*O/illy, (that being the 
Name of his Family) nothing now gives me any 
Pain. Paris is my never- failing Spring; I know 
every Inch of it; fear not, we will not want for 
any Thing. ; „ 
I have a Thought, even now come into my 
Head, which I believe would do our Buſineſs.; 
were it not that I am reſtrained from putting it in 
Execution, by the Apprehenſion of falling again 
into the Hands of Monſ. de 7 The Dread 
of that is the only Thing, which caſts a Damp 
upon my Spirits; and allays the Joy I ſhould 
otherwiſe feel, at having at laſt recovered my dear 
Liberty. 8 | 2; | 
Tou ought to make yourſelf eaſy upon that 
Head, rejoined I; how do you know whether 
that Miniſter is ſtill in Favour, or whether he is 
now anAdmirer of the Lady of whom you told me? 
If either of theſe ſhould happen, you would no 
longer have any Thing to fear from him: It is very 
eaſy to ſee that the Puniſhment inflicted on you 
by Monſ. de T——, was more owing to his being 
jealous of your rivaling him in his Miſtreſs, than 
to his Deſire of chaſtiſing you for the Crimes, 
whereof you have been guilty, I begin to be of 
. G the 


—— — ts be ——— 


rw 
— — 4 


3 a 
3 
2 
| 1. 
4 
% * 
* > 
4 
8 
Fe 
* 
2 
0 
Q 
| $ 
\ * 
* * 
* 
_ Y 
. 3 
: 
4 . 
x 
* 
r 
1 
\ * ” 
__— 
ö 1 
1 3 
U . 
j Z 
of 
+» 
i| 5 
b 
_— — 
N _ 
| 13 
7 "= 
ES 
i 
r 
SITE 7 
+ 14,7 nl 
3 155 
11 
j +7 8 
1 
' 1 : 
3! . 
SY [1 * 
n 
1 27 
l * 4B 
: 
+2 
\* Is 
7 #4 
6 F 
* 
0 TY } 
i ; ; 
. + 
> 
* TS 
1 
N 
17 
9 TT 
\ 4 4 4 
£ * 1 By 
"BJ 
7 Ci 
n 
: 
b 7 ' 
3:43 : 
15.99 
444 
8 5 
1 
N * 
14 
ESE | 7 
b 
( 
N 


. 

— ——— — 
— — — 8 
< IS > 4 


* 


5 - 1 62 1 
the ſame Opinion, returned D'Oj#l ; however, 
that be, let us run the Hazard of putting it to the 


Toft 


have a Mind, purſued he, to go to Madam 
de B—s; it is no unſeaſonable Hour for her; 
it is a good Way thither, however, and I am po 


little afraid of ſome croſs Accident. If we can 


'get ſafely thither, how do -I know, (though ſhe 
ſhould not be moved, with what has befallen me, 
on her Account) but ſhe may put me in a Wey 
to recover my Loſſes. 

Upon mature Conſideration, I judged this, to 


| * none of the worſt of Thoughts; for, had 


Monſ. de 7 happened to be there, the 
Fryar's Habit, which D*Of#ly had on, would, in 
all Probability, have diſguiſed him ſo much, that 
he would not have been known by him: I en- 
couraged him, therefore, to perſevere in his 


Deſign, and we went forward, on our Way thi- 


ther; flattering ourſelves, © as we were going 
along, with the fineſt Chimeras imaginable; and 
D' Oy making me a hundred fair Promiſes, of 
Which he never kept one. | 

I was greatly overjoyed, at having ſo good a 
Director at my ſetting out; and was in great 
Hopes, of improving finely, under him, thoſe 
little Talents, of which ] was Maſter. We 
Jogged along then together, diſcourſing thus 
about various Things, when, as we were paſſing 
by the Street Froment we heard a Noiſe, 


which made us apprehenſive of ſome Danger; 
and ſtood up againſt the * for fear of being 


diſcovered. 

For what Reaſon, cried a Man, who ſpoke 
very loud, would you have me marry a Woman, 
who is an utter Stranger to me? For what Rea- 


fon, anſwers another ! Have not I found you 


_- 


both 


A _— 

both locked in together, at an unſeaſonable Hour? 
A very pretty Reaſon indeed, reply'd the firſt! 
l met the young Woman, who, it ſeems, is your 
Siſter, at 'Ten o'Clock ; ſhe ſtops me, and tells. 
me, ſhe wants to ſpeak a Word with-me; I go 
up Stairs with her; ſhe complains ſhe has had- 
no Supper; I ſend for a fine Pullet ; you catch, 
us together at Table; we drink together; you 
ſay you like me very well; I thank you for your 
Compliment, and am your very humble Servant; 
ſo far all is as it ſhould be: But, to proceed af- 
terwards to Violence, in order to compel me, to- 
ſign a Promiſe of Marriage, that is a little too 
Eo 5 | | | 8 
+ Beſides, continued he, what Advantage would 
== you reap thereby? I am Valet de Chambre to- 
= a Maſter, who does not pay me my Wages; 
your Siſter and I ſhould ſoon be ſtarved to Death, 
Oh ! you tell me now a Circumſtance, that alters 
the Caſe, anſwered the other; and, ſince. you 
are but a Servant, a good Journey to you; you are 
not the Perſon 1 want; having thus ſaid they 
| Parted from each other. = 7 
Do you know, Bigand, cried D*O/lly then to- 
me, who the Man was, whom they would have 
obliged to marry, whether he would or not. 
Why, *tis Bericard himſelf; the very Footman, 
of whom you have heard me ſpeak : I knew him 
again by the Sound of his Voice; it was lucky 
to meet with. him thus; call him hither. But 
hold] what if he ſhould betray me! There is no 
Fear of that, ſaid I, unleſs you have given him 
Cauſe ſo to do, by ſome ill Uſage. „5 
If that is all, reſumed D' Oly, call him; he 
will be overjoyed to ſee me: However, upon 
ſecond Thoughts, continued he, let us run no 
2 MG Hazard 
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| Hazard ; but, go you after him, and overtake 
him; when you have ſo done, enter into ſome 


Difcourfe with him about me; and, according 
as you find him diſpoſed, take you your Reſo- 
lution. 5 

I judged his Advice good, wherefore, I fol- 
lowed Bericard; and becauſe he walked very faſt, 
called after him, by his Name. It is to no Pur- 
zoſe, cried he, {imagining it was the Woman's 
Brother who purfued him, and had changed his 
his Mind) I have forſworn Matrimony. That is 
not what I want with you, Monſ. Bericard, ſaid 
I, pray ſtay a little: Upon hearing himſelf 


named, he turned about, thinking it was ſome £ 


of his Acquaintance, and advanced to meet me. 
Though IT am an abſolute Stranger to you, 
Sir, faid I, when I came up with him, I am 


at your Service, if you ftand in need of any 
Aſſiſtance, in the Afſair, that has Jul happened 


i . 


to you. I am very much obliged to, you, 


anſwered he; the Fellow took me for a 


Bubble, but he was miſtaken ; and, I believe, 
Has given over all Thoughts of his ridiculous 


Deſign: But, may I aſk, Sir, continued be, 
how you came to be ſo well informed of my 
Name? That is eaſy to tell you, replied I; you 
lived with a Maſter, who lodged in the ſame 
Houſe with me; and though I was but young at 


that time, I knew you again readily, by your 


Voice. | 

Ay! pray who was that Maſter, rejoined 
Bericard? Monſ. D'Cfilly, anſwered I, Oh! 
Heavens! cried he, interrupting me, poor Gen- 
tleman ! How much was I concerned at his Mis- 
fortune? He was ſo good a Maſter ! nor was [ 
the only one, who was greatly grieved thereat. 
A certain Lady, of his Acquaintance, did all that 
: _— = was 


3 
was in her Power to ſerve him; but he had too 
potent an Adverſary to deal with. 5 
T have tryed all Manner of Ways to find him 
out, by her Order, but could never ſucceed 
therein; you, that are acquainted with him, have 
you heard any thing about him? I would giye all 
I have in the World, to get. ſome News of him. 
It would be a very eaſy Matter, ſaid I ſpeaking 
lower, to ſatisfy your Cui ioſity; but I have no 
Good to tell you; he is at Liberty, at preſent, 
but has not got a Doit. Ah ! what ſignifies that, 
continued he, let me but know where he is; [ 
have no great Matter, but it is all at his Service; 
and I will ſoon leave the Maſter I now live with, 
to return to him. | | 
Since you are thus difpoſed, reſumed I, you 
ſhall ſee him immediately; he is not far off, 
Bericard ſeemed greatly overjoyed at this News; 
whereupon D*O/illy, who was behind us liſtening, 


R 8 ſhewed himſelf ; and his old Servant embracing 


him eagerly,. expreſſed his Satisfaction, in the 
moſt lively Terms: EN | 

How infinitely am I rejoiced, faid the young 
Fellow, that I have met you ſo fortunately ; and, 
that it is in my Power to ſerve you, at this Junc- 
ture! You would have been puzzled, to have 
found a Place of Shelter, at this Time of Night; 
this Habit would have created. ſome diſagreeable 
Suſpicions of you; but, now, I will carry you to 
my Lodging, where No-body will fet Eyeson you. 

My Maſter is gone to Yer/ailles, and is not to 
return this Week ; during that Interval, we ſhall 
have Time to. take other Meaſures, and to provide. 
you a convenient Lodging; I hope all. Things 
will go the beſt in the World. „ 
How glad will Madam de B- — be, to ſee 
you ! When we get home, I have Abundance of 
"of G 3 things 


191 0 
Things to tell you, with which, I am well aſſur- 
ed, you will be highly delighted. As we were 
thus talking, we arrived at the Street de R——. 
Aba l cry'd 2 Ily, 1 ſhould know this Neigh- 

debeo; the Door Jou are opening ſeems # 
to me to be that where Madam de B. (lives. 

ou are not much miſtaken, anſwered Bericard, 
her Houſe j Joins to this; and her Brother, upon 
whom wait, lodges here. But, notwithſtanding | 
they are two different Houſes, there is a Door, 
that maintains a Communication between the one 
and the other ; and, if Madam de B is not 
gone to Bed, I am mightily miſtaken, if ſhe will 
not be glad to ſee you, as ſoon as ſhe knows that 
you are at Liberty. 

I ſhall take great Care, ſaid D*O/illy, how I 
appear before her, in the Garb wherein I am at 
preſent. Why ſo, cry'd Bericard ? On the con- 
trary, I think it is the moſt likely Way in the 
World to move her. What one fees, always 
makes more Impreſſion upon one, than what one 
only hears. Well, well, rejoin'd D'Ojþ lly, 1 hs do 
juſt as you would have me | 

Scarce had we enter'd the Lodging, when we 
heard ſomebody rap at the Door beforementioned, 
that opened | into the other Houſe ; and a Wo- 
man's Voice, asking who was there. Bericard 
| having anſwered it washe; my. Miſtreſs, ſaid the 
Voice, deſires to know, whether your Mafter is 
returned. No, reply'd he, but inform your Lady, 
if ſhe is not gone to Bed, I ſhould be glad to ſpeak 

with her ; and have ſomething to tell her, which 
Fj pleaſe her very much; The Maid ran accord- 


| ingly, to deliver this Meſſe to her Miſtreſs, 

= the Door opened ſoon after. 
l any Thing be more curious than a Wo- 
Eſpecially, when one gives her Hopes of 
ſomewhat 


% \ 1 ] 

ſome what that is new, and will delight her? But, 
not to make any farther Reflections, the Door, as 
has been. obſerved before, opened, and, Who 
ſhould come in, but Madam de B herlelt ! 
| who, ſeeing D*O/ily and me, in a pretty\extraore- 
dinary Dreſs, aſked Bericard, what was the Mean- 
ing of her finding Strangers, at that Hour, in her 
' Brother's Apartment? | 

I am very unfortunate, Madam, cried D*Q/#lly. 
throwing himſelf at her Feet, in being taken for 
ſuch by you, and in not having the Honour to be 
known to you. Heavens! Is it you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
after having viewed him attentively for ſome Mo- 
ments? My good Stars! what a Transtorma- 
tion is here! Who the Deuce could have known 
you again in that Habit? On my Word, you are 
not a little obliged to me, for having recollected 
your Features, under ſuch a Diſguiſe. Get. up, 
that Robe was not made to be ſo debaſed, 
| Whence come you then? where have you been? 
and why did you never let me hear from you); 

Theſe Queſtions gave D' Oly an Opportunity 
of relating to her all that had befallen him, fince 
his having left her in the Foire- Saint-Germain. 
Don't you remember, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as he had 
done, that I had but too well foreſeen the Misfor- 
tune with which you was threatened ; the Face 
of Affairs, however, is greatly changed fince that 
Time: Obſerve you, in your Turn, what bas 
happened during your Abſence. 

I ſtaid at O/euf's till Midnight, and trembled, 
when I faw you did not return; ſuſpecting but tag 
truly, that ſome Diſaſter had befallen you: Ac- 
cordingly, 1 ſent 2 truſty Servant to your Lodg- 
ing, in order to be informed how Matters ſtood; 
and he brought me Word of your having been 
taken into Cuſtody, 1 reproached my ſelf with 


having 


1 
having been the Occaſion of it, and was quite in- 
conſolable; wherefore I went directly to Monſ. 
de T——'$; I did not reflect at all upon the Step 
I was. going to take; your Misfortune had touched 
me, and you was become dear to me. | 

He was juſt gone to Bed; and, I know not 
whether it was owing to his Anger at what had 
paſſed, or whether he ſuſpected the Occaſion. 
of my Viſit, but in vain did J uſe all Manner of 
Intreaties to ſee him; he continued inexorable, 
and abſolutely refuſed to admit me I returned 
home, exceſſively nettled, and fully reſolved to be 
revenged of him: A Woman can always find the 
Means, when fhe is aſſured her Power is not 
upon the Decline. 

Monſ. de 7 loved me too well, to be two 
Days without coming to viſit me: e would have 
begun by reprimanding me. but I would not ſo 
much as vouchſafe to offer at excuſing myſelf; we 
came to an Explanation, and he was forced to own 
himſelf in the wrong. In vain did he beg to be re- 
conciled to my Favour; I would not conſent: 


thereto, but on Condition of his reſtoring you to | 


your Liberty; he promiſed he would, and made 
his Peace with me-on that Conſideration. | 
However, I muſt own to you ingenuouſly, that 
on propoſing it to him ſeveral Times afterwards, 
I found him ſo much averſe thereto, that I would 
not urge him about it any more: I did not know 
ou well enough to take Things ſo much to Heart; 
it would have been making myſelf appear criminal 
in his Eyes; and endeavouring to embroil myſelf 
with a Man, to whom 1 was indebted for all I 
had; he took my Complaiſance to him in this Re- 
ſpect very kindly: | . 
In the mean while, his Intereſt began to de- 
eline; he was not inſenſible of it, and aſked Leave 
a | 24:5 25 
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to retire; upon which all his Creatures turned their 
Backs upon him. I lamented his Misfortune; and 
gave him ſincere Proots of my Concern thereat z 
but, as he was more wedded to Ambition than 
Love, his AﬀeQtion for me abated. | 
Ne left no Stone unturned, in order to get him- 
ſelf recalled, but in vain; his ee HRS 
who, whilt he was in Favour, had aſſured him 
that nothing ſhould be capable of producing any 
Change in them, were the very firſt to oppoſe his 
being reinſtated in his Employments. Their In- 
gratitude touched him to the Quick ; upon which 
he reſolved never more either to ſee them, or ſet 
his Foot in a Place ſo deſtitute of all Sentiments of 
Honour and Gratitude ; and has retired to one of 

his Eſtates in ——. EE, FY 
We parted with each other the beſt Friends in- 
the World: I was the only Perſon who did not 
forſake him, all the while he remained at Paris; 
from the Moment his Fortune changed, to the 
Time of his fetting out for his Country-Seat, I 
was never abſent from him one Minute; and I did 
that for him in his Adverſity, which he could never 
prevail on me to conſent to in the Height of his 
Proſperity : I ſacrificed to him all thoſe Acquaint - 
ance of whom he had till then been fo jealous, 
This Bebaviour, touched him in the moſt ſenſi- 
ble Part; he is“ immenſely rich; and to ſhew 
me how great a Value he fet upon my Way of 
thinking, he has put me in a Condition no longer 
to ſtand in need of any one, by ſettling upon me an 
Eſtate of twelve thouſand Livres per annum. My 
Brother alſo has felt the good Effects of his Fa- 
vour, by being enabled to purchaſe a Company. 
In ſhort, Monſ. de T— took his Leave of me, and 
ſet out for his Retirement; being determined there 
to 


1 ey 
to ſpend the Reſt of his Days. Ever ſince that 
Time, we write regularly to each other: and, ac- 
cordingly, I intend to ſend him Word how Mat- 
ters are with you; and to engage him, if poſſible, 
to repair the Miſchief he has done you. 
In the mean while, till we ſee what Effect my 
Letter will produce, I deſire you to ſtay with me; 


and accept wherewithal to appear again in the -| 


World: It is impoſſible, that your Affairs ſhould 


not have ſuffered greatly by your Impriſonment; 


it is but Juſtice, therefore, (as I have been the Oc- 


 cafion thereof) that I ſhould uſe my utmoſt En- | 


deavours to reſtore you to the ſame Condition, 


-wherein I firſt knew you. 


Charmed with the agreeable Hopes with which 
this® Account had flattered his Imagination, 
D*Ofilly had Recourſe to the moſt lively Terms, 
to expreſs how much affected he was with her 
obliging Offers. He did not want Wit; and he 
ſtrained it to the higheſt Pitch, in order to per- 


ſuade the Lady, the Love he had always retained 
for her, together with his being baniſhed her 


Sight, had been the moſt ſenſible Aggravation of 
his Torments; and adding that, notwithſtanding 
his Confinement had been the entire Ruin of his 


Fortune, his Loſs was more than made up to him, 
by the infinite Pleaſure he then enjoyed, in be- 


holding her again. a | 
Madam de B-— was agreeably flattered like - 
Wiſe, by this well- turned Compliment ; and it 


was viſible in her Eyes; ſhe lowered her Voice 
afterwards, and aſked him who I was: He an- : 
ſwered her, in the ſame Manner, that I had done 


him ſome Service; and that, to requite me for it, 

he was willing to accept me for his Footman.. 

I was not a little nettled at this Diſcourſe ; we 

were ſo near upon a Level, that I could not have 
| imagined: - | 


Lat 1 
imagined he would have undervalued me ſo much; 
but, the Hopes he had conceived of re- eſtabliſn- 

ing his Fortune, ever ſince what Madam de B— 
had told him, had made him both forget his own 
Meanneſs, and how much he was obliged to me. 
No doubt my Aſpe& being none of the moſt 
ſightly, it would have put him to the Bluſh, 
ſhould he have owned me for one of his Friends. 
However that be, the Ingratitude of his Pro- 
cedure on that Occaſion, cured me of the advan- 
tagious Opinion I had entertained of him; and 
| Reſentment ſucceeded in its Stead ; I reſolved, 
therefore, to diſſemble, till a favourable Oppor- 
tunity ſhould offer to make an Advantage of him, 
and then to give him the Drop. | 
After a tea of two Hours, bet 
D*O/illy, and the Lady, they took Leave of each 
other: but not *till ſhe had ordered Bericard to 
lay him in her Brother's Apartment : Accordingly 
the young Fellow, who had been very mych de- 
voted to him, and who knew him 1 b 
ally, executed this Injunction with great Zeal and 
Diligence; bringing him a magnificent Night- 
Gown, with Linen ſuitable thereto, and every 
Thing neceſſary towards furniſhing him with a 
genteel Undreſs. + | 
D'' Ohh made not the leaſt Offer to decline ac- 
cepting of ſo much Deference; but ſuffered him 
ſelf to be thus waited on, without any Reluc- 
tance; nay, ſo much was he puffed up, by the 
Regard paid him; and ſo much State did he take 
upon him, that one ſhould not have known 


mim to have been the ſame Perſon ; his very 


Looks and Manner of Speech were altered: 
If I faid any thing, his Anſwers were ſhort 
and dry, reſembling more thoſe of an impe- 
rious Matter, than of a Friend or Acquaintance ; 

| N | an 
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was to order Bericard, to ſhew me ſome Garret, 


by any Means; being not only too ſhort, but al- 
ed he, who will bring himſelf to the Gallows, 


however, upon mature "Conſideration, he muſt 


pair thither privately; and, when you are got | 
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And, to crown all, the only Favour he did me, 


"where I might lie till Morning; when he would 
Tee hat could be done for me. 
This Injunction was punctually comply'd with; 
for, I was conducted to a ſorry Dog- hole, where 
1 found a moſt miſerable Flock-Bed; which 
muſt certainly have ferved the worſt of Scullions, 


it was ſo exceſſive dirty. I reſolved however, to 


have Patience for the preſent; and, as ſoon as I 

was left alone, crept drown' Stairs again bare- foot, 

and liſtened at every Door, to which I came. 
At laſt, I got to that of D*O/flly's Bed- Chamber; 
and clapping my Ear thereto, over-heard a Diſ- 
courſe, wherein I was very nearly concerned. ; 
That gratefut Friend was juſt then telling Be- 
ricard, very ingenuouſly, that I did not ſuit him . 


ſo very dangerous. Tis a little Raſcal, continu- 


one Day or other; he is made up of a Thouſand 
vicious Inclinations. Adding, that nevertheleſs, 
he was obliged not to caſt me off, abruptly, on 
account of the Service J had done him; but, | 


rid his Hands of me, as ſoon as poſſibly he could | 
with any 2 | | " A 
Let me alone for that, ſaid Bericard ; as ſoon | 
as my Lady has ſettled your Affairs, I will look 
out for an Apartment for you, and he ſhall know | 
nothing of the Matter ; this done, you ſhall re- | 


there, he ſhall be-told, you are ſet out Poſt, 
for the firſt Place whereon we ſhall agree. As he 
is acquainted with your laſt Adventure, he will | 
Teadily believe, that having heard ſome Officers 

| Fg, were 
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in Queſt of you, with Intent to take you again 
into 8 had made your Eſcape. 
I will order him, then, in your Name, to 
go thither after you; and will give him ſo 
little Money, for that Purpoſe, that, ſhould 


he have a Mind to return, upon not finding 


u there, he will not have wherewith to bear 
bis Charges back again. An admirable Ex- 
pedient, cried the perfidious D'Oflly It is 
doing me a real Service, to deliver me from 
that Scoundrel; adding ſeveral other pretty Epi- 
thets of the ſame Kind, which I ſhall not re- 
peat, out of Modeſty. £5 

I was thoroughly incenſed at his Ingrati- 
tude; and fully reſolved to be ſeverely re- 
venged on him; I have ever been ſo hap- 


Py, to retain the good Qyality of remem- 


bring, all my Life whoever does me an ill 
Turn: With theſe laudable Sentiments, I left 
his Chamber-Door, and was. going again up 
Stairs, when I ſaw a Light at a Window, 
oppoſite to that of the Stair-Caſe. They both 
looked into a little Yard, and were ſo near to 
each other, that by getting out at that of the 


Stair-Caſe, I could eaſily ſet my Foot upon the 


Stone-work of the other. 'This done, the Glaſs 
was ſo clear, that I could plainly diſcern a Man 


| leaning upon a Writing-Table, who was dreſſed 


with the utmoſt Magnificence; but the Shade 


ofa little Hat, he had pulled down over his Eyes, 


prevented my diſtinguiſhing his Features: He 
was writing, and ſeemed to apply himſelf there 
to, with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs. 

[| was going, therefore, to withdraw, not 


ſeeing any Thing that could excite my Curi- 
oſity; when, caſting my Eyes on one Side, a 


Pair of Piſtols, that lay a- croſs each other, upon 
Vor. I. H 1 
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the Table, ſtruck my Sight; and, looking ſome- 
- what farther, I beheld a little Caſket that was 
turned upſide down, out of which came a great 
Quantity of Gold. I gazed upon it with Plea- 
ſure, having always had a ſingular Value for that 
Metal; but was not long, before my Eyes were 
diverted from it, by Things of much more Im- 


portance,  _ | 

The Gentleman, who was writing, laying 
aſide his Pen, caſt his Eyes up to Heaven, 
and fetched a great Sigh; at this Motion, I 
had an Opportunity of obſerving his Features: 
He ſeemed to be between Thirty and Forty, 
and of an engaging and noble Aſpe@; but 
buried in a moſt profound Melancholy. Af. 
ter having conſidered a few Minutes within 
himſelf, he took up his Paper whereon he 
was writing, and read loud enough for me to 
_.oyer-hear every Word: Accordingly, I did 
not loſe one Syllable; and the Beginning af- 
fected me ſo much, that, though the Poſture 
wherein I ſtood was very uneaſy, I gave the 
greateſt Attention thereto, | „„ 


CHAP, 


| E ? 
FFC LE LPELY 
CHAT. VE} ' 
We muſt not always believe Appearances. The 


Story of an Englith Nobleman, upon this 
Head, © 5 


Er 


The Marqueſs of Sinectthon, to the falſe Ladß 
-"_ - Sthelhort. | 


B EFORET return to the Duſt from whence 
| I fprung, and am no more ſeen, I am deter- 
mined to publiſh my Story to the Univerſe; and the: 
juſt Reaſons I have to renounce this Life. The 
Engliſh are generally accuſed of abandoning them- 
ſelves too eaftly to Deſpair ; (becauſe ſome of them 
bade been known to end their Days generouſly) and 
People have not given themſelves Time to examine, 
whether theſe Tranſports of Fury have been moſt. 
owing to Heroiſm, or to Weakneſs and Puſullanimity, 
I dare aver, there is no one, of any Nation whatever, 
who, were be in my Place, after what bas befallen 
me, would not bave reſolved upon taking the mo 
violent Courſe, If am to be blamed, it is only for | 
not revenging myſelf otherwiſe than by ending my 
own Days: Any other but I would, perbaps, have 
begun his Vengeance, by ſacrificing the ungrateful 
falſe one who is now the Cauſe of all my Mis fortunes ; 
tut, O, unprofitable Revenge ! the Crime is alrea- 
dy perpetrated; can the ſhedding all the Blood in 
ber Veins, prevent its having been committed ? 


H 2 Having 
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Having read this Letter very diſtinctly, the 
Unknown went on, with the Peruſal of what 
- He had written, (as if to examine, whether he 


had been guilty of any Miſtake) and read as fol- 
lows. 


I am a Native of England; of an illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, which have always ſignalized themſelves, 
by their fincere Attachment to their lawful Sove- 
reigns. I followed the Fortune of the Chevalier 
D » Which was but indifferent; and ſpent 
part of my Eſtate, to ſupport him in the various 
> where he has been obliged to take Re- 
fuge. £5 » | 
He was a Lover of the Ladies; and I was his 
Confidant in all his Intrigues; the little Inclination 
he had always obſerved in me, for the Fair Sex, 
and which he knew not to be affected, rendered 
it impoſſible for him, to chooſe one more proper 
for that Purpoſe. We travelled incognito ; he re- 
quired nothing of me but my Friendſhip; and had 
| obliged me to forbear all thoſe Marks of Reſpe& 
which were due to him. 

One Evening. when we were at the Opera, a 
Lady of unparallelled Beauty, and the utmoſt 
Magnificence, happened to fit in the next Box to 
us : Her languiſhing Eyes inſpired the Heart with 
the moſt lively Paſſion that Love can produce; 
ſhe was dreſſed in a brown Head *, which, with 
the jetty Blackneſs of her Locks, heightened the 

dazzling Luſtre of her lovely Skin, that might 
have vy'd for Whiteneſs, with the Snow. 

_ _ The Chevalier D — obliged me to take 
Notice of her; after which confeſs Sine&4thon, ſaid 
he to me, pretty loud, that there is the Abſtract 


It was formerly the Cuſtom for Ladies to wear 
loured Heads. | * 1 | $5 


5 1 1 
of all Perfection. If you don't abſolutely ſur- 
prize me, replied I, with your enthuſiaſtic Rap- 
tures! Will you be all your Days an Idolizer 
of Beauty. Have you not learned ſufficiently, at 
your own Expence, that the more lovely a Wo- 
man is, the more dangerous ſhe is likewiſe? 
Could you but once be brought to think like me, 
you would avoid Abundance of Trouble and Vex- 
ation; I can look at them without deſiring them. 

Heaven torbid! anſwered he; I ſhould then be 
deprived of ſome of the moſt agreeable Moments 
of my Life! You are, I believe, the only one of 
your Kind; for, where is the Man, who carries 
his Hatred to that amiable Sex to ſuch a Length 
as you do viſibly every Day. You go ſomewhat 
too far, replied I; I cannot agree, that I have 
any Averſion to Womankind; you ſhould only have 
ſaid, therefore, that I am happy enough not to fall 
in Love with them; and conſequently not to be 
their Slave. | 1 

A young Toupee of Quality interrupted here 
our Converſation, by whifpering us in the Ear 
loud enough to be heard by all the Boxes near us, 
that the Marqueſs D— had juſt obtained a De- 
cree, impowering him to confine his Wife in a 
Convent, on Account of his having ſurprized her, 
(as his Jealouſy ſurmiſed) with two Lovers at once. 
A very pretty Reaſon ; continued he, ironically! 
If his Petition ſhould be allowed to be well ground- 
ed, and be drawn into a Precedent, we ſhould ſoon 
loſe a great Part of the prettieſt Women in Town. 
'This Story afforded me a fair Oppo: tunity, to in- 
veigh againſt the whole Sex: and, accordingly, I 
ſpoke all the ill of them, which I then actually 
thought. 25 | 
The Chevalier D then aſked the ſmart 
young Toupee, who that beautiful Lady was, of 
. whom 
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whom he had juſt made me take Notice. Stap 


my Vitals, cried the pert Coxcomb, are not you 
ed of your Ignorance? What | Don't you 


| know the beautiful Widow, my Lady Sthelhor ft 


You her Countryman l 1 know her very well by 
Name, anſwered the Chevalier D—, but, as 


for her Perſon, it is impoſſible, I ſhould have been 


acquainted with her; I have been but Four Days 
at Faris; which Way, then, can I have ſeen 
every one that is in it ? 

The Excuſe is tolerably deviſed, purſued the 
young Witling ; but will not be admitted, a- 
mongſt us Connoifſeurs, of the firſt Rate, in the 
Affairs of Gallantry. A Perſon of your Age and 


Figure, and a profeſſed Admirer of the Ladies, 
ougght to have been accquainted with her, on the 
very firſt Day of his Arrival. 
What ſhould ſuch a one do, the Moment he 


comes into ſuch a City as this? Why, he ſhould 
make it his Buſineſs, to enquire after the 
molt celebrated Beauties; this Lady is eſteemed 


one of the firſt Rank; and, accordingly, would. 
have been one of the firſt named to you; and 


thus you would have known her : What a pretty 
Excuſe indeed have you found out 
Why, how do you think I act in this Reſpect? 


'There is hardly a handſome Face, in all Paris, 
but I can give an exact Deſcription of it. I go 


every Day four times to the Theatres. Four 


times in one Day, cry'd the Chevalier D), 
which Way is that poſſible? A mighty Matter to be 


wondered at, indeed, anſwered the pert Lord Fan- 
ny] nevertheleſs, it is nothing but the real Truth. 


I am now actually juſt come from the Italian 


Comedy; you ſee me here, at preſent at the O- 
pera; and, as ſoon as I have made an Appoint- 


ment for a Supper, which, at this time, employs : 


ans oh R8q®# wn dS Wand Ok 
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my Thoughts, I will do the French Comedy the 
Favour, to make my Appearance there, en paſ- 
fant ; I will juſt ſtay to ogle ſome of the Boxes, 


and from thence will run to the comic Opera, 


where I will take up La S, and carry her to 
ſup with me at Oſouf's, at the Foire St. Germuin. 
You ſee, all this is not very difficult ; and, I am 
ſurprized, to the laſt Degree, that you ſhould in 
the leaſt wonder at it. 5 
But, cry'd I, interrupting him, how can you 
paſs Sentence, upon a new Piece, with ſo much 


Wit, and in ſuch a deciſive manner. as I hear you 


every Day, ſince you make no longer Stay at any 
of them ? The Marquis is a very pretty Gentleman 


WW likewiſe, ſaid the young Powder- puff, with a Sneer. 


Is a Man, like me, made, to fit three long Hours in 
one Place ? Or does he go to the Theatres, for 
the Sake of the Performance ? 85 

No, no; good my Lord Marquis, thoſe poor 
Wretches, the Authors, are obliged to come, and 


read their Works, with all Humility, to us; we 


are willing to grant them this Favour whilft our 
Cloaths are putting on; it is a fatiguing Time, 
which we muſt away with; one is liable to Duns; 
the Attention we pretend to give to theſe Pieces, 
whilſt they are reading, keeps them a little in Awe, 
and delivers us from their Importunities. | 

According to the Humour wherein we are, we 
| approve of them, or find Fault; if but two Words 

therein pleaſe us, we promiſe the Author, to take 
his Work under our Protection; we pronounce 
it excellent, to our Creatures; they are obliged 
to take our Words for it, and to acquieſce with 


our Opinion, whether they will, or not; it is the 


Way to pleaſe us, and that is ſufficient: They go 
to the Play; carry their Friends with them, and 


applaud the Performance; we enter juſt at the 


ſame 


* 


— 
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fame JunQure ſtay a few Minutes; but without 
giving any Attention to the Play; and, when we 
go out, we ſay aloud, Nothing can be finer ; this 
is indeed admirable : and thus, behold the Author 
well ſatisfy'd; and the Piece received with Ap- 
probation. 0 | 
Here my Lady S?helhorf, who had over- heard 
all, from the firſt Moment we entered the Opera, 
could not forbear Laughter ; upon which, the 
fmart Critic, of a new Kind, goes up to her, with 
the. confident Air of a young Fop of Quality, and 
preſenting the Chevalier D to her, the 
Converſation became very gallant ; I alone ſaid 
nota Word. She gave me, however ſuch Looks, 
from time to time, as ſeemed to ſhew, ſhe had a 
Deſign upon my Heart: nevertheleſs, it continu- 
ed inſenſible, and I came away unwounded. She 
did not ſuffer my indifference to eſcape unobſerved, 
but took off her Eyes from me, with a Spite, for 
which I could not help applauding myſelt. 
The Performance being over, we came out of 
the Opera ; and the Coach of the Chevalier D— 
being at ſome Diſtance, the beauteous Widow 
offered us a Place in her's; and carried us to her 
Hotel, where, without much Ceremony, ſhe kept 
us to Supper with her: Her Charms then diſ- 
played themſelves, to the greateſt Advantage ; the 
Chevalier D went away paſlionately in Love; 
whilſt I did her barely Juſtice, and that was all. 
I was ſole Days afterwards, without ſeeing 
her; but the Chevalier D— went thither con- 
ſtantly; ſhe was the only One, of all thoſe who 
had captivated him, that had ever made ſuch a 
laſting Impreſſion upon him; and, perhaps, ſhe 
was alſo the only One, who continued inſenſible 
of all his Addreſſes, and Proof againſt all his At- 
tacks, Formerly he uſed to court the Ladies, like 


a pert 


a pert Fop of Quality ; now he made his 
po? nam like A abmiſtve Lover: He was 
extremely amiable; infomuch, that I was ſurprized 

at, the Rigour with which he was treated; this 
made me conceive a very great Eſteem for my 
Lady; and that was no common Thing with me 

One Day when the Chevalier D— was telling 
me, with. ſome Concern, how little Progreſs he 
made, in his new Amour; Word was brought 
me, that a Footman deſired to ſpeak with me; 
I went out to him, therefore, and he delivered me 
a Letter, couched in the following Terms. 


L * T 
My Lady Sthelhorf to the Marquis of Senectthon. 


F OUR Days are elapſed, my Lord, ſinee you ſet 
Foot within my Doors : and yet the Chevalier 
D—— comes every Day: Why, ſince you ſeem ſo 

firiftly united in all other Reſpects, do you differ ſo 
widely in this Particular? And why 1 O! why, do 
tale Notice thereof * Whence proceeds that Aver- 

fron you bear to Women? Have you bad any Reaſon © 
to complain of them ? I bave a bundred Queſtions to 

aſs you; and ſhall wait for you, at Seven in the 
Evening, in the Thuilleries, in order to hear your 
Anſwers thereta ; you will find me with one of my 
Women upon the Terraſs. Would you believe it, that 
¶ have taken it in my Head, to get the better of all 
your Prejudices againſt our Sex # I flatter myſelf /o 
far, my Lord, to be perſuaded I H not miſcarry 

in ibis my Deſign. 

STHELHORF. 


This Letter nde n Emotion in me, for 
Which I could not aſſign any Reaſon; I went in 
Again 


| 11 
again to the Chevalier D „ who was juſt go- 
ing to ſet out for Court, in order to ſupport his In- 
tereſt there; and deſired me, in the mean while, 
to urge his Suit with my Lady: His chooſing 
me out for ſuch a Commiſſion, made me laugh; 
and I gave him to underſtand how abſolutely unfit 
I was to undertake it; wherefore, I would not be 
anſwerable for the Succeſs; but he only ſmiled 


thereat, in his Turn, and ſoon after departed for 


Verſailles. 

When the appointed Hour was come, I went to 
the Place of Aſſignation, not without a little Un- 
eaſineſs ; and found there the cruel Beauty, who 
ſeemed to have left Nothing undone; to keep her 
Word with me. She was perfectly inchanting ; 
the Weather was hot, and the Undreſs ſhe had on, 
was ſo gallant, and put on ſo much to her Advan- 
tage, that it was impoſſible to behold her, with- 
out falling a Victim to her Charms. I could not 


forbear doing her that Juſtice which was her due; 


and ſighed as I accoſted her: of which ſhe took 
Notice, and ſaw plginly I was not as uſual. 
Well, my Lord, ſaid ſhe to me, have you re- 


f fleted upon what I wrote to you; and are vou ſuf- 
ficiently upon your Guard againſt yourſelf] ? 1 ſhall 


not make Uſe of any Circumlocution, hen I con- 
fefs to you frankly that you are th Man whom, 
of all your Sex, | ſhould moſt chooſe to have de- 


voted to me. Ah! Madam, anſwered I, of what 


Advantage would ſuch a Triumph be to you? And 
ve e to you, that you ſhould ſo ar- 

dently deſire, fender me unhappy ? 

How ! cried my Lady, interrupting me, do you 

think 1 look likely to make a Man miſerable? 

Yes, Madam, replied I, ,with an Emotion, to 


which J had been, till then, a Stranger, I cannot 


conceive a greater Misfortune than that of falling 


R . 5 ul 


1 


in Love with you: Though J have never yet felt 


the Power of the blind Boy; I can but too eaſily 
comprehend that One cannot become your Ad- 
mirer, without undergoing all the 'Torments, a 
Man feels who burns with a hopeleſs Paſſion, 
without meeting with any Return; I have had ſo 
much Experience of this, that it has ſerved to ſe- 
cure me, againſt all the Snares of Love. 

Vain Reſiſtance] reſumed that imperious 
Beauty, you mult yield yourſelf my Captive; I 
allow you but eight Days to confeſs your Defeat; 
after that 'Time, ſhould you take it in your Head 


to be in Love with me; I give you Notice before- 


hand, that I will exerciſe a tyrannic Power over 
you: Yes, I will have you acknowledge, that 
you think me the moſt amiable of Women. 
There is no need to wait ſo long, Madam, re- 
joined I, for me fo agree, that you are lovely be- 
yond Expreſſion : But, what avails this Conteſſi- 


on, my Lady? What farther would you have of 


me? Spare my Heart I ſpare Nothing, cried. 
ſhe, interrupting me with a Smile ; make good 


Uſe of the Reſpite I have granted you; I am na- 


turally ſuſceptible of Compaſſion; if you do not 


ſubmit within that Term, | proclaim an eternal 


War with you; farewell, my Lord; I allow you 
Time to reflect upon it 
Having thus ſaid, ſhe rejoined one of her Wo- 
men, who ſtood at a little Diſtance; I would have 
made her ſome Anſwer ; but had not the Reſolu- 
tion: I found myſelf that inſtant{eized with a 
Kind of Emotion, which foretold me but too 
plainly, what would be the Effects of this Con- 
verſation. : 


I uſed my utmoſt Efforts to defend myſelf. 


againſt the Approaches of Love; but, it was all 


Over, he had taken Poſſeſſion of my Heart; in 


Val 
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tions called her. 
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|  ® gain did I endeavour to guard the Entrance againſt 

. - him; it was not in my Power: I was conſtrained 

to yield, then, and acknowledge my Defeat. 
My Lady ſeemed perfectly tranſported thereat ; 


and admitted of my Addreſſes; mean while the 


Chevalier D was obliged to undertake a ſhort 
Voyage; and I was almoſt as ſoon a Huſband as 
a Lover : In ſhort, I was entirely happy ; and re- 


gretted every Moment I had lived, without know- 


ing the moſt amiable of her Sex. 
Not long after the Chevalier D—returned; and 
I ſent him Word the more readily of my Mar- 


riage, becauſe he had given me Reaſon, by ac- 


ainting me with ſome new Intrigues, to believe 


he had no longer any Thoughts of my Lady. But, 
ſcarce had he arrived again at Paris, before his 


Paſſion for her, which had ſeemed extinct, during 


His Abſence, revived a freſh ; and by a moſt hor- 


rid Caprice, my perfidious Conſort, who had 
withſtood all his Attacks, whilſt ſhe was at her 


on Liberty, yielded herſelf up to him; when 


ſhe was no longer at her own Diſpoſal 


Three Months have they carried on a ſecret Cor- 


reſpondence together, without my having the leaſt 


| Suſpicion of it; till returning to Night from the 


Ball at the Opera; I promiſed myſelf a ſecret 
Pleaſure in ſurprizing her. She had told me, as 


I was going out, that ſhe was not well, and, 


therefore, ſhe would have her Supper and go to 
Bed betimes. Monſieur D—, one of my Acquain- 


tance, had been teazing me a Week, to ſpend an 


Evening with him ; I gave my Lady notice, there- 
fore, that I would comply with his Invitation to 


Nicht; and ſhe has, undoubtedly, taken Advantage 
d bis Opportunity, to ſtroll whither her Inclina- 
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In the mean while, I return Home; haſten up 
into her Apartment; and go on Tiptoe, that L 
may not diſturb her; I approach her Bedſide ; 
ull back the Curtain ; but find none of my 
Wife ; nor even the leaſt Sign, of her having 
ever been in Bed. I fly to her Cloſet ; and per- 
ceive there, by the Diſorder wherein I find her 
Toilet, that ſhe is gone Abroad; a cold Sweat 
and Shuddering ſeizes me all over ; I was never 
before inclined to Jealouſy ; but now I feel all the 
Torments of it; I ſearch about every where, and 
obſerve a Key forgotten upon a Writing-Table ; 
I open a Drawer; ſee a Letter; take it up tremb- 
ling; and find there the Proof of my Misfortune. 

Oh! my Lady, here it is! Thou loveſt the 
Chevalier D— ! Thou has admitted of his Vi- 
ſits many Times in.my Abſence ; thou pretendeſt 
Sickneſs, and makeſt Uſe of that, as a Cloak, to 
ſcreen thee in the Purſuit ,of thy new Intrigue. 
Falſe Woman | I ought to ſacrifice thee, in the 
Arms of him, who——But what do I ſay ? Per- 
fidious, and ungrateful as thou art, I can never 
hurt, what I have once ſo much loved ; and find 
I ſhall till, love as long as I live. My Death ſhall 
puniſh both myſelf, for my Weakneſs, and thee, 
for this Unworthineſs ; I ſhall berevenged by thy 
Remorſe, and the Stings of thy Conſcience ; and 
thou wilt lament, but it will be then too late, 
the Loſs of the moſt tender of Huſbands. 

Here the paſſionate Marquis concluded his Soli- 
loquy : He wrote afterwards a few Lines ; ſealed 
up the Packet, ſeized upon his Piſtols ; and had 
already clapt their two Muzzles to his Forehead ; 
when I ſaw a tall majeſtic Woman, more beau- 
tiful than the Queen of Love, appear behind him, 
and lay hold on both his Arms. O cruel ! ſaid'ſhe, 
| What are you going to do? Rather turn theſe 
Vol. I. 1 deadly 


. 1 
deadly Weapons againſt me; than ſuffer me 


to outlive ſo dreadful a Misfortune. | 
Amazed at this Surprize, the too jealous Mar- 


uis fell backward in his Chair, with his Eyes 
fedfaſtly fred upon her. What, continued the 
Lady, can be the Meaning of this outrageous 
Deſpair ? Falling down then before him on her 
Knees, and taking him by the two Hands; Dear- 
eſt Sovereign of my Heart, moſt beloved of Huſ- 
bands, ſaid ſhe——Ah! Traitreſs, cried he, in- 
terrupting her, and puſhing her from him; dare 
you ſtill make Uſe of that ſacred Name? Have not 
you profaned it by your criminal Amours? Have I 
not found your Letters? Have not theſe Eyes ſeen 
therein, the evident, Proofs of, a mutual Paſſion ? 
Ho will you dare pretend to juſtify the Appoints. 
ment mentioned therein? 
Fold, cruel Man, cried the Lady, interrupting. 
him in her Turn, with Tears in her Eyes; hold, 
and do not quite overwhelm me, with your unjuſt 
Reproaches. I guilty of Falſhood and criminal 
Converſation ! I betray you! How have I de- 
ſerved this Uſage ? Do you know me? Or, ra- 
ther, why have you not known,me better? Un- 
grateful! I never loved any one but you ! Why 
then, O why did you ſuffer yourſelf to be delu- 
ded by frivolous Appearances ?, Why did not you 
come to an Explanation with me? you would then 
have known how cautious you ought to.be in your 
Surmiſes of a Woman, who has always lived ſo 
; Theſe Letters, theſe Evidences, as you call 
them of my Falſhood, I confeſs they are my Hand; 
1'*wrote. them to my Brother; and as L incloſe 
them always under a Cover; and the Want of a 
Superſeription contributed to your Miſtake; your 
Jealouſy made you miſinterpret thoſe APR 5 
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which were only the Marks of a tender Affection, 
as the Tokens of a criminal Paſſion. Vou know 
how dear he is to me; Word was brought me 
that he had fought a Duel To-day, and was dan- 
gerouſly wounded ; upon which had I been yet 
more indiſpoſed than I really am, I would have 
flown to ſee him. aa 
But what avail theſe vain Juſtifications, conti- 
nued ſhe, with a Flood of Tears ſtreaming down 
her beauteous Cheeks? Am not | guilty, the Mo- 
ment you begin to ſuſpe& me? Having thus faid, 
her Grief overcame her to that Degree, that ſhe: 
ſeemed to faint away. ooo 1 228 
The penitent Marquis then roſe up with Preci- 
pitation. O Heavens | cried he, what was IL go- 
ing to do! Forgive me, my dear Lady, I do nat 
deſerve to live; why did you prevent my being my 
own Executioner? My Death would have re- 
venged you upon me, for my unjuſt Suſpicions. 
Having thus teſtified his Repentance, he took the 
dear Object of bis Affections in his Arms, and 
carried her into another Room ; not being able, 
therefore, to ſee any Thing farther, I withdrew 
to my Garret, heartily tired with the uneaſy Poſ- 
ture, wherein I had ſtood fo long; and yet well 
pleaſed with this Story, for which I was indebted 
to my Curioſity. 17 
Next Morning, D' Olly ordered me to be cal- 
led about Ten o' Clock, whilſt I was: yet aſleep. 
I haſtened down into his Chamber, and was ſur- 
prized, to ſee him magnificently dreſſed, This in- 
ſpired me with ſome Reſpect for him: Outward 
Shew frequently makes more Impreſſion, upon 
Perſons of my Condition, than real Merit. 
Well, Bigand, ſaid he, as ſoon as he ſaw me, 
how do you like me? Did not I tell you; that, as 
ſoon as I ſhould be at Liberty, I ſhould not be at 
| a a Loſs: 
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a Loſs how to behave myſelf? Madame de B 
*has ſent for this Suit, which is quite new, and has | 
been fitted to my Shape, *till a Taylor can make 
me two others, yet handſomer than this. 

My Pocket is alſo well lined ; here are a hun- 
dred Louis-&Ors,” continued he, drawing out a 
Stocking Purſe, *till ſomewhat better can be done | 
for me. i congratulate you, Sir, anſwered I, up- 
on this good News; it is to be preſumed, continu- 
ed I, laughing at him, in my Sleeve, that with ſo 
much Merit, as know you to be Maſter of, you 
will not ſtop here. 

I believe not, reſumed he, with an Air that 
ſhewed his Approbation of my Flattery; I will 
"tell you yet more; I am perſuaded Madame de 
\-B—— loves me to DiſtraQtion, theſe are convin- 
_ Ting Proots of it; but, io confeſs the Truth in- 
genuouſly, I no longer find in myſelf the ſame 
Reely Paſſion for her as I did formerly; though 
with Perſons who are of my Way of Thinking, 
that ought not to weigh any Thing; neither will 
it hinder me, ſhould Matters fall out jo, from be- 
ing Fool enough to marry her. 
It vexed me to the very Heart, to hear the Son 
of a Cobler, nay, a Cheat and a Sharper, givehim- 
ſelf ſuch inſolent Airs; I diſſembled, however, for 
the preſent, becauſe having but a very ſorry Coat, 
I was in Hopes of his equipping me with a bet- 
ter; accordingly I let fall a Word or two to that 
Purpoſe, en paſſant. ER | 
Ay, with all my Heart, cried he: I thought, 
by this Exclamation, he was going to preſent me 
with, at leaſt, Ten Piſtoles ; but his Generoſity 
amounted only to a ſingle one. Thou ſee'ſt, faid 
he, that I am very liberal; when my Affairs are 
ſettled, I ſhall do ſomewhat more for th e; in the 
mean while, thou mayeſt eat here with the Ser- 


. „ ä 
vants; thou doſt not want Wit; endeavour to 
pleaſe them, and gain their Good-will, and then 
we will ſee farther. 3 

This Speech exaſperated me to the Height; and 
I reſolved within myſelf, to be fully revenged on 
him, the very firſt Opportunity that offered: I 
went down, then, into the Kitchen, where, by my 
Repartees, I became a Favourite with a great fat. 
Cook, who ruled and domineered there moſt de- 
ſpotically. | 

| He was a mighty Joker, and had a very ill 
Tongue; then as for Drunkenneſs, No- body 
could out-do him; he had always either a Jeſt, 
or a Glaſs of Wine in his Mouth: If he was to 
take Leave of any one, I am going to go, ſaid 
he; or, if his Lady ordered him to ſerve up any 
Thing, in a Hurry, make haſte up, cried he, 
and you ſhall no ſooner be at the Stair- Head, 
than I will be here. where I am. All the Ser- 
vants admired his ready Wit, and had a profound 

Veneration for him; before he ſpoke, ther 
Mouths were ſure to be ſet ready, to laugh at 
what he was about to ſay; and I, who am now 
making my Remarks thereon, uſed. to do like 
the reſt. : | | . 

I 'was not long at this Houſe, before I was ful- 
ly acquainted with all the Ways and Intrigues 
of the Family. Madame de B „ with whom 
I ſhall begin, was, at leaſt, forty Years old, but 
ſhe did not appear, at moſt, to be above Twenty- 
eight; which was owing to the admirable Secrets, 

to which ſhe daily had Recourſe, to preſerve her 

Complexion, and her youthful Look. One Day, 
as I was peeping through the Key-hole of her 
Dreſſing-Room, I ſaw her; in her Shift, before 
her Looking-glaſs ; ſhe had got up, out of Pre- 

* caution, to. beautify her Phiz; and had a Co- 
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vering of Pomatum, an Inch thick thereupon, 


hhich, undoubtedly, ſhe had put on over 


Night. | 
She took a coarſe Cloth and rubbed her 
Forehead and Cheeks therewith, ſeveral Times ; 
after which Ceremony, I was infinitely ſurprized, 
to find her of a very brown Complexion ; ſhe 
having always before ſeemed to me & tremely 
fair; I was abundantly more amazed a little af- 
ter, when having waſhed herfelf with a Water, 
that was kept ſafe under Lock and Key, ſhe ap- 
peared of a dazzling Whiteneſs ; but this was not 
ſufficient. She then put her Finger, in a Pot of 
a Roſe Colour, with which ſhe enlivened the 
Lillies of her Cheeks ; from thence ſhe proeeeded 
to a third Dye, which ſhe applied very lightly to 
her Temples, and her Neck. 
This done, I obferved, with Admiration, three 
falſe Teeth; that were clapt in her Mouth; 
which Operation took up f me Time; but her 
Arms and her Hands required ſtill more : The 


Patches were next to be placed to the beſt Ad- 


vantage ; accordingly, one was put under the 
right Eye, and a fecond at the Corner of her 
Noſe; but they changed their Situation twenty 
'Times in one Minute. | Ge 
Being, at laſt, adjuſted to her Satisfaction, 
a gracious Smile of Approbation followed ; which 
was accompanied, with ſome little pretty Geſ- 
tures; after which, ſhe returned to Bed, very 
well ſatisfied with herſelf; and I, hearing ſome 
body coming, flipt away, for fear of being taken 
in the Fact. | 5 

The Houfe was well furniſhed; fhe had 
-begun, at firſt, as ſeveral others have done, by 
admitting the Viſits of ſome particular Perſons: 
Monſ. de T—— happened to enter the LB 
_ BT e 


„ 
and his Rank and Riches, had baniſhed all the- 
reſt, All the Grandeur had commenced ſince 
that Time; and, if any one elſe was admitted: 
by Chance, it was only for the Sake of Compa- 
ny. She had a Fund of good Senſe at the Bot- 
tom, which had only been confounded, and ren- 
dered uſeleſs, by ſome melancholy Diſaſters, and 
Croſſes: O Poverty! thou Perſecutor of Virtue 
and Merit, thou art,. but. too often, the Occaſion: 
of their Shipwreck ! | 
The Affairs of the Family were managed by 
a Sort of Steward, or Clerk of the Kitchen, who, 
without having that Title, performed the Office 
of thoſe who are ſo called. One Day, as I was 
liſtening at his Door, according to my laudable 
Cuſtom, I heard the Cook before- mentioned, 
complaining bitterly of him. I know, very well, 
Monſ. la Rappiniere, ſaid he, that every one muft 
live, but we likewiſe, have ſome Regard, to the 
Agreements we make with each other. 5 
We agreed, then, that when you were ab- 
fent, I ſhould regulate my Bills of Expences ac- 
& cording to yours: I have dealt ſincerely; have 
made my Lady pay juſt twice as much as the 
Proviſions. coſt ; and we ſhared the Overplus; 
there is no Fault to be found with that: But, 
then, for you to make out a third Bill, and reck- 
on a Third more for every Thing, and put all 
you get thereby into your own Pocket, that is 
not fair, by any Means. | 
Who could tell. you any ſuch Fhing, cried 
La Rappiniere, interrupting him? It is all falſe ; 
and I am too much of a Man of Honour, to be 
guilty of any ſuch under-hand Dealings. By the 
Life of Pharoaß, ſaid the Cook, interrupting 
him, ' likewiſe, affily, in his Turn, you will not 
deny your ow. Hand-writing, will you? ns 
FFF ; | ere, 


1 
here, continued he, giving a Bill to him, did not 
Ibuy this Quarter of Peaſe; I paid Fifty Livres, 
for them; we reckoned my Lady Four-ſcore, in || 
our Bills, which we made out together; and by 
this Bill here, which ſhe Juckily forgot, you have 
rated them at Fifty Crowns: What Anſwer can 
you make to this ? a 
Hereupon, the Steward was confounded, and 
had not a Word to ſay. Well, cried the Cook, 
ou own yourſelf. fairly caught; Come, come, 
Monſ. la Rappintere, I will paſs by this, on ac- 
count of our old Acquaintance, and Friendſhip; 
and, to prove it to you, I will increaſe our Bills, 
as much as you pleaſe; but, another Time, let 
us go Shares; that is but fair; all Things ought 
to be done with Honour. 

The Steward, then, acknowledged himſelf in 
the wrong; and confeſſed, that, having a Daugh- 
ter to marry off, and, being afraid his Lady 
would retrench her Houſhold V'xpences, now that 
ſhe lived upon her own Income, he was appre- 
henſive of loſing a great deal by her for the fu- 
ture, which obliged him to be. expeditious in 
making up his Bundle. my 
I am as much in Haſte, upon that Head, as 
vou can be, anſwered the Cook; let us go to 
-Breakfaft, and I will acquaint you with a Scheme | 
that will ſucceed, provided we have but a right 
_ [Underſtanding together. The Caſe is of a Debt, 
which my Lady has already paid, but for which: 
ſhe never took any Receipt ; heark in your Ear, 
I will tell you how.-—Bat I durſt not ſtay any 
longer; they were got up; wherefore, I retired 
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Bigand reſolves to rob D'Ofilly. A remarkable 
Story of a Marriage, occaſioned by a Canary-Bird, 


8 O ME Days after, Monſ. de 7 returned 
an Anſwer to Mad. de B » Concerning 
D'O/illy, in Behalf of whom ſhe had written to 
him : In this Letter, that Nobleman informed 
her, that he would preſent him with a Thouſand 
Crowns, to make him ſome Amends for the 
Hardſhips he had cauſed him to ſuffer ; of which 
a moving Deſcription had been ſent him; and 
this, he added, was only till he could procure him. 
an Employment. This News put Life into me; 
I had overheard it, by hiding myſelf in a little 
Hole, covered with Hangings, which joined to. 
Madam de B-——'s Chamber, and to which I got, 
by a Pair of Back-Stairs. . | 

l was very well convinced that D*Ofelly was upon 
a good Footing with Madam de B:; this might 
ſuffice to aſſure him, there was no Fear of his 
coming to want; and he might very well ſpare 
this Money. The Caſe was far different with me, 
who was only looked upon, as a poor Dog of a 
Scullion; and had no Room to hope for any fa- 
vourable Hand, that would lend me a Lift. One 
| muſt help one's ſelf, ſaid I, a little in this Life; at 
leaſt, this was my Way of 'Thinking, at that 'Time. 
Accordingly, I looked upon the promiſed Sum, 
as a Wind-falt, which ought in all Reaſon to be- 
long to me; and which might revenge me on him, 
for the Havghtigeſs, Ingratitude, and Cruelty, 
1 TED wherewith. 
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wherewith this falſe Friend continued to treat me. 


1 watched, then, ſo narrowly, the Remittance of 


tis Money, that, one Morning, I ſaw it brought, 


and locked up ina Drawer, in his Dreſſing-Room; 
wherefore, I reſolved, to take Advantage of the 


firſt Occaſion, to render myſelt Maſter of it. 


The Night, after this handſome - Preſent had 


been delivered to D' Oſillß, he came to Bed very 
late; I had overheard from my Stand, where I 


uſed to liſten, that he was to change his Lodging 
next Day ; the Lady's Brother having ſent Word, 
he ſhould be in Town, by that Time. It was 
euſtomary foi me to be with him, every Night, 


at his going to Bed; for he loved Stories, and pitch- 


ed upon me to divert him therewith; I was deter- 
mined, therefore, not to wait any longer, Time 
being very precious; and, if | let that Moment 
4 have no Hopes, of ever meeting ſuch 

another Opportunity. 
1 repaired, then, to his Chamber, to wait his 


coming; and as ſoon as he was in Bed, he order- 
ed me, as uſual, to tell him ſome Story, that 


might lull him to Sleep: It was too much my In- 


tereſt at that JunQture, not to contribute thereto ; z 
_ wherefore, I did not want bidding twice, but re- 
lated to him what follows: 


A Gentleman of Burgundy, named Du Ea, 


 wholivedin a ready-ſurniſhed Lodging, happen- 


ed to fall in Love with Madam Du Coudrai, a 


young Widow, of a plentiful Eſtate, whoſe Win- 
 dows faced thoſe of 1 Apartment: So much was 
he ſmitten with her, that he would paſs whole 


Days in his Chamber, that he might not miſs any 
Opportunity ot ſeeing her. 

He had not been long at Paris, neither was he 
acquainted with the Ways of the Town; accord- 


ws” he was at a _ Loſs, 1 what Means he 
| ſhould. 
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ſhould get Admittance to her. As ingenious as 
Love is ſaid to be, it did not inſpire him with any 
Stratagem to obtain his Deſire : He had inquired 
about this fair Widow, of his Landlady, who had 
given him a moſt advantageous Character of her 
Behaviour; adding, chat her Houſe was in nacceſ- 
ſible to all Mankind, excepting three Gentlemen, 
of a middle Age, who were Friends io her Family. 

The amorous Du Lac, had ventured divers 
Times to ſalute her ; but ſhe had always preten- 
ded not to take Notice of it : In the mean while, 
the Buſineſs, about which he came to Paris, was 
upon the Point of being concluded, wherefore, he 
was obliged to be preparing for his Departure; 
at the Thoughts alone of which, he could not 
| forbear ſighing ; and at laſt reſolved, whatever 
might come of it, not to ſet out for the Country, 
without declaring to her, the Sentiments of his 
Heart. 7 | | | 
Whilſt Things were in this Situation, and Du 
Lac was walking, one Day, very penſive, and at 
a great Rate, up and down his Room a Canary- 
Bird, which had got looſe from its Cage, flew in 
at his Window and ſettled upon his Perruque. 

He clapt his Hand immediately thereon; and 
the little Warbler, having intangled its Feet in 
the Hair, was eaſily taken. : 

Finding it very pretty, he reſolved to keep it; 
and that he might not be obliged to part therewith, 
never mentioned one. Word of the fortunate 
Chance which had brought it into his Power; his 
| Good-Luck having inſpired him, that Moment, 
with the Thought, to ſend it as a Preſent, in his 
Name, to Madam Du Coudrai, provided it could 
but ſing tolerably. 3 3 

With this Deſign he obſerved it carefully ſeve- 
ral Days; and was highly delighted, to find it had 
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not only been taught to whiſtle finely, but could 
alſo ſpeak ſeveral Words: Hereupon, he cauſed 
a beautiful Cage to be made for it, the Wood- 
work of which was Ebony,' and the Wire Silver, 
in order to render the Preſent more agreeable; and 
he would have ſent it to Madam Du Coudrai di- 
realy, had he not been informed, ſhe was gone in- 
to the Country. 

He waited impatiently for her Return, and even 
put off his Departure, for ſome Time longer, on 
that Account; but ſome Weeks paſſed over in this 
Expectation, and he began to deſpair of ſeeing her 
again, when, juſt at the Moment, that he leaſt 
thought thereof, he beheld her appear again at 
her Window. 

Infinitely was he overjoyed thereat ; but his 8. 
tisfaction feceived ſome Allay, on obſerving her 
ſhed ſome Tears: In effect he ſympathized with 
her, without knowing the Occaſion thereof; and, 
accordingly, enquired underhand whence it might | 
proceed. To his no ſmall Surprize and Tranſport, | 
he was informed, that her Sorrow was occaſioned 
by the Loſs of a Bird, whom ſhe loved to Diſtrac- 

tion, and which was her ſole Delight: He was in 
perfect Raptures at this Diſcovery; flattering him- 


ſelf, that the little feathered Songſter which had 


fallen ſo fortunately into his Hands, might be ei- 
ther the ſame, or, at leaſt, might comfort her for 
the Loſs of that which was flown away. 

Full of this Imagination, he determined to ſend 
it to her next Morning; ; the Night ſeeming then 
too far advanced, to make his Preſent directly; be- 
ſides which, he was afraid ſhe might be gone to 
Bed. Next Morning, he was obliged to go out 
early, about Buſineſs; as he came back, he went 
into a Coffee Houſe, and whilſt he waited for his 
- YO whom he had ſent on an Errand, and 
into 
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drank a Diſh of Chocolate, the Name of Madam 


Du Coudrai, ſtruck his Ears. He liſtened, there 


fore, attentively what might be the Occaſion 
thereof, and heard an Abbe, who was drinking 


Coffee with an Officer, purſue his Diſcourſe, as 


follows. 1 = 

For that matter, ſaid he, we muſt own, that 
moſt Women are very whimſical; but the Lady, 
of whom we have been talking, is indiſputably, 
the moſt extraordinary of any we ever heard of; 
to ſtake the whole Happineſs or Miſery of her 
Life, upon a Canary-Bird. What, cried another 
Gentleman at a neighbouring Table, does ſhe 
fill ſuffer the Loſs of that 'Bird to diſcompoſe 
her ? | 

How, ſaid a third, interrupting him, are you 


alone a Stranger to the unaccountable Stratagem, 


to which ſhe has had Recourſe for the Recovery 
of it? She has three Lovers, who have long 
made their Addreſſes to her; and are all Men of 
Honour, and of a middle Age: Each of them has 
uſed the utmoſt Endeavours to engage her in a ſe- 
cond Marriage; but none of them has yet been 
able to obtain her Conſent; at laſt, within theſe 
few Days, ſhe has given them to uncerſtand, ſhe 
will never marry any one, but the Perſon who 
again brings her this favourite Bird. 

A verry merry Contrivance, indeed, cried. the 
fourth ! "This Way of Marriage reſembles pretty 
much thoſe Weddings mentioned in the idle Stories 
told by the common People and old Women: In 
plain Engliſh, it is giving her Admirers a civil De- 
nial; for I do not believe any of them will ſucceed 
in their Search after it; unleſs they can obtain an 


Order to examine all the Cages in the Kingdom. 


Nay, perhaps ſome Cat may have laid her Talons 
upon this, ſo highly prized, Canary-Bird. 
I. K | Should 
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Should that happen to be the Caſe, ſaid the 
Abbe, the beauteous Widow will not be married 
very ſoon ; for, if ſhe is of ſuch a poſitive Hu- 
mour, as ſhe 1s repreſented, ſhe will not recede 
from her Reſolution. It is a Pity, added he; and 
the Perſon, who might otherwiſe have been the 
happy Man, will be a conſiderable Sufferer there- 
by ; for ſhe is very amiable, and, were it not for 
this obſtinate Whim, very fit to crown the Hap- 
pineſs of any Gentleman. 

Du Lac did not loſe one Word of this Conver- 
ſation ; but haſtened Home, with the utmoſt Fa- 

erneſs and Impatience ; and having maturely 
weighed all he heard, changed the Reſolution he 
had taken, at firſt, of ſending the little Warbler 
by his Footman, into that of carrying it himſelf. 
Having concealed it, therefore, under a Cover of 
green "Taffeta, which he had cauſed to be made, 
on purpoſe tor it, he put it under his Coat ; went 
to the Lady's, and ſent up Word, he ſhould be 
glad to ſpeak with her- 

As he was utterly unknown, and it was early 
in the Morning, the Anſwer returned was, that 
ſhe was in Bed; and deſired, he would come 
again after Dinner: Tell her, ſaid Du Lac, to 
her Waiting-Woman, It is a Gentleman, who 
brings her good News, and ſhe will be angry at 
herſelf, for delaying ſo long, the Satisfaction, it 
will give her. 

The Servant going again to 1 Miſtreſs, * 
informing her, what the Unknown had told her; 
Alas! of what good News can any one inform 
me, cried the ! There is but one Thing in the 
World, which would delight me, and for that I 
would give all I am worth. Yes, to find my 
dear little Bird, 1 do not know what I would & 
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do; and were any one to bring it me, I ſhould 
not be able to— 8 

Here it is, ſaid Du Lac, entring the Room, 
and producing the Cage: Happy, a Thouſand 
Times happy, am I, Madam, in finding fo fa- 
yourable an Opportunity, to prove, and convince- 
vou of, my burning with the moſt reſpeQtul, and 
the moſt violent Paſſion Had I hearkened, pur- 
ſued he, only to my own Satisfaction, I ſhould. 
| not have reſtored it to you, without obliging you 
to perform, that tranſporting Promiſe, made by 
you, to reſign yourſelt up to the Perſon, who 
ſhould bring it; but J love you with too difinter- 
| eſted a Paſſion, to take Advantage— _ | 

Ah! let us ſee, let us fee, Sir, cried Madam 
Du Coudrai, after having ſlipt on a Bed-gown 
I ſhudder for Fear, it ſhould not be my Dicky ;. 
] have alre dy had ſo many brought me. Ah!. 
Dicky, Dicky, Dicky, Dicky, is it thee my Life 
# ſaid ſhe, the Cage by this Time being entirely 
uncovered ? Dear little Heart, how pretty it is 
come Dicky, come Dicky; bleſs me! the poor 
Creature knows me again! Do but look, Sir, 

how it kiſſes my Fingers; Fanny, I can hardly 
contain myſelf for Joy! My God, Sir, how 
much am J obliged to you. You have reſtored; 
me to Life again! How my Heart beats with. 
Tranſport! | | 

Don't give way too much to your Raptures, 
Madam, ſaid Du Lac; I tremble for fear it 
ſhould impair your Health; let the Bird be car- 
ried away, and take a little ſomewhat. to compoſe 
| you. No, no, cried the Lady, ſeizing upon the 
Cage with both her Hands, let me alone, to 
make much of my little dear Sweetheart. 

This ſaid, ſhe opened the Cage, and the pret- 
ty Creature, bred up by its young Miſtreſs, 
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Rnowipg her again, by the Sound of her Voice, 
immediately flew out, and ſettled upon her; and 
no ſooner had it done ſo, but it began to whiſtle, 
flutter'd with its Wings, and cry'd, Ki/s me, kiſs 
me. You muſt own, it is a lovely Bird, ſaid ſhe; 
yes, my little Charmer, I am tranſported out of 
my Senies, at having recovered thee. . 
Two whole Hours did ſhe ſpend in this Em- 

loyment, ſometimes foncling the pretty War- 

er, and ſometimes expreſſing her Satisfaction 
td Du Lac: All this while, ſhe was ſo much ta- 
ken up, with the Enjoyment of her Favourite, 
that ſhe ſcarce had Time, to caſt her Eyes upon 
the Gentleman who brought it. 

In the mean while, Du Lac took Advantage of 
her Abſence of Mind, and let his Eyes run over 
thoſe Beauties, of which her looſe Dreſs, ſome- 
times, gave him a Glimpſe. She perceived it, 
at laſt, and bluſhing, put herfelf a little to 
Rights; which done, ſhe viewed him with ſome- 
what more Attention; He was: very agreeable; 
he had juſt done her a particular Service; and a 
Canary-Bird cannot take up all the Time of a 
pretty Woman. Du Lac was complaiſant ; ſhe 
was not inſenftble ; he informed her, how long 
he had been her Adorer ; and even ventured, to 
put her in Remembrance, of the Reward (he had' 
promiſed, for the Recovery of her Bird. He alſo 
gave her an Account of his Eſtate, and Family; 
mentioned ſeveral Perſons who could confirm 
what he had advanced; and concluded, with aſ- 
ſuring her, that if ſhe would not conſent to make 
him happy, it would coſt him his Life; but, 
then he was afraid it might prove detrimental to 
her beloved Bird. | n 
The young Widow had Abundance of 


* 
At 3 


accordingly ſhe returned Du Lac ſuch an Anſwer, 


as 
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as gave him no Cauſe to be diſſatisfied; 8 
him, he had begun too well, to be repaid with 
Ingratitude; adding, ſhe noel think on what he 
had ſaid; and begging him, in the mean while, 
to honour her with his Viſits. 


They parted then, mutually contented with 


each other; and ſpent eight Days thus, without 
the Lady's explaining. herſelf any farther, or Du 
Lac's daring to ſpeak to her again of his Views: 
He was afraid, (as it happens but too frequently) 
that Time might have taken off from the Valeo 
of his Service. 


In the mean while, the three Lovers belies 
mentioned, who had made their Pretenſions to Ma- 
dam Du Coudrai, began to be very uneaſy, at 
the agreeable Reception, Du Lac had met with 


at her Houſe. They were perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the Difficulty ſhe made, of giving 


Admittance to any one; and could not forbear 
being apprehenſive, that ſhe had ſome ſecret 


Deſigns therein : This afforded them Room, to 
preſs the beauteous Widow, to come. to ſome 
Explanation with them. 


At laſt, ſhe gave them an Invitatiom one 


Morning, to do her the Honour of viſiting her 
next Day; and being preſent at a- Contract, 
wherein ſhe was nearly concerned. Hereupon, 

each of them, believing it- was to make Choice 


of a Huſband, and flattering himſelf he ſhould be 


the Man, made her his Compliments thereon; . 


which ſhe received with great Wit, and Gayety, 
acknowledging their Conjectures were well 


pen | 
The Unity wherein theſe three Suitors lived to- 


gether was very remarkable and uncommon ; the 


Follies of Youth no longer had any Influence over 
them: * each of them knew the Views which 
| K 3 | brought. 
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brought them all to Madam Du Coudrai's; and 
were agreed among themſelves, not to prejudice 
each other in their Addreſſes; as alſo, to deſiſt 
from their reſpective Pretenſions, as ſoon as the 
Lady had pitched upon any one of them. 

In the mean while, as much in Love as they 
were, they had not been able to forbear rallying 
the beauteous Widow upon the Weakneſs ſhe had 
ſhewn, for the Loſs of her Bird. This was contra- 
dicting and thwarting her Humour a little too 
foon; and reminding her that Matrimony was a 


' Yoke and a State of Subjection; the Complai- 


ſance of Du Lac for the favourite Bird, had pro- 
duced a quite different Effet, 
Canary Birds, at that Time, were extremely 
ſcarce; Du Lac had carried his Condeſcenſion to 
that Length, that he had even ſtudied the Incli- 
nation and Diſtempers of that Kind of Bird : He 
was the firſt who had found the Way to couple 
them together; and had written a Difcourſe, 
which treated of their Nature, and the Manner 
how they were to be tended : It was no Wonder 
then that he could ſpend whole Hours in teaching 
and making much of little Dicky: Accordingly, 
his Complaiſance and Sweetneſs of Temper gained 
the good Will and Affection of Madam Du Cou- 
Axai. . | | 
Next Day, being the Time appointed, and the 
Time ſo much defired, the ſeveral Suitors met at 
the fair Widow's, at the Hour pitched upon; and 
a Lawyer entered with a Contract ready drawn: 
Here, Madam, faid he, is the Writing you -or- 


"dered; anda Blank is left for the Name of your 
future Spouſe, whom J congratulate, with all my 


Heart, upon his approaching Happineſs, though 
I don't know him. 1 1 
| | h Du Late 


had I done to you, Madam, that you ſhould 


E 

Du Lac ſhuddered, and turned pale, at theſe 
Words: When one is in Love, one is always un- 
der Dreads and Apprehenſions; whereupon the 
beauteous Widow conducted the Lawyer into her 
Cloſet, and returning ſoon after, with a ſprightly 
and chearful Air; Nothing now remains, ſaith 
ſhe, but to know whether he, to whom my Heart 


has given the Preference, continues ſtill in the 


fame Mind, and to fign it. 

Ah! Madam, cried the Lover who was of the 
longeſt Standing, without conſidering that Seni- 
ority in Love is not always the moſt aſſured Ti- 
tle; can you doubt that your Choice will occa- 
ſion the greateſt Tranſports in him? How much 


will he be flattered with this Pre-eminence ? And 


what ought he not to do to deſerve it? The 
other two Suitors expreſſed themſelves pretty 


much in the ſame Manner; becauſe each of them 


depended greatly upon his own Merit. Vain and 
chimerical Hopes, the Product of meer ſelf Love 
Du Lac alone turned pale, and did not ſpeak a 
Word. | . 1-01 
Nothing can be more agreeable, and grateful 
to me, ſaid Madam Du Caudrai, than the advan- 
tagious Opinion, you annex to the Poſſeſſion of 
my Perſon ;- but you, Sir, continued ſhe, addreſ- 
ſing herſelf to the amorous Du Lac, you ſay no- 
thing; what am I to think thereof? Alas | cry- 
ed he, to what a Ceremeny am I invited ? What 


When you have once ſigned, purſued ſhe ma- 
liciouſly, you will have Time enough to vent all 
your Grief. What! Madam, reſumed he mourn- 
fully, would you oblige me to ſign my own Sen- 
tence ? It muſt be fo, rejoined ſhe, in the. ſame 
Tone, and if you refuſe me, it ſhall be for ever. 
4 | | Lovers 
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Tovers often become Fools, through the Vio- 
lence of their Paſſion ; and frequently loſe the Uſe. 
of their Reaſon: Du Lac was in this very Situati- 
on; he ſigned the Contract therefore, without 
being able to dive at all into this Myſtery, which 
however, would have been none, in the leaſt, to 
any other, but himſelf. Madam du Coudrai, then 
ſigned laſt of all, and offering him her Cheek to 
kiſs ; you was in the right, cryed ſhe, to ſay you 
was ſigning your own Sentence, when you ſub- 
ſcribed your Name, at the Bottom of this Con- 
tract; ſince it is you I have choſen to be my Hus- 
band; J am ſurprized, you was ſo long, without 
gueſſing it. Nevertheleſs | 
Ah! Madam, ſaid the amorous Du Lac, fal. 
ling at her Knees, forgive my Diſtraction of 
Mind; this unexpected Happineſs: fills me with 
ſuch a perfe Joy : He could not utter any 
more; the Exceſs of his Tranſports made him 
faulter in his Speech; which, in Love Affairs, is 
not the worſt Way of expreſſing one's Paſſion. 
In the mean while, the other Suitors, quite 
confounded at this Scene, withdrew, the one after 
the other; and left du Lac ſufficient Time, both 
to recover his Surprize; and to teſtify his Acknow- 
ledgement, to his Bride: Of both which he ac- 
quitted himſelf like a Man of Wit: He was the 
more ſenſible of her Preference, as he had not in 
the leaſt expected it. | | - 
- Beſides the Charms of the young Widow, who 
had been married but a Year, to a rich Banker, 
ſhe had alſo. a Hundred Thouſand Livres per An 
num; whereas du Lac, was not in ſuch affluent 
_ Circumſtances by {3 in ſo much that one might 
a 


fay, he was equally favoured, . both by Love and 
Fortune. 7 
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Their Nuptials were celebrated a few Days af- 
ter; du Lac continued always to be as complaiſant 
as before; and they paſſed their Days in perfect 
Happineſs and Tranquility. All thoſe, who are 
Lovers of Canary-Birds, ought to hold his Name 
in Veneration ; it is to him they are indebted, for 
their being ſo common, as they are at preſent. 


XEXERXERERXEREXERERER 
CHAP. IX | 


Bigand robs D*Ofilly. He gets acquainted with 
a. Spaniſh Abbot. | | 


] Made a Pauſe at this Place; and, obſerving 

that D'O/Nlly ſlept very ſoundly, ſtole my Hand 
under his Bolſter ; and, having laid hold on his 
Breeches, took out the Keys ; went into the 


Dreſſing-Room; opened the Drawer, wherein 1 


knew the Money was; ſeized upon it; made the 
beſt of my Way out of his Room ; and haſtened 
therewith to my Garret; where I waited, with 
the utmoſt Anxiety, *till the Doors of the Houſe 


| ſhould be open. 


Guilt is perpetually attended with Terror; and 
Fear is the inſeparable Companion of Villainy 
accordingly I was under continual. Apprehenſions, 
and longed impatiently for the Servants to riſe, 
who had the Care of the Horſes ; that I might 
ſecure myſelf, by Flight, from the Purſuit, which. 
I was well aſſured, would not fail to be made af- 


ter me. 


At laſt, I got away fortunately - but, without 


knowing which Way to turn myſelf : My firſt 


Deſign had been to take Poſt and fly for Refuge 
to ſome foreign Country; but I had 3 my 
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Mind, upon conſidering, I ſhould not only, BY 0 
doing, run the Riſque of being ſeized upon the 
Road, but ſhould ſpend good Part of my Money; 
I reflected next, that, if I ſaid at Paris, I ſhould 
be in Danger of being met; and, as for going in- 
to Service, or the Army, loved my Liberty too 
well for that. 

I came at length to the Reſolution, to enter 
yſelf into a College, and become an Abbot ; 
there, ſaid I, within myſelf, I ſhall be ſecure 4 
gainſt all Events. My Money will not laſt always; 
I will betake myſelf, therefore, again to my Stu- 
dies; whereby I may be enabled, one Day, to 
enjoy a Benefice, which may give me Bread for 

the Remainder of my Life. 

I had undergone the Tonſure, when I was 
very young; and I believe, when my Father 
placed me in the Monaſtery beforementioned, he 
had ſome Deſign therein, though he had never let 
me know it; but, however that be, this Thought 
pleaſed me. In Effect, what State is more hap- 
Py than that of an Abbot ? Being ingrafted, if 
we may uſe that Expreſſion, into a venerable Bo- 
dy, he laughs at all Accidents; and muſt have 
very little Underſtanding, if he does not find ſome 
Means, to extricate himſelf from all Troubles. 
Let Fortune be but fo favourable to him, to 
| help him to a Benefice, and behold him at his 
Eaſe at once. One may ſee him, with a compo- 
fed Air, frequenting the beſt Company ; and his 
Title, of Mons, eur L' Abbe, is faſhionable at all 
Times, and in all Places. 

The Habit of an Abbot, undoubtedly, is fre- 
quently worn by Perſons of Virtue and Merit; but, 
it is more frequently made a Cover for Wicked- 
neſs and Vice; and ſerves to ſkreen the Diſſolute 
from thoſe diſagreeable Accidents with which ir- 
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regular Courſes never fail to be attended. Being 


neither incumbered with Wite or Child, he is 


looked upon every where as a Perſon ot no Con- 
ſequence; and enjoys all the Privileges thereto 
belonging, in every Place: Add to this, that the 
Paſture of the Flock muſt be very poor indeed, if 
Monſieur L' Abbe has not all Things convenient 
and in Plenty. All theſe Reflections made a con- 
ſiderable Impreſſion upon me, and induced me to 
think I could not take a better Courſe. 25 

Accordingly, I went directly to a Broker, who, 
in Half an Hour, trans ormed me into a compleat 
Abbot from Head to Foot. In this Habit I was 
one of the ſmarteſt little Fellows that could be 
ſeen; and my Hair, which tell down over my 
Shoulders, in long waving Curls, gave me a pretty 
dapper Air, which became me wondertully. 
When I looked in the Glaſs, I hardly knew my- 
ſelf again, which diſpelled my Fears in a great 
Meaſure ; and I reſolved to put it to the Tryal, 
how far my new Dreſs had diſguiſed me. 

had nothing to fear, in making my Appearance 
before my Father; it was almoſt impoſſible he 


ſhould recollect me; and I had Occaſion for the 25 


Teſtimonials of my having undergone the Ton- 
ſure, which were in his Cuſtody; wherefore, I 
reſolved to get them from him, under ſome plau- 
{ible Pretence. I took a Hackney-Coach, then, 
and directing him to the Street Where my Father 


lived, called out to him to {top within two Doors 


of the Houſe; and enquired, as it I had been a 
Stranger thereto, which was the Sieur Bigand's ? 
At this Queſtion, a great Girl, whom I knew 
to be my Siſter, ran out; and deſiring the Coach- 
man to drive forward a little, ſaid her Father was 
above Stairs; but ſhe would go an! tel] him he 


was wanted, and he would be with me in a Mi- 
| a nute. 
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mute. | She then intreated me to alight, and 'walk 
into a Parlour; but I begged-to'be-excuſed; as 
having but a very ſhort Time to ſtay; and added, 
that I had but one Word to ſay to him. 

In the mean while my Father arrived, and [ 
made him get up into the Coach; he did ſo, 
without having the leaſt Notion he had ever ſeen 
me before; however, as much inclined as I was 
to diſorderly and looſe Courſes, 1 felt Nature 
work within me at that Juncture; had a ſecret 
Pleaſure in enjoying again the. Sight of that dear 
Parent ; and that Pleaſure was' without —_ | 
| Have you heard any News lately, Sir, faid I, of 

our Son? Do you know what is become of him? 

| hear he has made his Eſcape, Sir, anſwered he, 
from the Monaſtery, wherein I had placed him, 
for Fear of having him killed; of which he was 
every Day, in Danger, whilſt at Home, on ac- 
count of a curſed Curioſity, wherewith he is poſ- 
ſeſſed, of diving into every Thing that paſſes. 
Word was ſent me, two Months ago, that a fad 
Scoundrel, who had been confined in the ſame 
Houſe, on Account of ſome of his wicked Pranks, 
had debauched him; and that they had both be- 
taken themſelves to Flight together: Since that 
Time, I have not heard a Syllable of hi m. 
But, pray, might I preſume to aſk, Sir, con- 
tinued he, how my Son comes to have the Ho- 
nour to be known to you? It is very eaſy, ſaid I, 
+ gr you upon that Head; I belong to a Bi- 

, to whom young Bigand has fled for Refuge. 

Hei is a Lad of Wit; my Lord has taken-a Fancy 
to him, and has a mind to advance him; proba- 
bly it may not be long, before he gives him a Be- 
nefice: Your Son having informed his Lordſhip, 
hat he underwent the Tonſure betimes, and his 


Lordihip 


"_— 


— Fas 3 
Lordſhip being deſirous of ſeeing his Teſtimonial 


relating thereto. 
Bigand durſt not venture himſelf to fetch them, 


for Par you ſhould uſe him ill; I had Orders, | 


therefore, from the good Prelate, to come in his 
Stead; and to tell you, he intends to take Care of 
your Son, for the future; and, perhaps you may 
ſee him, one Day, 1 in a proſperous Condition. 
Heaven grant it, reſumed my Father, with a 
Sigh ; and give him the Grace, to become more 
prudent, than he has been hitherto. In the mean 
while, notwithſtanding all his Faults, which I 


am one of the firſt to confeſs, I can't forbear 


owning he has ſome good Qualities. He is in 


good Hands, at prelent ; and what you have juſt 


informed me, Sir, affords me Abundance of Com- 
fort: I am going directly to look for the Teſti- 
monials you deſire, and, if you would alight, in 
the mean while, and drink a Glaſs of Wine, you 
would oblige me infinitely. 

I return you many Thanks, Sir, anſwered I; 
but, as I am in haſte, you would do me a great 
Pleaſure, in being as expeditious as poſſible : 


Hereupon, away went my good Father, and 
within a few Minutes, returned with the Teſti- 


monials in Queſtion : He was accompanied by my 
Mother, whom, undoubtedly, he had acquainted 
with what had he heard from me. 

The Coach-Door was ſhut, and I put out my 


Head, both to receive the Papers, and to have 
the Pleaſure of obſerving her, who had brought 
me into the World; my Siſter was, likewiſe, with 


her ; and had in her Arms, a little Brother, who 
had been born ſince my Abſence. I viewed them 
all attentively ; ; Whilſt my Mother, like a Wo- 


man, that is to ſay, very inquiſitive, aſked me a 


hundred Queſtions about myſelf; and amongſt the 
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hope, to have a Sight of me, in a little T 


a3; Wu 
reſt, deſired to know, whether ſhe might not 


oth 


All this while, ſhe kept her Eyes imm 


5 fixed upon me; and Nature, no Doubt, co-o- 


pPerating, within her, with thoſe Features which 


ſhe began to recollect, ſhe clapt her Hands on a 
ſudden; and turning to her Huſband, Ah, Bigand, 
what do I ſee, ſaid ſhe? Tis our Son himſelf! 
No ſooner did I hear theſe Words, than I put my 


Head out at the other Door, and ordered the 


Coachman to drive on. 

He had received his Inſtructions beforehand; 
for I had foreſeen, and provided againſt all that 
might poſſibly happen; accordingly, the Horſes 
beginning to gallop ; yes, my dear Father, yes, 
my dear Mother, cryed I, as the Coach drove a- 
way, J am your Son, and ſhall always tenderly 
love you. 

As ſoon as I was got at ſome Diſtance, I put 
my Head again out of. the Coach, to obſerve 
whether I was followed; and perceived them both 


at the Door, ſtanding Rill in the ſame Poſture, 


wherein I had left them. They ſeemed perfectly 
motionleſs ; my Mother ſtanding with her Arms 
ſtretched out, and my Father, with his Hand 
Sloch his Forehead, as if buried in a profound 
tu 

Xl laſt, my Mother ſtarted, on a a ſudden, from 
her Place, and began to purſue after me; but I 
called out to the Coachman to put on, and turn 


down the firſt croſs Street he came to, wherein I 


was punctually obeyed. Soon after, I arrived at 


the Place—— ; paid my Coachman very liberal- 


ly; and getting into another, ordered it to drive 


to the College de P——; where, having de- 


ſired to ſpeak with the Preſident, by the Help of 


my Teſtimonials, and my Money, I was admitted 
rhat Inſtant, 9 | Fg 
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Yetending, afterwards, to go and fetch my 


hat s, I went to a Trunkmaker's, and bought 
me a Portmanteau; which having filled with a- 


| nother black Suit, nd what other Neceſſaries I 


wanted, all my Implements were got ready by 
Noon; and I returned with great Joy to the Col- 
lege, equipped like a young Nobleman. > 

Scarce had | been a Week in this new Abode, 
before I was acquainted with all the Ways of the 
place: Amongſt the reſt of the Students who 
were there, I had taken particular Notice 
of one, whoſe ſwarthy Complexion, and profound 
Melancholy, excited in me a prodigious Curioſi- 
ty, to dive into his Affairs. 

He did not make one Motion, which was not 
accompanied with the moſt penſive Air, and the 
moſt gloomy Sadneſs : He ſeemed to be about 
thirty Years of Age ; and through all his Sorrow, 
one might perceive his Aſpect to have been one of 
the moſt ſweet, and agreeable, when his Mind was 
at Eaſe. I had a Fellow-feeling with him in his 
Afflictions; without being able to divine the 
Cauſe : We often take a Liking to Perſons, with- 
out being able to aſſign any other Reaſon for it 


than Sympathy or. Caprice. 


ne Day, as he was walking alone, which be 
uſually did, I followed him at a little Diſtance, 
with a Book in my Hand ; he fat him down in a 
green Arbour, upon which I turned down another 
Walk, and ſtealing unobſerved, juſt behind it, 
ſaw him pull a Letter out of his Pocket; read it 
ſigh, as if his Heart would have broken ; and then 
fall into a very deep Study. Some body ap- 
proaching, ſoon after, he got up to avoid him; 
in the Diſtraction of his Mind, he forgot his Let- 
ter, which I picked up; and as ſoon as 1 was 


alone, read therein, as follows. 
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TT bas not been without the greateſ} Difficulty, my 
4 dear Carlos, that I have at laft found out the 
Place of your Retirement: Fudge my Amazement, 
when I heard the. ſurprizing News. Theſe fix 
whole Months have I caujedSearch to be made after 
you every where: how many Tears have you coſt me! 
and how dear have you made me pay for the innocent 
 Fittory I gained over you | Without a Miracle, 
fbould never have found you again. Come, dear 
Carlos, and reſtore me to that T ranquillity of which 
your Abſence has deprived me. I wait for you at 
Madam de Pallies, and have a bundred T hings to 
ay to you, as well as the maſt agreeable News ta 
tell you. 1315 b 


This Letter ſeemed to me very moving, and! 
could have heartily wiſhed to have known the Sto- 
ry that gave Occaſion thereto, The Name of 
Carlos pleaſed me very much; 1 had read divers 
Romances and Novels; and like many others, had 
taken a Liking to the Intrigues of the Spaniſb Na- 
tion; but knew not which Way to manage, to 
. procure myſelf that Satisfaction. | 
I was going to rack my Brains, by ſtudying to 
what Means I ſhould have Recourſe, when I ſaw 
from my Window the penſive Spaniard feeling in 
all his Pockets, and looking up and down in every 
Place where he had been. He ſeemed in the ut- 
moſt Uneaſineſs; and I did not at all doubt, but 
the Loſs of his Letter, was the Occaſion thereof; 
wherefore, I reſolved to lay hold on this Oppor- 
tunity, to gain his Confidence; and waited for 
him, in the Way by which he muſt neceſſarily 
3 A OT, 
| As 


terruption. 


„ = 

As the Diſorder of his Mind was viſibly painted 
in his Face, and he was all over in a Sweat; I took 
the Liberty to aſk him, what was the Cauſe of his 
Trouble: Nothing at all, Sir, ſaid he, in a low 
Voice; I am obliged to you, however, for the 
Share you are pleaſed to take, in what relates to 
me. I do indeed concern myſelf therein, more 
than you imagine, cried]; and it is not to Day 
alone, that I have devoted myſelt to your Service 
had you put any Confidence in me, I might, per- 
haps, extricate you from your preſent Uneaſineſs. 
return you many Thanks, anſwered he; but J 
have no Manner of Occaſion. — x | 


I I ſhall not pretend to contradict you, ſince you 


will have it fo, replied I, interrupting him, and 
making as if I would have gone away, but, I 
thought that you might bave loſt ſomewhat, and 
might have been able to give you ſome Account 
of it. Ah! Sir, what is it you ſay, cried he, in- 
terrupting me haſtily? Ts it poſſible you ſhould 
have found a Letter, which I had forgetfully left 
behind me ? If that be the Caſe, I am eaſy; for 
I muſt confeſs to you, it is of the utmoſt Import- 
ance to me. Let us go into my Chamber, reſu- 
med I; we ſhall there be more at Liberty, to 
diſcourſe without being obſerved, and without In- 
As ſoon as the Door was ſhut, I delivered him 
back his Letter; 1 am over-joyed, ſaid I, that it 
fell into my Hands; J am not given to tattling ; 
and ſhall take Care, not to mention a Word of 
what it contains; for, in this Country they feem 
not to make a jeſting Matter even of the moſt in- 
nocent Inclination 
It is very true, Sir, anſwered he; I cannot ſuf- 
ficiently extol my good Fortune, in finding that 
Part of my deareſt Secrets have happened into the 
| 1 "= Four 
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Power of a Man of ſo much Honour as yourſelf; 


and [ believe I may rely very juſtly upon your Dil. 


cretion, Of that I will aſſure you, replied] ; 


and ſhould think myſelf very happy, were you but 


tully perſuaded of it: The Bell, which rung tor 
Lectures, interrupted us, in the midſt of theſe 


| Compliments ; and obliged us to part, after hav- 
ing promiſed to meet again, in the ſame TN 


when they were finiſhed. 
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CHAP. X. 


The 8 of the Spaniard. He loſes his whole 


Eſtate, and his Miſtreſs, at one Game of Cheſs. 
LE CTURE S being over, Carlos and | 


returned again to my chamber ; where we no 

ſooner arrived, and were ſeated, than he addreſſed 
me in the following. Terms. 

You are the only one, Sir, ſaid he, wlicm 


1 have judged to be Maſter of ſufficient Pru- 


dence, and Diſcretion; and for whom I have 


had ſufficient Regard, to make the Depoſitory of 


my Secrets, by relating to you my Adyentures, 
They are ſo very remarkable, and I have beha- 


ved myſelf ſo extremely raſh, and inconſiderate, 


in ſome Reſpects, that I am much afraid, the 


Recital of them, will deprive me of that little 
Eſteem, wherewith you ſeem prepoſſeſſed in my 


Behalf: In Effet, the only Faygur you can 
poſſibly confer on me, will be te H upon me, 
on ſome Occaſions, as a Mad-Man; ; and, I in- 
form you before- hand, I ſhall not * it at al 
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Do me more Juſtice, cried I, interrupting 
him; and do not think me capable, of entertain- 


ing any ſuch Imagination: On the contrary, you 
will find me very compaſſionate, and ready to 


ſympathize with you, in your Misfortunes; for I 
have learnt, by my own Expcrience, not to be 


ſevere upon others, for thoſe Weakneſſes, into 
which human Frailty makes us fall ſo frequently. 
You give me great Encouragement, reſumed he, 
and I ſhall be able to begin my Relation, with 


the leſs Confuſion. 

1 am the Son of a Spaniſh Nobleman; who 
was not only of one of the moſt illuſtrious Fami- 
lies in the Kingdom, but was alſo the greateſt 


Cheſs-Player in all Spain; and acknowledged as 
ſuch by all the Countries adjacent. He lived at 


Toledo; and has 'Twenty Times travelled a Hun- 


dred Leagues, to meet with a Competitor, of 


equal Reputation with himſelf. 


He taught me the Game, in the very Begin- 
ning of my Youth; Fatal Skill! Vain Amuſe- 


ment! I ſucceeded my Father in his Renown 
and ſeveral Heroes of the Cheſs-Board, did. me 


Honour to come and attack me; but I conquere 


them all: I grew proud thereof; and the Love 1 
had for this Game, was increaſed by my frequent 
Triumphs; till, at laſt, it proceeded ſo far; that 
I travelled all Europe over, in Search of Antagos 
niſts. T went through Italy, Portugal, Calmany, 


and Holland; and maintained my Superiority 
every where: At laſt, I came to Paris; fully re- 


ſolved, never to play more, in my Days, if I 
could not find here an Adverſary, of equal Skill 
with myſelf. ei BS 


— 


upon their Knowledge of this Game, durſt try 


their Strength againſt mine; indeed, the prodi- 
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gious Sum, to be ſtaked upon the Iſſue of the 
Game, was terrifying; the Hazard was no leſs, 
than that of being ruined, to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes; the Eſtate of the one, or the other, muſt 
have gone to Wreck; and they were to be ren- 
dered equal, (if they were not ſo otherwiſe) by 
the Bets of thoſe, who would back the reſpectiye 
Gameſters. 
My Income had been exceſſively increaſed 
within Ten Years; I had ruined Twenty-Two 
. conſiderable Families; ; and was looked upon in 
this Kingdom, with Eyes of Admiration; the 
Figure, I have a ways made here, contributing, 
no doubt, not a litile thereto. 

At an Entertainment I gave, in the Country, 

1 became acquainted with Madam de C——; 
and fell paſſionately in Love with Mademoiſelle, 
her Daughter. I was ſome Time before I diſclo- 
ſed it to her; but, at laſt, I ventured to run the 
Hazard. I had no Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with 
her Anſwer; ſhe did not expreſs any Diflike to 
me; but, indeed, ſhe told me, ſhe had formed 
to herſelf ſuch a Notion of Marriage, that ſhe 
would never have any Man, till ſhe had made 
Tryal of him, in that very Point, which, ſhe 
imagined, would moſt ſenſibly touch him. 

I aſſured her, ſhe might put me to all Manner 
of 'Teſts; and, that my Sentiments, for her, 
were ſo pure, and yet fo paſſionate, that I durſt 
defy all the Lovers in the Univerſe, to adore her 
with more Ardour. Perſons in Love, ſaid ſhe, 


_ - promiſe. great Matters; we ſhall ſee in Time, 


whether you will be able to make good, What 
you have advanced: Thus did ſeveral Months 
paſs on, without any Thing extraordinary hap- 
Penings, to diſturb my 'T 1 6a | | 
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My adorable Miſtreſs was a great Lover of 


Cheſs ; and uſed frequently to play, with a cer- 
vain Abbot, whom a little Superiority over her 
in Skill, rendered haughty and vain. They 
played together every Day ; and he continually 
reaped Victory on Victory, which nettled her 
to the very Quick ; nevertheleſs, I had never 
been able to prevail on myſelf, to teach her this 
Game. She had always, indeed, had ſo much 
Regard for me, never to mention one Word of 
it to me; and they had ſo much-Deterence for 


me, in all the Houſes wherever I came, to 


lock up the Cheſs-Boards, as ſoon as I ap- 
peared, „ | 

In Effect, it was well known, that I had decla- 
red againſt it; and had made it a Law to myſelf, 
to avoid for the future, all Occaſions of playing 
atit. But, how vain are all Reſolutions, when 
Love pleads to the contrary ! J pitied the Mor- 
tification this Abbot continually gave Mademoi- 
ſelle de C » hedid not ſhew her any Manner 


of Complaiſance ; but, in ſeven or eight Moves, 


generally won the Game. 

One Day, when ſhe had loſt three together, 
notwithſtanding his having added two Rooks to the 
OdCcs he before ufed to give her, ſhe ſeemed to 
me ſo heartily grieved thereat, that going to her 
Mother, order your Daughter to be called hither, 


Madam, faid I, ſmiling; I will teach, her once 


for all, to beat the haughty Abbot to all Intents 
and Purpoſes. 68 | 

How good you are, cryed the Lady! You are 
going to reſtore her to Life. However, Sir, con- 
tinnued ſne, don't attempt it, if it will give you 
any Uneaſineſs. No, Madam, anſwered I, one 


can do Things for you, and Mademoiſelle de C——\ 


3: 


which 


i 1 


which 4 would not conſent to on any other Con- 
ſideration. 
She was ſenſibly touched at this Compliment; 
and ſoon after her Daughter entered, with a pen- 
five and melancholy Air. Qyit that gloomy Look 
Mademoiſelle, ſaid I, chearfully, I will enable you 
for the future to get rid of it ; for it will impair 
your Health too much, and that is too dear to me 
Having thus ſaid, I called for a Cheſs-Board ; and 
her Countenance appeared quite different, as ſoon 
as it was brought in. Her Mother had acquainted 
her with my Deſign, and ſhe took ſo great a Plea- 
ſure before-hand in imagining ſhe ſhould ſoon tri- 
umph over the inſolent Abbot, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to pleaſe her in a more ſenſible 
Manner. 

T began then, from that very Day, to teach 

her thoſe great Moves which are invitable when 

one is a Stranger to them; ſhe was eight 
Days together without playing, upon different 
Pretences; at laſt, being armed with my Inſtruc- 
tions, ſhe accepted with a timorous Air, the 
proud Challenge given her by the Abbot, to play 
with him. 

He offered to give her the Queen, but ſhe an- 

ſwered ſhe would play with him even handed; for 
whenever he gave her any Advantage, it brought 
her ill Luck. With all my Heart, anſwered he, 
with a bantering Air; the Game will be ended 
the ſooner. 

Accordingly the 8 began, and the Fyes of 
my dear Linette, (that was the Name TI had given 
my lovely Miſtreſs) ſparkled with Joy : I had pro- 
miſed her, that the Abbot fhould never beat her 
in his Days. She ſaw the Proof thereof with 
T anf port; he was mated in Halt a Dozen Moves ; 
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he imagined, however, that this was owing to 
Chance. They proceeded then to a ſecond, and 
ſhe ſerved him the ſame Sauce; The third quite 
confounded him, and ſtruck him motionleſs; in 
ſhort he grew nettled thereat, and loſt fix, one af- 
ter another. At laſt, quite exaſperated, at ſeeing 
himſelf always treated in the ſame Manner, he 
overturned the Cheſs-Board, grumbling horribly, 
and ſaid it was eaſy to perceive that Perſons of 
Quality no longer regarded their Words. | 
It was no hard Matter, to know at whom he 
aim'd that Reproach ; however, I valued it not of 
a Straw, being ſufficiently comforted for it, by the 
Joy it had given the charming Linette, which ex- 
ceeded all Imagination. Well, my dear Mother, 


ſaid ſhe, is not Monſ. L' Abbe very filly! He is in- 


deed in a terrible Paſſion, cried Madam de C 
] can hardly contain myſelf for Joy, reſumed Ma- 
demoiſelle, her Daughter; how tranſported am I, 
at having thus mortified him] He had always ſome 
taunting Word, or other, ready to mortify me 


Theſe Raptures of my lovely Charmer gave me 
ſo much Pleaſure, that I reſolved to make her a 
perfect Miſtreſs of the Game; ſhe improved 
therein to a Miracle; and I am perſuaded, had TI 
continued my Leſſons to her, ſhe might even have 
been able in Time, to have been too hard for mg 
myſelf: But the Misfortune that befell me withiß 
a tew Days after, deprived me of this Satisfaction. 
Had this been the Caſe, I might have flattered. 
myſelf with the Thought, that none, but the ab- 
ſolute Miſtreſs of my Heart, had been able to tri- 
umph over my Skill; and that I myſelf had been 
the only Maſter who could have taught any one to 


conquer me. 
| | Mean, 


| C 20 } 
Mean while, the Complaiſance I had alway; 
ſhewn for the dear Object of my Affections, had en- 
tirely gained her Heart; ſne had confeſſed as much 
ſincerely to me; and this was what I waited for, 
in order to make a Demand of her in Marriage. 
did fo; and met not with any Repulſe; on the 
cContrary, Madam de C received the Propo- 
ſal very graciouſly. | 1 
The Writings were drawn; and the Nuptial 
Ceremony was to have been performed, within 
three Days, with the utmoſt Splendor, when a 
moſt cruel and unheard-of 'Turn of Fortune quite 
- deſtroyed all my Happineſs, and plunged me into 
an Abyſs of Miſery. | 7 | 

Here a Flood of Tears ſtreamed down the 
Cheeks of the diſconſolate Abbot; and he was 
forced to pauſe a while, to recover himſelf ; after 
which he went on as follows: The Morning be- 
fore the Day which was to have rendered me the 
moſt fortunate of Mankind, a Letter was brought 
to me, juſt as I was getting up; the Contents of 
which are ſo ſtrongly imprinted on my Memory, 
that I ſhall be able all my Life to repeat it Word 
for Word, in the Terms in which it was 
couched. - | 


PEE „ K n. 
T7 Have been credibly informed, Sir, that you 


have never been conquered at Cheſs, and I have 
been aſpiring theſe ſix Months, at the Honour «f 
beating you, at the Hazard of loſing all that is moſt 
dear to me in this World, my Eſtate, and my Mi- 
treſs. My Fortune is equal to yours, no Difficulty 
can be ſtarted therefore upon that Account ; and my 
Miſtreſs is the ſame as yours, It is reported that 
| you are upon the Point of being married to ber, 1 

| Y Iba 
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that be the Caſe, I forwarn . that y2u ſhall not 
be the peaceable Poſſeſſor of ber; | for, before the 
Nuptial Torch is lighted, it ſhall be dyed, either in 
your Blocd, or in my own, Only the winning of 
one Game can ſecure you in the quiet Enjoyment of 
that Treaſure. ' 5 7 whetber you will accept 
the Challenge on theſe Conditions. I wait your An- 
ſwer ; one ſball call for it in two Hours; I was © 
willing to allow you that Time to refleft upan it. In 
Caſe you have the Reſolution to accept this Challenge, 
you bave nothing to do but to appoint the Place; J 
will not be ſo far mortified, to be known by you for 
the Perſon vanquiſhed. | 


This Letter occaſioned a cruel Conflict in my 
Breaſt; at any other Time, I ſhould have deſi- 


red no better than to have made fuch a Match ; 


but now I was at a Loſs what Courſe l ought to 
take. How cutting and difficult it is to defend one's 


ſelf againſt an Inclination, that is deeply rooted in 


one's Heart! Whilſt I was under this uneaſy Agi- 
tation, and in Suſpenſe what to do, the Meſſen- 
ger of this new Hero of the Cheſs-Board, return- 
ed; I was obliged, therefore, to come to a Reſo- 
lution, which I did accordingly, and wrote him 
the following Anſwer. 


LL T.T-T EA 


7 AM very ready to play with you, for all I am 
" worth, but can by no means flake what does 
not belong to me. 

5 | CARLos. 


Hereupon I received a ſecond Letter in about 
an Hour after, wherein the Unknown acquainted 
me, that, ſince J had refuſed accepting his Chal- 

Vor. I. M | lenge, 


| La 7 

Jenge, he was going to ſet out from Paris; but, 
that I muſt not take it ill, when he publiſhed it in 
the different Countries, through which he was 
about to travel, in Search of freſh Conqueſts, that 
I had not dared to play with him, and had thereby 
acknowledged myſelf not to be a Match for him; 
adding that he had only propoſed ſtaking the beau- 
teous Linette, in order to oblige me to deſiſt from 
my Pretenſions to her, in caſe I ſhould be over- 
come: Having thus premiſed, he allowed me Half 
an Hour to determine, whether 1 would engage 
with him, or not. 

It is to no purpoſe to write, ſaid I to the Bearer 
of the Letter, heartily nettled at the Vanity of the 
Perſon who had ſent it ; you need only tell my 
preſumptuous and haughty Adverſary, that I ac- 
cept his Challenge, and he has nothing to do, 
but to be at the Coffee-Houſe; he will find 
me there up one Pair of Stairs, at Three o' Clock 
preciſely. | BE 
- Accordingly, I went thither, at the Time ap- 
pointed, with the greateſt Diſcompoſure of Mind; 
to which, no Doubt, was, in a great Meaſure, 
owing, the terrible Cataſtrophe that enſued. A 
Cheſs-Board was prepared; and my proud Ad- 
verſary appeared, ſoon after, in a Maſk ; and at- 
tended only by the Perſon, who had brought me 

the Letters. He ſpoke not a Word, but having 
barely ſaluted me, at his Entrance into the Room, 
placed himſelf, without farther Ceremony, at the 
Table, whereon the Cheſs-Board was ſet. 

I could fee nothing of him, but his Eyes, which 
ſeemed to me very fine; Chance favoured him 
with the Advantage of the Move; but my paſſed 
'Triumphs made me deſpiſe that trifling good For- 
| gune. The Game was pretty long, and ſeemed 


„ 
to declare for me, at the Beginning; but, twWa 
Pawns having been forced from me, put me into 
2 little Contuſion. My Antagoniſt took Advan- 
tage of my Concern, and preſſed hard upon me; 
| had Recourfe to all the Maſter- Strokes of the 
Game; and, already thinking myſelf ſure of the 
Victory, had my Hand up, to make the deciſwe 


Move; when a curſed Pawn, which lay concealed 


behind a Rook, made me Check-mate, without 


%.. 


Mercy. 


Gueſs my Confuſion, Rage, and Anguiſh! It 
was the firſt Time I had ever been conquered ; 
accordingly, I was ſome Time ſpeechleſs, being 
Thunder-ſftruck, at the Greatneſs of my Loſs ; 


and, eſpecially, at that of my Miſtreſs, who was 


much dearer to me, than every Thing beſides ; 
though the Ruin, of the prodigious Reputation, 
J had acquired, touched me very ſenſibly. How- 
ever, riſing up at laſt, and recovering myſelf, as 
well as I could, all I have is yours, ſaid I; my 
Steward ſhall be here, in an Hour, at fartheſt, to 
receive your InftruQtions ; farewel, I no longer 
diſpute you any Thing. Having thus ſpoken, I 


 haſtened-away ; in vain did he call me back; +} 


had already got at a good Diſtance ; and hurried 
Home, over-whelmed with Rage, and Sorrow. 
Being arrived there, I made an abſolute Con- 
veyance, of all my Effects, over to my Adverſary; 
leaving a Blank for his Name, as had been previ- 
ouſly agreed, by Proxy, between us; an Eſti- 
mate having been before taken of our Fortunes, 
for that Purpoſe ; and ſufficient Security given on 
both Sides, (as I ought before to have obſerved): 
for the Performance of Articles. 
This done, I ſent my Steward, therewith, to 
the Coffee - Houſe before- mentioned; and quitting. 
"20 X my 
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my own Hotel, took an indifferent Lodging, in an 
remote Part of the Town; then, having provided 
myſelf, with the Habit you ſee me now wear, 
and all Things ſuitable thereto, with what Mo- 
ney I had about me, amounting to about Ten 
Thouſand Livres in Gold, which, tortunately, was 
not included in the Eſtimate, I forſook the World; 
and changing my Name, came to take Refuge here; 
having given at my Entrance, all the Remainder 
of the Money, I had reſerved to mylelf. 

Here, ever ſince, I have led a melancholy, and 
languiſhing Life ; not having been able, as yet, 
to forget my Misfortunes ; and being continually 
haunted, with the Idea of the beauteous Linette. 
I had however, within my ſelf, in Point of 
Honour determined, to perſiſt, in my Reſolution; 
hoping, continually, that Time would diſpel, the 
melancholy, and cutting Reflections, that diſturb 
the Tranquillity of my Soul ; but this Letter, 
which I have but juſt received, has quite render- 
ed fruitleſs, all my Efforts, to compoſe my Mind 
and, having made me ſenſible, I ſtill love, more 
than ever, has plunged me into ſuch a Perplexity, 
that I no longer know, what Courle to take. 


S 
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CHAP. . 


Don Carlos 1 715 "bis Miſtreſs ; ode . tobe 


the Antagoniſt, with whom he bad engaged. The 

Means uſed by the fair Linette, to find out the 

Place of ber Lover's Retirement; and the ſurpri- 

' Zing ra GY which ſbe came.al the ne 
thereof." | 

T HE Concluſion of this Story, 1 not nooks om 

ed to me very extraordinary, but infinitely 


moving and affecting; and I ſympathized ſincere- 
ly, with Don Carlos, in his Misfortunes: Upon 


mature Conſidera tion, however, and weighing all 
the Circumſtances, before related, methought, I 
perceived a Ray of Hope, which gave me Room 
to flatter myſelf, that Things, in the End, would 


take a favourable Turn; and I began, more than 
half, to ſuſpect, hat would be. the Iſſue, of ſo 


ſingular an Adventure. 


Hereupon, will you give me Baan Sir, ſaid I, 


to the diſconſolate Spaniard, to tell you my Senti- 
ments freely? But; firſt, let me aſk. you, do you 
like che retired e upen which, you have now 
entered? . 


I muſt confeſs to you, neun anſwered Car- 


lot, that it is far from being agreeable to me; 
neither can Þbring myſelf, by any Means; to put 


a good Face, upon a Courle of Life, ſo widely 


different, from that I uſed. to lead formerly; in- 


ſomuch, that nothing, but the Principles of that 


holy Religion, wherein] have been carefully edu- 


cated,” could have e 12 Wen violent: 
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Very well ! reſumed I, ſince that is the Cafe, 
you. muſt leave this Houfe; and not render all 
your Days miſerable, for any human Conſiderati- 
ons. It cannot be, my dear. Abbot, rejoined 
Don Carlos; how would you have a Man, who 
has always, till now, ſived in the greateſt Splen- 
dour and Magnificence, appear again in the 
World, when his whole Fortune is gone? 

Is this the only Thing that detains: you, an · 
Weed I? And, ſuppoſing you could again be 
Maſter of a plentiful —_— and could fand your 
Miſtreſs till diſenga and faithful, would you 

Fong with Pleaſure" 21: Loh 
ſigh, continued I, that is a tacit Confeſſion ; 
let us be gone; my Heart foretels me a thouſand 
favourable Things, that will reſult, from your 


making the Viſit deſired of you : Suffer me to go 
f ag with you. 


hat is it you propoſe to me, 2 Carks, 


5 interrupting me? Are not you building: Caſtles in 


the Air ? Por ſuppoſing, even, that the beaute- 


. ous Linette, ſhould be ready to give me her Hand, 


deſtitute, and ſtript of all, as Lam; do you ima- 
gine, her Mother would: conſent thereto, when 
ſhe finds me irrettievably undone, and paſt all 
Hopes? Very well, let the worſt come to the 
— reſumed 1, let us go; happen hat will 
of it, we can but return hither. {> 

And do you, then, think it nothing, defended 
cn interrupting me briſkly, to behold Made - 


moiſelle De C—— once more, and ta leave her a+ 


gain afterwards, for ever? O Heavens! One 
may perceive plainly, you have never known, 
what it is to be in Love: Six Months have I en- 
deavoured, to banifh the Idea, of that charming 
Lady from my Remembrance, and ſtill is ſne ab- 


inte | OOO of oo mad 3 judge, then the 
Hazard 
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Hazard I ſhould run, in beholding again her beau- 

teous Eyes. | 
However, continued he, do me the Favour, to 

go thither, in my Stead ; go, my dear Abbot; 

tell her, I ſhall never forget her; and, that, 

had I loved her leſs, I ſhould not have ſacri- 


ficed myſelf, in the Manner 1 have done: Aſſure 


her, alſo, I ſhall always ſhare greatly, in what- 
ever relates to her Welfare. Having thus ſaid, 
he gave me Directions where to find her; embra- 
ced me cordially; and withdrew, with Tears in 
his Eyes. 1 v; 

Having called a Coach, and got therein, I be- 


| gan, again, to recollect, all the Circumſtances, 


of this extraordinary Adventure; and rightly 
judging, that I could ſee through the whole Myſ- 
tery, arrived, with Confidence, at the Houle, 
to which I had been directed. On my alighting 
out .of the Coach, I ſaw a young Lady, at a 


Window, whom, by a ſudden Tranſport of Joy, 


ſhe expreſſed at the Sight of me, I imagined to 


be the lovely Linette. As ſoon as I was at the 


Stair-Head, ſhe ran towards me, with open 
Arms; when, being. come near me, and per- 


ceiving her Miſtake, ſhe ſtept back, and cried 


out, O Heavens lit is not Don Carlos. 
Hereupon, compoſe yourſelf, a little, Madam, 
ſaid I; though I am not Don Carlos, I am come 


from him, and am his ſecond-ſelf; in ſhort, you 


may repoſe an entire Confidence in me; having 


thus ſaid, I delivered her the Letter ſne had writ- 


ten, as a Proof of what I had advanced. 

But, why does he not come himſelf, reſumed 
ſhe? Has he forgotten me? What am I to think, 
of the little Impatience he ſnews, to ſee me again? 
He has abandoned, and renounced me; will he 
add, to that Offence, this ſecond, of refuſing to 


return, 


[ ns 1 


return; though invited thereto, by the ends 
Over-flowings, of my tranſported Heart? His 
Abſence was very near being fatal to me; my 
Sorrow, for having been the innocent Cauſe 
thereof, had almoſt coſt me my Life: How can 
the ungrateful Wretch, ever repay me, for all 
the numberleſs Tears, he has made me ſhed ? 
She uttered all this, with ſo much Earneſtneſs, 

that I had never, yet, had an Opportunity of 
anſwering her; and I was juſt preparing to do it, 
when Don Carks (growing impatient to know his 
Deſtiny) appeared himſelf in Perſon. - Behold 
me here, eried he (throwing himſelf proſtrate at 
Her. Feet) F am not ungrateful; I love you but 
too much, for the future Repoſe of my Life; 
and my Abſence has not been owingy wy De- 
ay in my Paſſion. 


If you are ſtill a Stranger, to the Canſc thereof, | 


hear it now, in few Words, adorable Linette 
The unhappy Inclination, I have always had, to 
that fatal Game. I know eit already, an-. 


ſwered the beauteous Charmer, interrupting him, 


and raiſing him up; you have not only ventured 
-all your Eſtate, but have. alfo renounced our 


Marriage. O Heavens] cried Carlos; in a Tran- 


ſport of Indignation? Why cannot T'chaſtiſe thee 
for thy Indiſcretion, thou ungenerous, and vain- 
glorious Conqueror! Was not the Advantage 
thou gainedſt over me, a ſufficient- Addition to 
thy Reputation, as well as to thy Fortune, with- 


out publiſhing it to = whole- e Aan, 


treacherous Wretch!' | 

Hold, hold, ſaid Mademoiselle 4 S, 

interrupting him, and laughing, you may, per- 

haps, repent, the opprobious Names, you give 

to this Conqueror. What do you ſay, Madam, 
peer Carles briſkly 1 > _ know- any Words 


ſufficient, | 
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ſufficient, to expreſs his Baſeneſs; and if I could 
find him again, all his Blood—— _ 

Well! well, ſatisfy yourſelf, anſwered the 
beauteous Linette; this baſe Adverſary, this per- 
fidious Wretch, this Object of all your Indignati- 
on, behold, is here; I am the very Perſon. Ah! 
What do you tell me, Madam, cried Carlos“ 
Is it poſſible, I ſhould have been made the Au- 
thor of my own Misfortune. | 

This Contefſion ought to humble you, con- 
tinued Mademoiſelle de , and yet more to 
ſurprize you. How much have I repented that 
fatal Victory? And, how greatly have I regret- 
ed the Nights I have ſpent in ſtudying and im- 
proving ſtill upon your Inſtructions, to that De- 


| gree, that I was enabled to beat you: I will tell 


you all the Circumſtances thereof. | 
The Advantage which the Inſight you had giv- 
en me, had rendered me capable of obtaining over 
the Abbot, ſeemed ſo ſurprizing to me, that I im- 
mediately took the Refolution to make uſe there- 
of againſt my awn Maſter. The Deſign was 
bold ; I knew you had never been overcome; and 
[ pleaſed myſelf ſo greatly with the Expectation of 
being your Conqueror, that, by the Means of an 
entire Application thereto, I found myſelf able to 
put it to the Venture. | To 
Mean while, my Mother chid me every Day, 
for the Time ſhe ſaw me ſpend about this ridicu- 
tous, Deſign; but I preffed her fo much not to diſ- 
ſuade me from it, and expreſſed ſo ardent a Defire 
of {ucceeding therein, that ſhe condeſcended ſo 
far, as to connive at the Trick, I played you. 
Before I challenged you, however, I was wil 
ling to try my Strength; wherefore I ſent to deſire 


Monſieur D „the beſt Player in Paris, to 


come to our Houſe, and make an Eſſay of his 


Skill 
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Skill againſt mind; he did ſo, and I beat him, 
Well pleaſed with my Proficiency, I challenged 
you, and you know what followed. 1 met you 
at the Coffee-Houſe; I trembled at the Begin- 
ning of the Game, and was filled with Satisfaction 
at the End: Your Deſpair rejoiced me infinitely; 
I pitied you, however, a few Minutes after, and 
ordered one to call you back; but you was not to 
be found. N 1 5 
Io my great Grief and Aſtoniſhment, Carle, 
you diſappeared ;. whereupon, I cauſed Search to 
e made after you in all Places, where I thought 
there was any Probability of finding you; but it 
was in vain. Some Days being elapſed, without 
my hearing any News of you, I began to grow very 
uneaſy, and trembled for Fear any Accident 
ſhould have befallen you; but my Anxiety in- 
creaſed . conſiderably, when ſome Weeks were 
paſſed without ſeeing you: In ſhort, five tedi- 
ous Months were ſpent thus in perpetual Alarms 
and Apprehenſions, till, at laſt, I fell deſperately 
fick, and my Youth alone ſaved me from Death 
Time did not diſpet my Anguiſh, neither did! 
give over alt Hopes of finding you again; mean 
while, my Story became publick ; for J had cau- 
fed Advertiſements to be. inſerted in the Papers, 
promiſing a conſiderable Reward: to any one. who 
| ſkould diſcover where you were; and I ſcarce dared 


ſhew my Head; ſo much by the Singularity of 


my 1 
— — wherever I came. | OCH 91 
Not to keep you in Suſpenſe any longer, full 
ſix Months being elapſed, I began to deſpair of 
ever ſeeing you, when one Day a Perſon un- 
known, in a mean Habit, accoſted me, as I was 
coming out of my Coach. I have been informed, 
Madam, ſaid he, of your Uneaſineſs and Con- 


Cern, 


wenture, the Eyes of all People were 
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cern, to know what is become of Don Carlos; it 
ſhall be your Fault alone, if I don't give you Sa- 
tistaction, upon that Head; for, though he 
ſhould be concealed, in the very Centre of the 
Earth, I will ſhew you him. ; 

O Heavens ! cryed I, tranſported with Joy, 
don't keep me any longer in Uncertainty ; but 
come with me directly. That cannot be, at 
preſent, anſwered he, interrupting me, I have 
ſome Meaſures to obſerve; but, To- morrow, at 
Ten, in the Evening I will wait upon you: Ha- 
ving, thus ſaid, he took his Leave. 

The Hopes wherewith he had flattered me, 
made me wait the appointed Hour, with impa- 
tience; I acquainted my Mother therewith, and 
ſhe congratulated me upon it, with all her Heart. 
| ſpent that Night, then, without being able to 
cloſe my Eyes; every Moment ſeemed to me an 
Age? and J aroſe in the Morning, with an Op- 
preſſion upon my Spirits, that was very eaſy to be 
perceived. | | 

How ſenfibly touched am I, ſaid Carlos, inter- 
rupting her here, and kiſſing her Hand, at thete 
invaluable Marks: of your Affection! By what 
Means is it poſſible for me to deſerve it? By 
loving me as tenderly as] do you, continued ſhe 
but let us haſten to a Myycluſion; theſe are ſo 
many precious Moments if which i rob my Mo- 
ther; ſhe has as great a Value tor you as for me; 
and longs impatiently for the Pleaſure of beholding 
you again, Fa i 

The Perſon before-mentioned, for whom I 
waited with ſo much Uneaſine's, arrived at laſt, 
at the appointed Hour: but I ſcarce knew him 
again, ſo different was he from what he was. be- 
tore, being very richly dreſſed. You lee, ſaid he, 
on entering my Apartment, that I am one of my 

| 1 Word; 
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Word; and, though you may be a little ſurprized 
at finding me appear ſomewhat better in Habit 
than I did Yefterday, your Aſtoniſhment will ceaſe 
when you know that the Art whereof I am Maſ- 
ter obliges me to conceal myſelf. 

They give no Quarter in this Country, * con- 
tinued he, to Perfons of my Profeſſion : But let us 
proceed to the Buſineſs in Hand. Be pleaſed to 
order a Looking-Glaſs to be brought hither ; and 
I hope in leſs than a Quarter of an Hour, you will 
be amply informed of what you ſo much deſire to 
know. | | | 

As ſoon as what he demanded was brought, he 
pulled a little Globe out of his Pocket, and placed 
it upon the Table whereon the Glaſs was ſet; 
which done, having afked ſome previous Qyeſti- 
ons, as how long you had been miſſing, and about 
what Age you might be, he made a Sort of Cal- 
culation, which took up fome Minutes; then pul- 
ling a ſmall Phial out of a Shagreen Cauſe, and 

placing it over againſt the Glaſs, he had ſcarce 
plucked out the Cork, before a thick Smoke if- 
fued from thence. 

Mean while, he covered the Looking-Glafs, 
and the Phial with a black Crape, which he had 
brought with him for that Purpoſe, and removed 
the Candles into another Room: Don't be afraid 
Madam, ſaid he, perceiving that the ſudden Dark- 
neſs and all theſe Ceremonies began to alarm me, 
and give me ſome Uneaſineſs;) no Hurt ſhall hap- 
pen to you; and this Prelude, which creates your 
Apprehenſions, will laſt but a Moment. 


In 


* ® This Paſſage ſhews that the City where this was 
done, was ſubject to the Inquifition ; and thay the 
ames alone are changed, as is obſerved in the Pre- 
face. | 1 


— 


r  Vyv0©Q@ A mwas 


pun, 


Pj — Wo 4 A, — taws AY 


mn © _ wy am On” O—ä— awe, yawn} — 


— 


„ 

In Effect, within a few Minutes he took off the 
black Crape; and I obſerved a Kind of Light diſ- 
cernable, in the Glaſs, Which indeed, was ſome 
what gloomy, but by which one 5 . eaſily 
diſtinguiſh any Objects, that appeared therein. 
The Unknown then drew a Chair to the Table, 
and having made me fit down therein, deſired me 


to look attentively in the Glaſs, and take Notice 


of what I ſhould ſee therein. | 
I did fo, and could perfectly well diſcern a large 
open Place, * in the Midſt of which was a very 
lofty Structure, at the Entrance whereof was a 
great Pair of Gates ; and under the Entablature, 
an Inſcription, (which I afterwards underſtood 
was in Latin) in, Gold Letters. I would have had 
it explained to me, but the Unknown told me, he 
was not permitted + ſo to do; that, however, I 
might take a Copy of it in my Pocket Book. 
This done, the Glaſs grew dark on a ſudden for 
ſome Moments, after which, the Light returning, 
perceived the Scene was changed. The firſt 
Object that ſtruck my Sight, was a Chamber, with 
ordinary Hangings and Furniture of the fame, and 
a little red Bed made after the Italian Manner. 
Oh! for that Matter, Madam, cried I, inter- 
rupting the Lady, this Man muſt certainly have 
dealt with the Devil, for the Chamber of Don 
| Carlos is furniſhed exactly as you have deſcribed it. 
In one Corner of this Room, continued Made- 
moiſelle de C „I diſcovered my long and much 
lamented Lover, pretty much in the ſame Poſture, 
wherein he is now; whereupon, O Heavens ! 
Nei L 5 cryed 


* The Tranſlator aſſures his Readers, he believes 
this Adventure as true as thoſe of the ſame Natare re- 
lated in the Life of Signor Noxelli. 


+ Perhaps the Conjurer did not underſtand Latin. 
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cryed I, it is Don Carlos himſelf ! Is it poſſible he 
ſhould be'turnedAbbot ! W hat can be the Meaning 
of this Transformation; Having thus ſpoken, I 
began to weep bitterly. Comfort yourſelf, Ma- 
dam, faid this extraordinary Unknown, you are 
now informed, where your Lover is, and it will 


be very eaſy for you, to clear up all your Doubts, 


Having then, cork'd the Phial up again, I gave 
him Fifty Louis dOrs, with which he ſeemed ve- 
ry well ſatisty'd; and, on my aſking whence he 
had that miraculous little-Bottle, he told me ; it 
had come from a celebrated Philoſopher, and A- 
dept, named Huzail; * as allo, that it had been 
tranſmitted down, from Father to Son, in his 
Family, till it had fallen into his Hands, who was 


his lineal Deſcendant. Having 3 he took 


his Leave of me; and I went to Bed, with my 
Head full, of this extraordinary Adventure. 
Next Morning, I had the Inscription above- 
mentioned explained to me; and ſent away direct- 
ly, to the College, therein ſpecifyed ; this, my 


dear Carlos, was the Way, whereby I found you 


out ; let us now haſten away, to my dear Mother, 
who is impatient to fee you; and it is but juſt to 


fatisfy her. 


We got, then, into Linette's Coach, and went 


to her Mother, at 4 Convent; whither ſhe was 


gone, to viſit one of, her Eriepds: We were pre- 
ſented to her; on the Sight of Carlos, ſhe was in 
perfect Raptures; and embraced him as cordially, 
as if he had been her own Son: it was reſolved 
from that Moment, that he ſhould return no more 
to the College, but ſhould lie, that very Night, 
at his own Hotel; and he deſired me, as having 


been, in ſome Meaſure, the Inftrument of his 


4 Happineſs 


See the Note, Page 60, 
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Happineſs, not only to do the ſame, but alſo ne- 
ver more to leave him. 

The Offer was too advantageous to be refuſed; 
but, unfortunately, I was ſent to the College, for 
the Sake of Decency, and good Manners, to take 
our Leave of the Preſident; and thank him for 
all Favours; and I got again into the Lady's 
Coach, wherein we had come thither, in order 
to acquit my ſelt of that Commiſſion ; when the 


good intentions, of the grateful, and generous 


Spaniard, were fruſtrated by the following diſa- 
greeable Adventure; which quite put an End, 
to thoſe pleaſing Fancies, here with 1 had * 
to flatter myſelt. 


ALXEREAEXLAEREXEREL 
C HAF. 


Bigand meets D'Oſilly. His Perplexity, and Con- 
fuſion upon that Account. He eſcapes, then, from 
him, and lights upon him, E a Mee 


ime. 


A* NE W Play happened to be aded, that Fvcn- 
ing, at the Hotel de Bourgogne ; at leaſt Two 


Hundred Coaches, ſtopt up the Paſſage, in the 


neighbouring Streets; that, wherein I was, being 
got into one of the Ranks, could neither advance 
forwards, nor draw back; during the Confuſion, 
and Uproar, occaſioned, 2s is uſual, by this De- 
lay, I chanced to caſt my Eyes, unfortunately, 
upon a Berlin, that was a-breaſt of my Coach; 
and obſerved, therein, a Woman, richly dreſſed, 
who, eyed me very attentively. 


Hereupon, I bluſhed, though without E 


| ing why; when a Man has any Thing, where- 
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with to reproach himſelf, every Trifle terrifies 
Him. I gave a ſecond Look, however, into the 
Berlin ; but, how great was my Surprize, and 
Terror, when 1 perceived D' O, who was 
leaning very forwards, and viewing me with the 
_ greateſt Earncſtneſs! He was with his kind Pa- 
troneſs, Mademoiſelle de B , whom 1 had 
not called to Mind, undoubtedly, becauſe of her 
Dreſs. 

was ſeized with a 'Trembling from Head to 
Foot, and drew my Head back, within the Coach; 
flattering myſelf, however, with the Hopes, that 
they had not been able to recollect me; efpecial- 
ly, as I was in a Habit, ſo different trom that, 
wherein they had always before ſeen me: But [ 
was miſtaken ; what had happened was paſt re- 
calling; D*Ofþ/y was too much concerned there- 
in, not to know me again. 

Accordingly, he put his Head out of the Ber- 
lin, and pointing to the Coach wherein was, he 
eryed out; Stop thet Abbet, Stop bim. Happily 
for me, 1 had then the Preſence of Mind, to come 
immediately to a Reiolution, what Courſe to 
take; wherefore, opening the Coach-Door, on 
the contrary Side, I got out direct y, and betook 
myſelf to my Heels. | 
I could hear them, plainly purſue after me, 

with the Outcry of Stop Thief; but the Confuſion, 

and Concourſe of Coaches, proved, then, advan- 
tageous to me. I ſlipt in between them; and 
having, by that Means, got away from the Hue 
and Cry, turned down the firſt Street I came to, 
where I took a Hackney Coach, and bid the Man 
drive on, without directing him, to any particu- 
lar Place. In ſhort, I was ſo much confounded, 
at what had happened, that I thus loſt, in vain 
RefleQions, the 92 Ti ime, whereof I might 
have 


5 


| have made Uſe, to get back my Money from the | 


College. 

At laſt, being recovered a little from my Fright, 
began to conſider, what was beſt to be done; 
it was neceſſary to come to ſome Reſolution, and, 
yet, upon what could I determine ! Should I re- 
turn to Madame de C— 's? There was no 
thinking upon that ; her Coachman had: been a 
Witneſs to my Dilgrace ; beſides which it was 
eaſy to imagine, D 22 My, would go to Don Car- 
los, and acquaint him with my having robbed him. 
In the mean while, I had but one Louis d'Or about 
me; the Neceſſity, therefore, to which I was up- 


on the Point of being reduced, having neither Lin- 


en, nor Moncy, induced, me to run the Venture, of 
going once more to the College; for this Reaſon, 
ordered the Coachman to drive me thither. 

{ had got to the Gate, and was juſt about to 
enter in, when 1 was ſtopt, by a good- natured 
Shoe-Cleaner; who had taken a Fancy to me: 
Make your Eſcape, Sir, cryed he, and have a 
Care. of appearing here ; here has juſt been a 
Gentleman, who aſked foe” the Preſident ; and, 
whatever he has told him, I was cloſe by the Por- 
ter, when an Order was brought, ſoon after, to 
ſhut the College-Gates, the Moment you ſhould 
come in; ſomething: was ſaid, but I don't know 
what, about a certain Robbery. —— 

On hearing that Word, I did not wait for "VS 
ther Intelligence; but getting again into the 
Coach as faſt as poſſible, bid the Coachman drive 
away full Speed. He did as I had ordered, and 
galloped down the Street; unfortunately tor me, 
it grew narrow at the lower End, and we met with 
ſome Carts which prevented our going on; reſolv- 
ing, therefore, not to run a ſecond Time the 
lame Hazard, to which I had not long before 

N 3 - been 
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been 8 I opened the Coach-Door, and 
without taking Leave of the Driver betook myſelf 
to Flight. 

I had turned juſt down a little Street, where 
J was running along, as faſt as my Legs could 
carry me, when I faw the Berlin, with D' Oil 
in it, coming towards me. He diſcovered me 
again immediately, through the Glaſs, and called 
out, Stop that Abbot ; flop him, Mop bim; be i, is 4 
Thief, and has robbed me, = 

Hereupon, I flew back again, in 1 of 


eſcaping at the other End; when, to crown all 


my Misfortunes, I met the curſed Hackney- 


Coachman, whom I had juſt bilked. As ſoon as 


he ſet his Eyes on me, he leaped down from 
His Box, and running towards me, cried out; 


Ah! Sir, have I caught you? Is this the Way 


you pay your Coachmen ? ? 


The End of the FIRST PART. 
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CHAP. * 


The . Perplexity of Bigand. The Def zu of the 
Miſtreſs of the Lodging, where be takes Refuge, 
to have him apprehended. By what Means he 
eſcapes. He meets theWatch. He avoids them, 

| by concealing himſelf in a Coach; and falls Sf 

therein. What follows thereupon. | | 


r Kn F ever Man was confounded, and per- 
*f 1 * plexed, in this World, I was ſo, on 
this Occaſion ; I could neither move a 
b. TT. of Step forwards, or backwards, without 
being taken: D' Oly was got out of 
bis Berlin, and was advancing towards me; the 


ä had ä the ſame; in 
ſhort, 
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Wort, I was juſt in the Middle between them, 
without any Probability of eſcaping them. 

In this Extremuty, I had again the Preſence of 
Mind, to run into a little Intry, and bolt the 
Door after me; they purſued me thither, and, 
by the Noiſe they made, I perceived were en- 
deavouring to burſt it open-; whereupon, I hurried 
up the Stairs, by Four, and Four, at a Time; 
and was ſoon at the Top; where, finding a little 
Room open, I ruſhed in. 

At the Noiſe | made, in going in, a young 
Woman, who was waſhing therein, turned 
about; and, ſeeing me look terribly frightened, 
Mercy upon me ! Monſieur L' Abbe, cried ſhe, 
what is the Matter? What ails you? Ah! good 
charitable Angel, ſaid I, fave me, for Heaven's 
Sake! An Officer, with whom I have had a 
Quarrel, is in Purſuit of me, with Intent to 
murder me. Marry, God forbid | reſumed ſhe; 
here, run into that little Cloſet; the Window 
opens upon the Roof of the Houſe ; crawl to a 
large Chimney, you will find there, and conceal 

ourſelf behind it; you will be very unfortunate, 
indeed, if he comes thither to look for you. 

I took her Advice; and got out of the Win- 
dow, with ſo much Precipitation, and Terror, 
that I was near tumbling headlong into the 
Street; Inſtead of one Chimney, I found two 
| there ; and, ſquatting down between them, ſtaid 
there til] Night, in the utmoſt Agony, and Con- 
ſternation. 

As ſoon as I imagined the Patience of my 
Purſuers was tired out, and they had given over 
their Search, I ventured to return to the Window 
ok the Cloſet, at which I had got out; the young 
Woman was there waiting for me: Ah! Sir, 
cried ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſet Eyes on me, you 
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have had a narrow Eſcape | Come in, come in; 


the Danger is over, at leaſt, for the preſent. 


Do but gueſs, continued ſhe, when I was got 
again into the Room, the Malice of the Officer, 
you mentioned to me. What an artful Sirata- 
gem, do you think, he had Recourſe to! What! 
anſwered I, pretending not to underſtand her; 
and putting on an Air of Amazement ! He ſays, 
rejoined ſhe, that you are a Thief, and have rob- 
bed him of a "Thouſand Crowns; thinking, by 
that Means, to make every one deliver you up, 
to his Reſentment. ; | 

O! the abominable Slanderer, anſwered I! 
what a Falſhood has he invented, to compaſs 
his Deſign! Indeed, ſaid the young Woman, 


it is a very ſad Thing; it is eaſy to fee, by your 


very Aſpect, that it is all a Lie; but, good 
Heavens ! what have you done to him ? For he 
looked very bloody-minded; I am heartily 
glad, 1 had contributed ta your Concealment ; 
he would certainly have murdered you, without 
Remorſe. | ; WE 
Accordingly, I will never forget, the Obliga- 
tions J have to you, as long as 1 live, replied I; 
the firſt Moment 1 ſet my Eyes on ycu, I was 
aſſured, by your engaging Countenance, that you 
would preſerve me from the Danger, wherewith 
I was threatened. You are very complaiſant, 
ſaid ſhe; I could wiſh I had done yet more for 
you ; how do I know but I may, one Day, ſtand 
in need of your Aſſiſtance !_ | | 
| ſhould think myſelf very happy, anſwered I, 
if ever that ſhould come to paſs ; and ſhould joy- 


fully lay hold, on the firſt Opportunity, to ſerve 


you; nay, were it not for what has ſo lately hap- 
pened, which puts it out of my Power, at pre- 
lent, to teſtify my Acknowledgment, I would 

N | not 
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not ſtay ſo long, before I gave you ſome Proof; 
thereof. You do but banter me, reſumed the 
young Laundreſs; but there are ſometimes 
ſome Services, which are more grateful to us, 
than all the Preſents that could be made us. 

For my Part, purſued ſhe, I never envied 


any Folks their great Riches; they don't always 


render our Lives happy. Would to Heaven, 
purſued ſhe, ſighing, my Mother would be of 
the ſame Mind, in what relates to me; I ſhould 
much rather chooſe, to be ſomewhar leſs eaſy in 
my Circumſtances, and have the Satisfaction 
of pleaſing my Fancy; than to wallow in Afflu- 
ence, with one, whom I could not like. | 

When one is honeſt, and willing to work, one 
may always earn a Sufficiency, for one's Subſiſt- 
ence; and, with good Management, one may al. 
ſo find the Means, to procure ſuch Things as 
are convenient and agreeable; but, no more of 
that, you muſt neceſſarily be fatigued ; perhaps, 
they are lying in Wait for you ; wherefore, 
Iwill carry you into one of our Rooms, that we 
let out, ready-furniſhed, till you have come to a 
Reſolution, what Courſe to take. 

My Mother even provides Diet, for People, it 
they deſire it of her; as ſoon as ſhe comes Home, 
I will acquaint her with what has happened ; and, 
I am ſure, ſhe will not find Fault with what | 
have done; as for the Reſt, if you ſhould not 
have any Money about you, don't trouble your- 
ſelf about that; we know, very well, we don't 
Tun any Hazard, with honeſt Folks. 

Il was ſo much ſurprized, with the open and 
generous Temper of this amiable Maiden, that! 
was grieved, at the Bottom of my Heart, I could 
not make a ſuitable Return, to her Frankneſs and 
Sincerity; but, I was fo much at a Eofs, what 
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to do with myſelf, and under ſuch terrible Appre- 
henſions of being ſeized, in going out of this Houſe, 
he chat 1 accepted of her obliging Offers, with 

© WM Abundance of Thanks. 

Hereupon, ſhe did not ſpend the Time, in un- 
neceſſary Compliments; but, taking down a 
Key from behind the Door, and deſiring me to 
follow her, ſhe conducted me, down a Pair of 
Stairs, to a little Chamber; wonderfully neat, 
whereof ſhe ſhewed me all the Conveniencies : 
This done, ſhe took Leave of me, for the preſent ; 
telling me, if I wanted any thing, I need only 
aſk for it, and might make as tree, as if was at 
Home. 

Some few Moments after ſhe was gone, hear- 
ing ſome Body paſs by my Door, which opened 
upon the Stairs, I clapt my Ear to the Key-Hole ; 
but could only hear, very indiſtinctly, the Voice 
of a Man, and a Woman, who were talking to- 
gether. 

Abaut a Quarter of an Hout after, the amia- 
ble youg Laundreſs came again into my Cham- 
ber; and told me (with a Voice, which I could 
eaſily perceive, ſhe raiſed on purpoſe, for Reaſons 
beſt known to herſelf,) that her Mother was re- 
7 turned; that ſhe highly commended her, for ha- 
ving given me Refuge; and, that, had ſhe not 
been very much tired, ſhe would have done her- 

. ſelf the Honour, to have come in Perſon, and aſ- 
ſure me thereof; that, however, ſhe would not 
fail to do it, Bert Morning; and, in the mean 
while, was going to ſend me ſomething for my 
Supper: Having thus ſaid, my courteous Bene- 

| factreſs went away, without waiting for my 

| Anſwer. 

| As ſoon as ſhe had left me, and I had refleed 
| 

) 


a little on what had paſſed, I began to think this 
Behaviour, 
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Behaviour, in Perſons of ſuch mean Condition, 


doo obliging, and this ſecond Viſit, eſpecially, 


too remarkable, not to have ſome Myſtery con- 
cealed undtr it : I have ever been, naturally, of 
a ſuſpicious, and miſtruſtful "Temper ; and waz 
reſolved, if poſlible, to dive to the Bottom there- 
of ; not being able to believe, that all this Re- 
ſpect, could 2 from Compaſſion alone. 
Accordingly, IJ was juſt about to go out of my 
Chamber, to viſit theſe ſo uncommonly complai- 
fant Landladies, when my fair Protectreſs enter'd; 
bringing a Baſket, wherein was a fine Fowl, with 
the Reſt of the Things neceſſary, for laying the 
Cloth, and for Supper. | 
I took Notice, then, that ſhe looked melancho- 
ly and dejected ; which was very different, from 
what ſhe had appeared, at firſt : She ſet the Ta- 
ble, and placed all ready, without ſaying one 
Word ; and, whenever I ſpoke to her, ſhe an- 
{wered me very loud, and like one, who was a- 
fraid of being watched; I did not reflect upon 
this, however, that Minute; but, on the con- 
trary, aſked her ſeveral Queſtions, about her Mo- 
ther: which ſhe always interrupted, by ſaying; 
Pray, Sir, eat your Supper, whilſt the Fowl is bot; 
it will be cold, preſently; and, then, it is good for 
_ nothing. 1 
If you would bear me Company, anſwered], 
believe me, I ſhould ſup very heartily ; but, in 
the Trouble, and Agitation, I am now under, it 
is not likely I ſhould take any great Pleaſure, in 
eating alone. I will aſſure you, replied ſhe, low- 
_ ering her Voice, were it not for my Mother, who 
49, now waiting for me, I would not make ſuch 
Haſte. away from you: Farewel, if I can give 
Her the Slip, I will come again; I have Abun- 
dance of Things to tell you, I was juſt going to 


return 
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return her an Anſwer; Huſh! cried ſhe, in the 
ſame Tone; I have ſome Reaſons for ſaying no 
more at,prelent,. 1 

Let any one judge my Uneaſineſs, on hearing 
this Diſcourſe; it created a thouſand Suſpicions 
in me; Wherefore the Moment after ſhe went out 
of the Room, I followed her up Stairs; got to 
the Chamber-Door juſt as ſhe was ſhutting it; 
peeped through the Key-Hole, and ſaw the Mo- 
ther of the young Laundreſs at Table with a luſty _ 
Man of a good Mien, whoſe Hat was laced with 
Gold, and pulled down over his Eyes. 
They were talking together; I liſtened to their 
Diſcourſe ; and ſaw the Woman frequently make 
Signs to him to lower his Voice; but it was ſo 
ſtrong, and ſo ſonorous, that in vain did ſhe give 
him this Advice; it was ſtill to be heard very 
plainly. I | | 
It . worth the while, ſaid he to the old 
Woman, who undoubtedly was inviting him to 
go to Bed, I ſhall ſleep very well upon a Chair: 
The Weather is warm; Day breaks very early, 
the Bed is inticing, and I may forget myſelf when 
am once got there. Beſides, I have been fore- 
warned, that our Sharper of an Abbot is very © 
briſk and watchful; I am reſolved not to miſs 
him; I have had too ſtrict a Charge given me, 
upon that Head: And were it not for the Order 


T have received from the Gentleman, who cauſes 


him to be apprehended, to wait *till To-morrow, 


becauſe he will be preſent at his Seizure, it ſhould 


have been done already. 


U 


What ſignifies your tormenting yourſelf i, 


replied the curſed old Hag ; get you gone to Bed, 
I tell you; are you afraid of getting into it, be- 
cauſe it is Marianne's? She ſhall lie with me to 
Night: Fear nothing; the Bird ſhall not eſcape _ 
SDL: I. O . 
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ou; aſk my Daughter. He is quiet at preſent 
and has no Miſtruſt of any Thing; I durſt lay a 
Wager, he is now faſt aſleep; and Mas not the 

leaſt Suſpicion of the Misfortune that hangs over 
his Head. 


Why don't you anſwer, Marianne, continued 


the Mother, in an angry Tone? You have been 
a Witneſs to every Thing, anſwered the young 


Woman, with a feartul Air; I think I have play- 
ed pretty well the Part you have made me ad. 


What! replied the wicked old Bedlame, with an 


imperious Air, it was not pleaſing to you, I war- 
rant, you ſaucy young Slut you, was it? 


Don't chide the fair Marianne, I beg you, 


cried the Officer, (tor ſuch he was) interrupting 
her; ſhe is tender-hearted and compaſſionate : A 
Fig for her Compaſſion! it won't go to Market, 


reſumed the Mother; and Ten Louis d'Ors are a 
great deal better. Beſides, this Abbot is a Rogue; 

I had a Glimpſe of him, whilſt ſhe carried him 
his Supper; and, unleſs I am much miſtaken, he 
will play Abundance more ſuch Pranks, if he is 
let alone. 
Ae is very fortunate, in falling into the Hands of 


ſo good- natured a Gentleman, as he is, who cauſes 
him to be apprehended; any other would ſend 


him to the Gallows, and not to the Veſt-Indies. 


thought it then unneceſſary to liſten any longer; 
being ſufficiently informed what Favour I was 
likely to meet with; wherefore I haſtened back 
to my Chamber, fully determined to avoid, if poſ- 


E 


_ Gble, this new Misfortune. 


My firſt Thought was to ſteal down Stairs, and 


betake myſelf to Flight, if I ſhould find the 
Street-Door open; accordingly I did ſo; but it 
was dcuble-locked. My Caſe was very perplex- 
ing; which Way could I make my Eſcape ? And 


yet 


EN 

ret this was abſolutely neceſſary; for at Break of 
Day I was to be taken into ſafe Cuſtody. I racked 
my Brains, therefore, for ſome Expedient, but 
could not bethink me of any one that was practi- 
cable; mean while the Moments were very pre- 
cious, and I was under the moſt dreadtul Appre- 
henſions. | | | 

At laſt, growing deſperate, and not being able 
to pitch upon any better Shift, I had opened my” 
Caſement, tied the Sheets of my Bed together, 
made them faſt at one End to the Wood-work of 
the Window ; and without conſidering whether 
they were long enough for me to ſlide down by 
them into the Street, was going to put it to the 
Venture, when I heard my Chamber-Door open. 

believed myſelf gone, then, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, and had it not been for a cold Sweat, 
which ſeized me from Head to Foot that Minute, 
and chilled all the Blood in my Veins, ſhould have 
leaped directly out of the Window. But I began 
to breathe a little, when inſtead of the Officer, 1 
ſaw, by the Help of a Lamp ſhe had in her Hand, 


my good Angel, the young Laundreſs. Can the 


Sight of that amiable Sex inſpire us with Terror? 
Accordingly, my Mind grew compoſed on a ſud- 
den, it ſeemed as if ſome good News had been 
brought me; and I advanced to meet my Bene- 
factreſs, with a ſweet Serenity. 

How ! cried ſhe, ſtarting back two or three 
Steps, are not you in Bed yet? Alas! one would 
think you foreſaw the Misfortune with which you 


are threatened. I am apprized of every Thing, 


anſwered I; let us loſe no Time in vain Dit- 
courſe ; I know that I am to be apprehended, that 
your Mother is bribed; and that you have no 


Hand in it, 
| O 2 O Heavens | 


: „ : 
O Heavens! cried Marianne, who can have 
given you ſuch good Intelligence! That is not 


the Matter in Hand, replied I; you ſhall know 
that another Time; but is it poſſible to avoid the 
Snare they are preparing for me? Yes, ſaid ſhe, 


and I am come hither only for that Purpoſe, 
Don't be afraid of being ſurprized; all is faſt 


above; and not a Soul ſhall ſtir out without my 


Permiſſion. | 

I have alſo the Key of the Street Door; and 
conſequently you are at Liberty ; but, before you 
go, I have one Favour to beg of you. Name it, 


lovely Marianne, cried I, touched with the moſt 


lively Gratitude, am I ſo happy as to have it in 
my Power to oblige you! Do but commang 


me. OP 
Since I find you ſo ready to make me a ſuitable 


Return, I ſhall not be ſorry, ſaid ſhe, for what! 
am going to do; neither ſhall ! repine at the Vex- 


ation your Eſcape will cauſe me: ' Mind me, con- 


2 5 5 5 *tinued the, caſting down her Eyes, and bluſhing; 
I am beloved by the Son of a topping Vintner; 


but my Mother, who has a richer Match in View, 
and has perceived that I like this young Man, 
compelled me to write him Word a few Days 
ago, that I did not love him, neither muſt he 
think of me any more. How do tremble for 
fear the poor Lad ſhould die with Sorrow at the 


Reception of ſuch a Letter ! In the mean while I 


am to be married within two Days, to an old 


Man; and, which is yet worſe, to one who is 


hump-back'd ; judge you then of my Deſpair ! 
What adds ſtill more to my Misfortune, is, that 
my Mother, ſince ſhe forced me to ſend this No- 


| tice, has net ſuffered me to ſtir one Step without 


her: She is ſo very diſtruſtful, and apprehenſive of 


my giving the Vintner's Son Intelligence of this 


Conſpiracy 
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Conſpiracy againſt our Love; that ſhe does not 
allow me ſo much as to ſpeak to any one; and 
when I came laſt into your Chamber, ſhe was 
at the Door; but, when one's Heart is ſincerely 
affected, one finds the Means to ſurmount all 
Difficulties, 

In ſhort, I took my Reſolution at once; and 
Compaſſion, ſeconded by Love, inſpired me with 
the Thought, that, if | helped you to eſcape, you 
might deliver a Letter to my Lover, which I have 
taken Care to have ready written, in order to un- 
deceive him. For Heaven's Sake, then, convey 
it to him, if poſſible, directly; for, if he does not 


think of ſome Way to prevent this curſed Wed- 


ding, but I am obliged to loſe him for ever, I ſhall 
be miſerable all the Reſt of my Days. 55 

As much Complaiſance as I was in Gratitude 
bound to have for a Perſon to whom I was ſo 
greatly indebted, I could have wiſhed her Diſ- 
courſe had not been quite ſo prolix; a Minute on 
ſuch Occaſions is of the utmoſt Conſequence. At 
laſt, when ſhe had finiſhed her Inſtructions, I aſ- 
ſured her that, as ſoon as I was out of the Houſe, 


1 would perform all ſhe had enjoined with the 


greateſt Exactneſs; this did not hinder her, how- 
ever, from giving me the ſame Charge twenty 
Times ever, as we were going down the Stairs; 
nay, not ſatisfied therewith, ſhe obliged me to take 
a ſolemn Oath not to forget it. 

Not to ſtand upon Trifles (as I then thought 


them) I rapped out thirty or forty. Swingers! and, 


as ſoon as the Door was opened, betook myſelf to 
my Heels; having firſt adviſed her not to own 


| herſelf acceſſary to my Fiſcape, but ſay I had flid 


down out of the Window ; which would be the 
more eaſily credited, by the Sheets being left faſt- 


ened together on the Outſide, 


© 5 Having 


”4 
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Having got, then, ſafe into the Street, I made 
the beſt of my Way from that fatal Quarter; 
which done, my. firſt Care was to carry the Let- 
ter where it was directed. 'The Tavern had been 
ſo well deſcribed to me, that I found it out eaſily; 
but had no little Difficulty to get them to open it; 
becauſe it was Night. At laſt, however, by long 
knocking, I fetched down one of the Drawers, 


| who aſked me through the Door what I wanted. 


I anſwered I muſt abſolutely ſpeak to the Vintners 
Son about an Affair of Conſequence wherein he 
was very nearly concerned; and the young Man, 
being informed thereof, came to me immediately, 
I did not give him Time to aſk me any Queſti- 
ons, but told him my Buſineſs in a Moment; at 
which, being greatly overjoyed: Come again to 
me, 'To-morrow, ſaid he; for I have ſome Mea- 
ſures to keep at preſent, on Account of my Father; 
I muſt defer, therefore, *till another Time, my 
Thanks to, you for the agreeable News you have 
brought me. | e 
| We had no Leiſure given us for a more ample 
Converſation ; being diſturbed by the Voice of 
the young Man's Father, who was ſwearing like an 


Emperor, becauſe his Door was opened at ſuch an 


unſeaſonable Hour, We were obliged, therefore, 
to part ſuddenly ; though I was in H pes of being 
ſheltered there for the Remainder of the Night; 


but they did not give me Time to acquaint them 


with my Deſire ; the Door was clapped too haſti- 
ly, and poor I forced to proceed on my Way at a 
Venture, | | e | 
Not long after, as I was turning out of a Street, 
not far diſtant from the Vintner's, I heard the 
Watch coming towards me full Speed ; this put 


me again in a terrible Alarm; and, as I was going 


0 


1 1 A at. r e —— — 


E 


a ſtand -up againſt the Wall, in order to avoid 


them, I ran againſt a Coach that was waiting at 
the Corner. Hereupon, a ſudden Thought came 
into my Head to take Refuge therein, ?till thoſe 


Sons of Darkneſs ſhould be paſſed by; and, the 


Coachman being taking a Nap upon his Box, I 


ſtole into it, without waking him. No ſooner had 


I got there, but my Troubles the Day before, to- 
gether with the uneaſy Night I had ſpent without 
cloſing my Eyes, having quite exhauſted my Spi- 
rits, I fell into a profound Sleep. 

How long | might continue fb, I cannot tell ; 
but, I was ſtill enjoying the Sweets of a calm Re- 
poſe, and my Senſes were buried in the moſt pro- 
found Oblivion, when I felt Somebody pluck me 
roughly by the Sleeve, and ſtarted up ſuddenly 
out of my — It was then broad Day-Light, 
ſcarce could my Eyes bear the dazzling Luſtre of 
the Sun, when the ſame Perſon (whom I then per- 
ceived to be a Man in a genteel Habit) continuing 
ſtill to pull me, cried out; Will you be pleaſed to 
move, Mon. L'Abbe? You are deviliſh hard to be 


wak'd Sure you bave been taking Opium ! I have 


been ſbaking you above this half Hour, without being 
able to rouze you. 

A pretty Sort of a Whim, indeed, ſaid another 
Man, who was dreſſed in Scarlet, to take up his 
Lodging in bis Excellency's Coach | What the Pox 
could be mean by it? We ſhall know that preſently; 


anſwered he who bad waked me, as ſoon as this 


worthy Abbot has made bis Appearance before the 


Embaſſador. Having thus ſpoken, they deſired me 
to quit my new-faſhioned Bed- Chamber; and one 
of them conducted me into a large Hall, ' whilſt 
the other went into his Excellency, to acquaint 
him no doubt with my being there, ready to un- 
dergo his Examination, | 

| 'The 
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The Name of Monſ. De » which then 
ſtruck my Ears, ſet me all in a Trembling ; ; Iwas 
at the Embaſſador's, which made me ap- 
prehenſive of two Things; the one was, that he 


might imagine me to be a Spy, who had taken up 


my Poſt there, in order to obſerve what paſſed at 
his Houſe; but had been prevented, by falling 
aſleep; and might accordingly have me ſeverely 
chaſtiſed by his Servants; and the other, that he 
might ſend me to Monſ. De -, a very upright 
and rigorous Magiſtrate, to whoſe uncommon 
. Diſcernment, and Penetration, I was no Stran- 
ger, by Hear-ſay. 
In this Cafe, I had all the aka in he World 
(atter the Theft whereof I had been guilty) to ex- 
pect at leaſt to be ſent to the Gallies or Plantati- 


ons, for ſome Years; if I eſcaped fo eaſily in 
Conſideration of my Youth. I had not much 


Time, however, for making Reflections; for a 
Door opened ſoon after, and I was ordered to go 


in. 
The Embaſſador was alone; and his Counte- 
nance, which was full of Sweetneſs, and Affabili- 


ty, diſpelling my Fears, in a great Meaſure, I re- 
ſolved within myſelf to be ſincere, in hopes, he 


would not be acceſſary to my Ruin. I could not 
help approaching him, however, with ſome Awe, 


and Concern, notwithſtanding the Confidence 1 
had in his Goodneſs, | 
Aha ! Is it you, Monſ. L' Abbe, cryed he, 


without being able to forbear ſmiling ; by what 
Chance, I beſeech you, did you happen to be in 
my Coach ? This Adventure, certainly, muſt be 


ſomewhat merry and extraordinary; you don't 


ſeem likely, to offer to impoſe upon me; reach a 


Chair hither, continued he, ſpeaking * one of 


I had 


his ape: and leave us together. 


)))) T 


— 


_ * * 
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I had taken my Reſolution, as has been alrea- 
dy obſerved; accordingly, I told him my whole 
Story ingenuouſly, and without any Evaſions. 
Truth makes its own Way every where ; the Em- 
baſſador was pretty well ſatisfied it was io; being 


determined, however, to be fully convinced there- 


of, he rung a Bell ; and, a tall Gentleman, of 
an agreeable Countenance, entering the Room, 


write down, ſaid he, the Directions, where to 


find the Father of this young Spark; as alſo a 
Lady, whoſe Name he will tell you ; together 
with the principal Paſſages, he has juſt related; 
and, after having enquired well, into the Truth 


of every Thing, bring me an Account, of what 


you have been informed. I ſhall-be glad to know, 


whether the Whole is not a plauſible Cloak, to 


conceal ſome Myſtery. 


Addreſſing himſelf afterwards to me, he told 


me; if I had not attempted to deceive him, he 
would not do me any Injury ; but, I ſhould be at 


Liberty, to go whether. I pleaſed: He added, 
however, that, had I had to deal with any other, 
I ſhould have been delivered up, into the Hands 


of Juſtice ; that the Confeſſion, I had made to 
him, was very tickliſh ; that it would be in vain, 
to offer at excuſing myſelf, by the Ingratitude and 


villainous Character of the Scoundrel whom I had 


robbed ; and that it availed but little, to ſay he 


was a Thief himſelf ; that Pretence would not 


have ſkreened me from Puniſhment. 


In order, then, to render me more cautious, 
and circumſpect, for the future, he forewarned 


me, that one might eſcape for once ; but, that 
ſooner or later, vicious Courſes never failed, of 
meeting with their due Reward. He ſaid far- 
ther, that I ſeemed to him, not to be deſtitute of 


Wit; and that, after having enquired, into the 
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Truth of what I had related, he would add, to 


his other Favours, that, of retaining me in his 


Service, provided I had made myſelf worthy of it, 
by my Sincerity; but, that, in the mean while, 
his People: muſt be accountable to him, for my 


Forth-coming,. and 1 muſt be confined to my 


Chamber. 
Charmed with this favourable Concluſion, I 
threw myſelf at the Embaſſador's Feet, and deſi- 


red him myſelf to have me kept under Lock and 


Rey; ſo much was I afraid of falling again into 
the Hands of D' Oſlly, who would have been over- 
joyed, at this Opportunity, of getting rid of me. 


| His Excellency, then, delivered me over, into 


the Hands of a truſty Attendant; whom I follow- 
ed with Tranquillity enough, though he conduc- 
ted me into a Room, whoſe Windows were 


ſtrongly grated. Don't be uneafy-Monſ. L” Abbe, 
faid this Man, whoſe Looks were very engaging ; 
Fam going to ſee for ſomewhat for Breakfaſt; it 
will refreſh our Spirits; having thus premiſed, he 
went out of the Chamber, and locked the Door 


after him. 


1 had no Time, however, to make any long 


Reflections; my Keeper, whom I found, after- 
wards,'to be the Embaſlador's Secretary, returned 
attended with a Servant, who having laid the 
Cloth, and placed thereon a fine Neat's Tongue, 
a Couple of Manchets, and a Bottle of Wine and 
Glaſſes, withdrew, and left us alone together. 
Being then free from Reſtraint, come Mon. 
L” Abbe, cried the Secretary, let us breakfaſt, and 
become better acquainted, Glaſs in Hand : 1 liked 
the Propoſal very well; both becauſe I was hear- 
tily hungry, and becauſe my new Companion, had 
ſuch a winning Way with him, and ſuch an in- 
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ſinuating Air, that one could not help repoſing 
Confidence in him. | | 

We engaged then in Converſation; but, at 
firſt, talked only of Things indifferent; *till after- 
wards, the Diſcourſe turned, inſenſibly, upon my 
Adventures. Do you know, my Lad, cried the Se- 
cretary, that your Story is very diverting, and has 
made his Excellency laugh heartily? You will 
not fare the worſe for that, if you have not been 
concerned in any other ill Courſes, but thoſe, 
wherewith you have already acquainted him ; and 
eſpecially if you have told him the Truth; for 
there is no uſing Evaſions with him, 

If that be all, ſaid I, my Heart may be at Reſt; 
for, whether it was right or wrong ſo to do, Pl 
aſſure you I have confeſſed all; Alas! how-can 


one do otherwiſe, he is ſo very good and fo graci- 


ous ? He is indeed better than you would imagine, 
anſwered the Secretary; and I do not ſay this, 
meerly becauſe I belong to him, but becauſe eve- 
ry one gives him the ſame Character. Can you 


do me the Favour, Sir, added I, to tell me, how 


came to find myſelf to Day in his Palace; I 


have already informed you what induced me to - 
take Refuge in the Coach, not knowing it to be 


his Excellency's. You might pretty eaſily have 
gueſſed at it, replied the Secretary; however, I 
can give you that Satisfaction; at leaſt, I have no 
Orders to the contrary. - 

Monſ. Dufret, my Fellow-Secretary, in whom 


the Embaſſador repoſes Abundance of Confidence, 
happened-to be ſent laſt Night about Buſineſs in- 


to the Street where you found the Coach; it is 
ſomewhat ſurprizing he did not perceive your be- 
ing therein; but, he was ſo much fatigued, he fell 


aſleep in it, as well as you; and as he both got 


into 
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1 
into the Coach, and out of it, without a Lights he 
never ſaw you. 

This Morning, it being wanted again, and the 
Coachman opening one of the Doors, to ſee whe- 
ther all Things were in Order, was not a little ſur- 
- prized at finding you therein; thereupon, he gave 
Notice of it, to the Gentleman of the Horſe, who 
immediately acquainted his Excellency there- 
with; he commanded you to be brought before 
him; and you know what followed. 

Notwithſtandi ing 1 were, then, 
but in a precarious Condition, and I was yet in 
Suſpenſe about my Fate, I could not forbear 
laughing at this fingular Adventure; mean while 
we drank off our Bottle ; which being ſoon fol- 
lowed by another, put us in a good Humour; 
and I was not a little delighted with the Secretary, 
who was not only very entertaining Company, 
but, as I ſoon found, no Enemy to a chearful 
Glaſs and a plentitul Table. 

I quickly perceived, allo, that he loved dearly 
to be praiſed; accordingly, I was not ſparing of 
my Commendations, which made ſuch a great Im. 
preſſion on him, that, in order to convince me, [ 


Was not deceived in having a favourable Opinion 


of him, he gave me the enſuing Account of his 


Adventures. 


- 


1 
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CHAP. I. 


Thy remarkable 8 wy of the Embelſadors 8 Secreta- 
7. and Signora Meralini. 


; Have not always been in the ſame Condition, 
wherein on now behold me, Monl. L Abbe - 


but, as indifferent an Appearance as I may at pre- 


ſent make in your Eyes, I ſhould have been Maſ- 

ter of no inconſiderable Fortune, had I been leſs 

profuſe; and had not Death deprived me of a moſt 

auguſt Patron. My Name is Saint Onge; I am 

deſcended of no mean Family; and was in che Ar- 
my in my youthful Days. 

When I was about Twenty-two, my Father 
ſent me to Rome, in Hopes an Uncle of mine, 
who lived there, would get me into ſome Poſt 
under his Holineſs, a State of Life infinitely more 


gainful, and much leſs dangerous; in the mean 


while, I was like many others; that is, I did no- 
thing, excepting that I was a great Lover of Read- 
ing, with which I frequently diverted myſelf at 
the fine Villa di Parneze, which was my favourite 
Walk. 


I will not take up your Time i in deſcribing that 
delicious Seat; it is of little Importance to you, 


nor me neither ; beſides, every one has his parti- 
cular Talent, and it happens not to be mine either 
to make lively Deſcriptions, or amuſing Conver- 
ſations; we muſt leave that to Monſ. De——/; 


he ſucceeds therein to Admiration; and paints 


with ſo much Vivacity and Energy, that he can- 
not write two Pages, without ſurpriſing you with 


three Originals: Then, for Converſations, they 
* Vox. IE | P are 
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are his Maſterpiece; whether it freezes, or the 
Sun ſhines, he keeps you, without any Pity, two 
Hours in the Porch; which he does, nevertheleſs, 


with ſo much Delight to yourſelf, that every thing 


elſe is indifferent to you: But, to return from 


whence we have digreſled, | 
One Day, as I was reading, in a Grotto, in the 
Gardens of this terreſtrial Paradiſe, a young Lady 
came thither, and ſat down by me, with a Book 
in her Hand ; I made Room for her, and paid her 
my Reſpects; which having returned very grace- 
fully, ſhe applied herſelf to the Peruſal of her 
Book; though viſibly with Abundance of Diſ- 
traction, and Abſence of Thought. 

I could not help giving a Look from Time to 
Time, upon this my new Companion; and per- 


ceived ſome pearly Drops falling, now and then, 
don her beauteous Cheeks. This moved me to 


Compaſſion, and I could not forbear fighing ; our 
Eyes met that Inſtant ; ſhe bluſhed, and taking 
them off again, immediately, fixed them upon tne 
Ground. | | Li 0 
Would one think it poſſible, the Glances of 
that bewitching Sex, ſhould have fo much In- 
fluence upon one's Heart? That Moment, that 
ſingle Look decided the Fate of my Liberty, and 
rendered me abſolutely her Captive ; I ſaw divers 


Charms in that amiable afflicted One, which! 
had not obſerved before: A ſecond Sigh eſcaped 


me, and again ſhe eyed me; a powerful Sympa- 
thy exerted itſelf, and made a mutual Exchange 
of our Hearts. : 

At the firſt Look, Decency was predominant ; 
at the ſecond, Love was triumphant; her Eyes 
continued fixed upon mine; we gazed on each 


"I other a good while; and we mutually ſaid a thou- 


ſand tender Things, without ſpeaking one . 
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80 intent was ſhe on this dumb Language, that, 
in her Abſence of Thought, ſhe let her Book drop 
out of her Hands. | | 

Love always takes Advantage of every Thing; 
accordingly, 1 ſnatched it up, and preſented it to 
her very reſpectfully: Keep it, ſaid ſhe, and make 
an End of the Story you will find written there; 
J will be here again, in four Days, to receive it 
from you: Having thus ſpoken, ſhe went away, 
after having given me a Look which abſolutely in- 
ſlaved me, and rendered me the moſt amorous of 
Mankind. I followed her with my Eyes, till ſhe 
was quite out of Sight; which done, I entered 
again into the Grotto, and opened the Book with 
Precipitation. 58 

But, how great was my Surprize, when I had 
looked it over? it was a: Manuſcript, in a Wo- 
man's Hand; and was intituled, The UNHaPePpy 
AS CENDANT, PART |. The Table of the 
Contents was at the Beginning, and I have the Te- 
nor thereof too deeply engraven in my Memory, 
not to be able to give you a ſhort Account of it: 
In ſhort, it was Word tor Word, as follows. 


— 


T H E 
Unnarey AS CEN D ANT. 


PART I. 


CAP. I. Signora Meralini, Daugbter to a Ro- W 


man Knight, is betrothed, at twelve Years of 
Age to a Venetian Gentleman: He is aſſaſſinated by 
a Rival, the Evening before the Day appointed 
for bis Wedding | 
7 FCC 
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Cray. II. She rs married, at Thirteen, to a No- 
_ Blemanof Germany. He dies ſuddenly, as he is 
coming out of the Church, | 

Cray. III. n Franciſco de Figueroa, a no]: 
Spaniard, and Knight of the Order of St James, 
i ſent for, to be Huſband to Signora Meralini. 
The Veſſel on board of which he embarks is at- 

tacked by an Algerine Rover, and be dies bravely 
in the Defence of bis Liberty. | | | 
CAP IV Signor Meralini, her Father, being ter- 
riſied at the Misfortune that attends his Daugh- 
ter, carries her over with bim into Ungland; 
- where ſbe is married to a Man of Quality. A 
228 Entertainment is prepared on the Wed- 
ing Day, for the Celebration of that Solemnity ; 
at tbe End of which the Bridegroom goes into his 
Chamber, and ſhoots himſelf through the Head, 
; for meer Deſpair at baving engaged in the nuptial 
tate. | 
Cnae. V. She is put into a Convent, where the 
Brother of one of the Nuns falls deſperately in 
Love with her, and reſolves to have her ; but the 
young Lady's Father refuſes to give bis Conſent, 
. The Lover obtains her Leave, to carry ber off by 
Force. He ſcales the Walls of the Canvent, with 
this Deſign; but, unfortunately bis Foot ſlipping, 


bee falls down, and daſhes out his Brains. 


Char. VI. Signora Meralini comes out of the 
Nunnery ; and, being quite diſheartened at the 
very Thoughts of Marriage, refuſes all the 
Matches that are offered, and returns to Rome. 

Signor Caſcarini, Embaſſador of Venice, not- 

. evith/tanding all bis Friends adviſed bim to the 

contrary, and his Miſtreſs herſelf ſeemed infi- 

nitely to dread, and be averſe to, entering into 
any new Engagement, makes a Feſt of the Fatality 
ef her Aſcendant, and marries ber. A Picture 


** R 
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of Matrimony falls upon his Head, as he is going 
into the Bridal Chamber; be gets over this Acci- 
dent, believes he has ſurmounted the baleful Influ- 
ence of the Stars, and, for Foy thereat, gives a 
ſplendid Entertainment, as ſoon as be is recovered. 
In the Height of his Tranſports, be goes into a 
Balcony to throw out Money to the Populace ; the 
Balcony, which happens to be old, gives Way with 
bim; be falls into the Street; and is killed ſtone 
dead, without having ever conſummated bis 


Nuptials. 


Here ended the firſt Part of this fatal Manu- 
ſcript ; judge then, Mont. L' Abbe, my Surprize 
at the Peruſal thereof: I turned over the Leaf, 
and ſaw the Title changed to the — A 
cendant, with a Blank ſubſtituted inſtead of the 


Epithet Unhappy. 


The ASCENDAN T. 


PART. 


Cray. I. Signora Meralini takes a ſecond Time, 


the Reſolution to refuſe all the Matches that ſhall 
be offered. Reflections upon this Head. 


CAP. II. A Perſon famous for calculating Nati- 


vities arrives at Rome; ſhe goes to him: He 
aſſures ber, ſhe will certainly be married; but 
orewarns her, that, if ſhe would avoid the un- 
bappy Fate of dying by the Hands of her Huſband, 
ſhe muſt herſelf make the Advances to the firſt 
Gentleman to whom ſhe tokes a Liking, and de- 
clare ber Paſſion to him : Aſſuring ber, however, 
e : that 


— 
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tba if fhe takes this Precautions and the Gen- 
*" Heman conſents to ber Deſires, ſhe will enjoy a 
- Happineſs as durable as her Life. 
Cn AP. III. Signora Meralini meets a young Gen- 
fleman upon the Bridge of St. Angelo. The De- 
Feription of this Unknown. She bas him watched, 
and is informed that' he often takes a Walk to the 
. fineVilladi Farneze; ſbe falls in Love with him; 
but has not the Courage to declare her Paſſion, 
The uncommon N to which ſhe bas Re- 
courſe for the revealing it: Her Uneaſineſs on 
that Account. | 


* 


- > Here ended this extraordinary Manuſcript, and 
left me in an Aftoniſhment and Perplexity that 
cannot be expreſſed; after having conſidered, 
however, a little, I came at once to a Reſolution; 
BH and haftenmg Home with all Speed, ſubjoined the 

following Concluſion thereto. 


Cray. IV. Signora Meralini comes to the ſaid 

1 Villa di Farneze; ſbe meets there a Gentleman 
B named St. Onge, whoſe Circumſlatices are but in- 
2 different; and who, hy Reaſon of her fatal Ho- 
roſcope, dares not tell her that he thinks her ami- 

able. The young Lady is prepoſſeſſed in Favour of 

this Gentleman, and declares her Love to him, 

St. Onge ſuffers her to propoſe Matrimony to 

Him; be takes ber at her Word; is married to 

ber, and carries her into bis own Country, where 


they live per fetily happy. 


I filled up, then, the Blank left before the 
Word Ajſc-ndant, at the Head of the ſecond Part, 
with the | pithet Happy. F 
_ This done, I waited, with the utmoſt Impati- 
ence, for the 'Time, appointed by the fair we 
: | : Ini, 


% 


4 


lini, to meet me again; and, accordingly went 
to the atoreſaid Villa di Farneze, two Hours, 
ſooner than ordinary: Her Uneaſineſs, no Doubt, 
had been equal to mine; and I may even ſay 
greater, ſince ſhe was there before me. She ap- 
peared, then, to me, more dazzling than the Day; z 
and, had I not been reſtrained, by the ſo- often- 
experienced Rigour of her Nativity, ſhould have 
given myſelf up to all the Ardour of that Paſſion, - 
which her bright Eyes had inſpired ; but | had ſo 
much Power over my ſelt, as to refrain from it, 
on that Account. 

Accordingly, on my Entrance into the Grotto, 
] only paid her my Reſpects, as I would have 


done to any other: at which ſhe ſeemed greatly 


troubled ; I, then, preſented her the Manuſcript, 
with the ſame indifferent Air; at which, the 
was ſo diſordered, that ſhe ſcarce durſt open it. 
She trembled, at firſt, at the Sight of my 
Writing; by Degrees, her Looks grew fome- 
what more ſerene; and, when ſhe had read it 
through, her Joy was viſible, by the Tranſport, 
with which ſhe approached me, 

A modeſt Bluſh, which then overſpread her 
Countenance, through a Senſe of Decency, and 
Shamefacedneſs, at the Part ſhe was obliged to 
act, rendered her, in my Eyes, a Thouſand 
Times more charming, than ever; and I Was, 
at leaſt, as much diſordered as ſhe, when, accolt. - 
ing me, with a timorous Air; Sir, faid ſhe, I 
have not been able, to look on you, without love- 


ing you; I have no ſmall Fortune; will you per- 


mit me to ſhare it with you, by giving me your 
Hand ? 

Scarce had ſhe uttered theſe Words, ins. be- 
ing no longer reſtrained, by my Regard to the fa- 
tal Prediction, I roſe up eagerly, and, "" 

myſel 
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myſelf at her Feet, asked ner a Thouſand Pardons, i ' 
for the Part, had ſuffered her to act. What 
ſhall I fay farther, Monſieur L'Abbe? I conduQ- 


ed her Home; we found ſeveral] Obſtacles to the 
Publication of our Bans; ® the Uncle, of whom 
1 have told you belore, had Recourſe, to the 
Authority of his Holineſs, to prevent our Marriage. 

Enraged thereat, I threatened, to be myſelf the 
Author, of the Misfortune, which he was appre- 
henſive would befal me, through that Marriage, 
by ending my own Days. He knew me to be 
both paſſionate and reſolute ; being afraid, there- 
fore, of my giving Way to Deipair, and being 
as good as my Word, he cauſed the Obſtacles to be 
removed, and abandoned me to my Fate. 

The Ceremony, of our Wedding, was ſolem- 
nized, with the utmoſt Splendor ; the beforemen- 
tioned Misfortunes, which had attended all thoſe, 
5 who had run the Venture, had made the Public, 
# concern themſelves in the Iſſue of ours. All Rome 
3 were preſent thereat ; the Bride appeared with 

ſuch a Magnificence in her Dreſs, and ſuch a 
Satisfaction in her Countenance, as had never 
been obſerved, in her Marriages; this ſeemed an 
auſpicious Prefage, of the Proſperity, with 
which ours would be accompanied. That very 
Night, all the Streets, in the Neighbourhood, 
were full of People, who were expecting, every 
Moment to hear of my coming to ſome untimely 

Erd; but my Aſcendant proved the ſtrongeſt. 
Next Day I appeared, with infinite Joy in my 
Looks; and was obliged to ſhew myſelt publicly, 
to ſatisfy, the earneſt Deſire of the Populace, to 
ſee me. A general Acclamation aroſe, the Mo- 
In moſt Foreign Countries, Perſons of the great- 
eft Quality, are obliged to have the Bans publiſhed, 

It were to be wiſhed, it were ſo here. | 


1 165 ] 


ment they ſet Eyes on me; and the whole City 


ſeemed, to ſympathize with my Tranſports ; 
neither could I ever ſtir out, afterwards, without 
being attended with a Crowd of People. 

His Holineſs, likewiſe, in Conſideration of this 
Marriage, attach'd me to his Service; by giving 


me a conſiderable Employment in his Houſhold ; 


but, unfortunately for me, he died, within a little 
while after; and his Succeſſor not having the ſame 
Regard for me, my Fortune declined inſenſibly. 
In Effect, I had given too much Way to Pa- 
geantry; and, without troubling my Head about 
Futurity, had laviſhed, in vain Oftentation, the 
great Riches brought me by my Wife: Not being 
able to fubmit, therefore, to the Thoughts ot 
retrenching my Expences, and appearing, but in 
a middling Figure, ina City, where I was known 
both by Great and Small, I reſolved to leave Rome. 
Accordingly, taking Advantage, of the De- 
parture of a Nobleman, who was ſetting outfor 
France, my Spouſe andI accompanied him to Pa- 
ris ; and the Eſtate I had here, whereon I de- 
pended for my Subſiſtence, being loſt, by Misfor- 
tunes, it is needleſs to repeat, I was obliged to do 
ſomething, in order to our Support. I applyed 
myſelf, therefore, to the Embaſſador of to 
whom I had ſome Recommendations; he was 
pleaſed to ſymphathize with my Misfortunes, and, 
till he can provide better for me, has beſtowed on 
me the Employment I have now under him. 
In the mean while, his Excellency accompanies 
all his Commands, with ſo much Goodneſs and 
Diſtinction, and finds ſo many Opportunities to 
do me Service, that I don't at all bluſh at this 
Change in my Fortune, or my Dependence. We 
live contented, and at our Faſe ; my Buſineſs di- 
verts me at the ſame Time that it employs me; 
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my Spouſe is always obliging and amiable; and no- 
thing is capable of altering her Sentiments : I have 
had ſeveral Children, the Fruits of her 'Tender- 
neſs ; we have a conſiderable Fortune, in Expec- 
tation, from divers Quarters ; and, in the mean 
while, we ſpend our Days, in a (wet Harmony, 
and Tranquillity. 


REXEEEDERERERELEREL 
CHAP, m 


Bigand * is * from Confirement. The Tu 
that is ſet bim, as a Trial of his Abilities. 
The remarkable Adventure, and Combat, of an 
old bandy-legg*d Fellow with a vigorous young 

Gentleman : | 


8 ſoon as Saint Onge had concluded his re- 
markable Story, he roſe up, and went to 
diſcharge the Duties of his Employment : Three 


Days did I continue in Su'penſe as to my Fate; 


during which the Secretary, and his obliging 
Spoule, ſpent the Evening, and {upped with me, 
every Night. 


There was' no Need of beta prepoſſeſſed in 


her Favour, in order to induce me to think that 
Lady beautiful; for ſhe was indeed extremely 


_ _ -., amiable: In ſhort, could never have been tired, 
5 nor. never melancholy in the Company of this 


_- 'good-humoured Pair: neither was my Mind 

CY Jil uieted by any diſagreeable Fore-bodings. 

Ogg the fourth Day, Saint Onge entered my 
Room, about Eight in the Morning, with a ſmi- 

ling Countenance, which ſeemed to promiſe me 


Tome welcome News: Accordingly, well, Mon- 


. LAbbe, cried he, at laſt you are free; his 
| ner | 


] 
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Excellency orders you to haſten to him in his Clo- 
ſet; and I am. much miſtaken, if he does not 
think of ſomething for your Advantage; I ſhall 
not ſay any more to you. This Speech delighted 
me infinitely; wherefore, without loſing any 
Time, I flew to the Embaſſador's Appartment. 

As ſoon as he was at Leiſure, I was introduced 
into his Cloſet, and threw myſelf at his Feet ; but 
he made me get up immediately, and thus ac- 
coſted me: Your Sincerity has pleaſed me, Mon- 
ſieur L* Abbe; if you will promiſe me therefore to 
be diſcreet for the future, I will ſecure you from 
wanting, by giving you Bread. | 

You are cunning, ingenious, and inquiſitive ; 
which Qualities will ſuit me very well, provided 
they are attended with a prudent Behaviour. I. 
want one who may be able to procure me Intelli- 
gence of divers Things which nearly concern me; 
a Man never diſcharges any Office ſo well, as 
when it agrees with his Inclination ; I bethought 
me immediately, on hearing your Story, of what 
Service you was moſt capable: Conſider, whe- 
ther you are willing to devote yourſelf to my Ser- 
vice. 7 be 

Ah ! my Lord, cried I, being in Raptures, at 
a Favour ſo conformable to my Fancy, how 
greatly am I indebted to you ? and how fortunate 
for me was the Day when I had the Honour and 
Happineſs to be brought to your Excellency's? 
On ſaying this, I threw myſelt again at his Feet; 
but he raiſed me up very graciouſly, charging me 
to behave prudently, and with Difcretion : I have 
made an End of your Affair, purſued he, and you 
may appear again boldly ; but, in order tot 
whether you are able to ſerve me effectually, I de- 
ſire you would bring me an Account to what 
Means I have had recourſe to deliver you m_ 
© let tne 
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the Enemy who was in Purſuit of you; and 
J allow you three Days for the Performance of 
this. | 
Jou may now go back, continued he, to Saint 
Onge, I have already given him my Orders abort 
you, and have ſettled your Wages, which he is to 
pay you every Month. Having thus ſpoken, he 
made a Sign for me to withdraw, which I did ac- 
cordingly, rejoicing at my Heart, to find that 
this Affair was ſo happily terminated. | 
Never had any News, in my whole Life, been | 
| ſo agreeable to me, as this whereof | had juſt been 
informed ; I was ſo much tranſported thereat, that 
I could hardly contain myſelf. I haſtened to Saint 
Onge, and acquainted him therewith ; he congra- 
tulated me upon my good Fortune; and told me, 
he had Orders to pay me Fifty Livres a Month. 
I thought the Wages very handſome ; and ap- 
prized him of the 'Taſk enjoined me; whereupon 
he adviſed me to leave no Means uneſſayed to ſuc- 
ceed therein. Undoubtedly, continued he, his 
Excellency thinks it pretty difficult tio come at this 
Diſcovery, ſince he has pitched upon it as the 
_Touch-Stone, whereby to try your Abilities. 
No Matter for that, cried I, to Saint Onge, 1 
will warrant I will perform it to his Satisfaction, 
let it be never fo hard to be accompliſhed : Hav- 
ing thus ſaid, I haſtened directly to the Street 
de and took up my Standing in an Alley 
over againſt the Houſe of Madam de B „ that 
fair kind-hearted Lady, of whom ample Mention 
has been made in the former Part of my Adven- 
tures. 5 | „ 
Having placed myſelf there, I watched narrow- 
ly all that went in or came out of her Door; and 


particularly, whether D'O/illy or Bericurd entered 


therein; 
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therein; for my Suſpicion fell immediately 


them; and it will be ſeen hereafter that I had not 
judged amils. 3 
My Ex pectation, however, was vain; for I 
waited there till Six in the Evening, without bee 
ing able to meet with any Thing which could give 
me an Inſight into what I wanted. Hereupon, 


growing out of Patience, I addreſſed myſelf to a 


Vintner who uſed to ſerve Madame de B 
with Wine, and aſked him (not fearing to be 
known by him) as if I was juſt come out of the 


Country, whether that Lady was in Town. 


He told me, ſhe had not been ſeen, ever ſince 


the Misfortune that had happened to one Monſ. 


P' Oly, who paſſed for one of her Relations, and 
who had been taken into Cuſtody Four Days be- 
fore, at Six o' Clock in the Morning: it would be 
impoſſible to tell you the impreſſion this News 


made upon me; nevertheleſs, I did not 


rejoice thereat, -as much Reaſon as I thought 
I had 10 complain of his Cruelty and Ingrati- 
tade. | 

This Account not ſatisfying me entirely, I beg- 
ged the Vintner to inform me, whether, he did 
not know what was become of one-Bericard who 


waited upon that D*Ofilly. No Body better, an- 
ſwered he; and, calliag one of his Drawers, he 
ordered him to ſhew ie the Place where he 


uſually frequented, and to which they carried 
him Wine very often. The Servant went thither 
with me directly; telling me, at parting, it was 
up three Pair of Stairs; and adding with a malici- 
ous Sneer, that a good pretty brown Laſs lodged 


there, whom he believed not to be indifferent to 
honeſt Bericurd. ö | 


I took good Notice of the Houſe; which done, 
-F went directly to a Broker's, Where, with the 
Vor. I. 2 poor 


[ 0 —-¹ 

e Louis d'Or ] had left, I bought an old dirty 
PFrock, together with all the Implements belonging 
to a Shoe-Cleaner. Being thus equipped, ] 
haſtened to the Chamber which had been aſſigned 
me at the Embaſſador's, to put on my Diſguiſe; 
and, having greaſed my Hair, and ſmeared my 
Face all over, was transformed in a Moment in- 
to a compleat Member of the worthy Fraternity 
of Japanners of Shoes. 

” Thus metamorphoſed, I repaired to the Houle 
where l was to find Bericard; and, ſtealing up to 

the third Story, peeped through the Key-Hole, 
and ſaw my Gentleman at Table, with a young 
Woman who ſeemed to me tolerably handſome, 
I liſtened therefore attentively to their Diſcourſe, 
and ſoon overheard Bericard, as he thus beſpoke 
f the Lady of his Affections. | 

We muſt abſolutely ward off this Blow where- 

with he is threatened; (it was of D'O/illy, I found, 
he was talking) if he is ſent a Tranſport to the 
Plantations, we are utterly ruined: Never was 
Maſter ſo much a Benefactor to a Servant, as this 
of mine; in one Day, one gets more with him, 
than in a Year with another; he has the moſt 
ſurprizing Shifts and Stratagems that can be ima- 
gined. I cannot conceive by whoſe Means he was 
taken into Cuſtody ; nor who'ceuld be able to in- 
form his Father of the Place of his Abode, unleſs 
it be the Scoundrel who has robbed him: How- 
ever that be, continued he, it is abſolutely neceſ- 

ſary to ſave him. 
Ss You will find it very difficult, ſaid the young 
Woman; had not his Father intermeddled there- 
With, the Thing would be more practicable; 
why don't you endeavour to gain him over to your 
Side? I have already uſed my utmoſt Efforts to 


that Purpoſe, anſwered Bericard ; but he is inex- 
. orable þ | 


to him. 


Ein 

orable: He told me the Loſs of the laſt Sum of 
Money, ſtolen trom him by his Son, was the Oc- 
caſion of his lying three Months in Priſon, for 
Debt; and concluded with aſſuring me, he had 
made an Oath never to forgive him. | 

To my Comfort, I have another Stratagem- 
ready, purſued Bericard; I have gained over the 
Brother of Madame de B-—,. who is a Captain 
of Foot; we have drawn up Articles. for his enliſt- 
ing; and if we can but manage Matters ſo, as to- 
get them ſigned by my Maſter, neither Father, 
nor any one elſe, will have it in his Power to pre- 
vent his Enlargement. | 

If that be all, replied the young Woman, the 
Buſineſs will be ſoon done; one of my Uncles, is 
Turnkey of the. Priſon, where he is confined; and, 
in Caſe, he has him not, immediately, under his 
Cuſtody, by giving ſome Money, to his Brother- 
Turnkey, to drink, we may eailly get Admittance ' 


Taking this for granted, reſumed Bericard, 
here are the Articles, together with a Louis q Or; 
uſe your utmolſt-i.ndeavours, to get this Affair ac- 
compliſhed, as ſoon as poſſible ;! it will not bes» 
the worſe for ourſcives Some Noiſe I, ther, 
heard upon the Stair-Caſe, made me withdraw ; 
which I did, extreamly well pleafed, with this 
Diſcovery: = | 

Having thus, happily executed my Commiſſion, 
I returned to Saint Onge; and aſked him, whe- 
ther his Excellency was at Leiſure to be ſpoken 
with; he-adviſed me to wait till next Morning; 
the Buſineſs not being of ſufficient Conſequence, 
to interrupt him on that Account: I took down, 
therefore, all the Particulars, whereof I had been 
informed, in Writing; which done, I went out 


again, in the ſa me Dreſs, with Intent, to go in 


Q 2 Queſt 


Hin | 

Queſt of ſome other Adventure, which might 
_ convince” the Embaſſador of my Activity, and 
Vigilance. B 

As I was paſſing through the Street Larmina, 
I obſerved a little bandy-legged old Fellow, who 
walked along with great Precaution.; ſtopping a 
little, from Time to Time, and then mending his 
Pace: - Hereupon, I ſuſpected, he was upon ſome 
extraordinary, and important Deſign ; for which 
Reaſon I reſolved to follow him. He looked be- 
hind him, every now and then; but, as it began 
to grow dark, I ſecured myſelf, from his miſtruſt- 
ful Eyes, by keeping ſomewhat, continually, be- 
tween him and me, which concealed me, from 
his watchful Looks, and his Diſtruſt: At laſt, he 
ſtopt, in a Street that was no "Thorough-tare, 
where l ſaw him hide himſelf, behind a Door. 
Inthe mean while, the Night had entirely over- 
ſpread our Hemiſphere ; it was Moonſhine, indeed, 
but the thick Clouds over-ſhadowing it, and inter- 


cepting its Light, it was ſo gloomy, that it was 


impoſſible to diſtinguiſh Objects. This gave me 


the Courage, to approach, as near as poſſible, to. 


the Door, where I could hear ſome Perſons talking 
but ſo low, that it was not, without Difficulty, I 
could diſtinguiſh what was ſaid: This not ſuiting 
my inquiſitive Temper, I quitted my Station; 
and placed myſelf in ſuch a Manner, | loſt not 
one Word of the Diſcourſe. / 


- 'The- Defign is very bold and dangerous, ſaid a 


Voice; I am very much afraid, you will not come 


off with Honour; ſo many others have miſcarried 
in the Attempt, that you may, very probably, 
meet with the ſame Fate. I have taken ſuch good 
Meaſures, anſwered a ſecond Voice, that this 
Kill-Cow ſhall be very artful, very ſtrong. and 
very brave indeed, if he eſcapes me. As poorly 


«as 


. 
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as I ſtand, upon my Pedeſtals, the Danger does not 
terrify me; perhaps, had this Man- Slayer had me 
to deal with, at the Beginning, and I had been as 
well provided for him, as 1 am at preſent, he. 
would not have killed ſo many Perſons. - 

Certainly, continued he, who had begun the 
Diſcourſe, you don't know the Man; 1 am 
perfectly ſatisfied of your Bravery, and don't 
at all doubt, your'having laid your Scheme very 
well; but, do you conſider, that the . Adverſary, 
you are to cope with, is not only endued with ex- 
traordinary Courage, but is one . of infinite Ad- 
dreſs, and- Dexterity ; he has already been the 
Death of - thirty-two Perſons in ſingle Combat; 


and, in that Number, they reckon up ſeveral of 


the beſt Sword{men in France. | 

I know his Story, rejoined the other Voice, 
and have already been a Sufferer by him myſelf 
but was not then ſo much upon my Guard, nor 
ſo well prepared for him; in ſhort, I have made 
all the RefleQ1ons neceſſary, upon my Underta- 
king: But, huſh! Somebody is coming; get a- 
way; and remember what! have told you: Keep 


you cloſe by the Coach; as ſoon as you hear me 


engaged with him, make it come forward; and 


don't you trouble yourſelf, about the Reſt. 


Finding the Man was upon the move, I with- 


drew; and placed myſelf in a neighbouring 


Alley, from whence, I could be Witneſs to the 
Scene that was to follow, without Danger of be- 
ing ſeen myſelf. I had not waited long, before I 
heard a Noiſe, as of ſtruggling, and an Outcry, 
of Here, here; whereupon, I advanced a little ; 
and, creeping under a Hackney-Coach, ſaw, by 


the Help of a Dark-Lanthorn, the moſt extraor- 
dinary Combat, that can be imagined. 


. The 


[194] 

The old bandy-legged Fellow, had leaped a- 

bout the Neck“ of 4 ſuſty young Gentleman; 
who, though he uſed his utmoſt Efforts, to diſen- 
gage himſelf from him, could not prevent his 
clapping a Gag in his Mouth. The former had 
drawn his Sword; but Crook-Legs, giving him 
a Stab in the Shoulder, with a Poniard, obliged - 
him toletit drop ; however, ee tele his 
continuing to threaten him with the Poniard, he 
could never get the Advantage of him ſo far, as 
to faſten on him a Pair of Handcuffs, with which, 
he wanted to have manacled him. 
His Vanity, in not ſuffering any one to ſecond 
him, hindered him from compaſſing this his In- 
tent; and made him ſenſible, though too late, 
that the Thing was not ſo eaſy, as he had fan- 
cied; as alfo, that even thoſe Enterprizes, 
which are beſt contrived, prove, frequently, 
very different, when they come to be put in 
Execution, from what they were before ima- 
gined. 

In the mean while, the young Gentleman 
mawled Bandy-Legs terribly, with his Fiſt; and 
ſtruggled fo effeQually, that, at laſt, he Jooſeried | 
his Hold, and flung him to the Ground; but 
the curſed Crook- Legs fell like a Tennis-Ball; 
and, bounding up again, faſtened, a ſecond Time, 
about the Gentleman's Neck. 

The Reſpite he had gained, however, by the 
Fall of his crooked Adverſary, as ſhort as it was, 
had given him Time, to draw out a long pointed 
Knife; with which he ſtabbed the old Fellow 
twice, in the Back, ſo that he fell to the Ground, 
crying out horribly: The Gentleman then, 
ſnatching up his Sword, as nimbly as poſſible, 
with the other Hand, was about to make the 
| beſt of his * but the Watch, whom the 
| f Companion 


Lt ns J 
Companion of Pandy-Legs bad brought, by this 
Time, to the Field of Battle, ſeeing him in a 
little Confuſion, oppoſed his Paſlage, and changed 
the Face of Affairs. 
The Gentleman, however, was not, in. the 


leaſt, daunted; the Fear of being taken ſeemed 


to give him new Vigour ; he made Uſe of his Left- 
Hand, as readily as of his Right; and, falling upon 
the foremoſt, of thoſe who prevented his Flight, 
immediately laid two at his Feet, In the mean 


while, the Tumult, and Uproar, increaſed every 


Moment ; and, fooner or later, he muſt have 
fallen, under the Number of his Adver'aries ; 
but, ſome young Sparks, who were drinking, in 
a neighbouring Tavern, happening to look out 
at the Window, and bluſhing, to fee one Man, 
oppreſſed by a Multitude, ran out, Sword in 
Hand, to his Aſſiſtance : This unforeſeen Relief 
ſaved the Gentleman; who then got away from 
his Oppoſers, by the Help of the Darkneſs. 
Being hereby prevented, from diving to the 
Bottom of this fingular Adventure, * I withdrew 
from under the Coach, for tear of being cruſhed 
in Pieces; and, intermingling with the Crowd, 


faw Bandy-Legs taken up, weltring in his Blood, 


and, to all Appearance, lifeleſs. They put him 
into the Coach, in this Condition, without his 
being lamented by any one; ſeveral of the Peo- 
ple, who were preſent, happening to know him, 
and giving out, that he was not only a Spy, but 


one of the moſt dangerous of that Sort : Here- 


upon, the Populace, who, when they take an 
Averſion to any one, are always in Extreams, 
es have torn him in Fieces. had it not been 

e 


'® The Concluſion of ww" Story is in the Second 


Volume. 
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for the Watch, who guarded the Coach, and 
made it drive on. 

I followed the poor- wounded old Wretch, as 
did the Mob alſo, to the Priſon, whither the 
Watch conducted him; and, finding I could 
not get any farther Intelligence there, return- 
ed homewards, alone, reflecting upon what J 
had juſt ſeen; when another uncommon Adven- 
ture, ſoon obliterated, theſe ape Im- 
: preſſions. 


LALAEXEXLALIEFILNEXY 
CHAP. IV. 


Bigand meets an unaccountable Man, who is talks 


ing to bimſelf. His Soliloquy ; and Deſcription. 


The Stratagem, to which Bigand is forced to 


have Recourſe, in Order to prevail on bim, to. 


enter into Converſation, 


1 HAD not got far, on my "Way to the Em- 

baſſador's, when croſſing a Street, which led 
to his Houſe, I happened to overtake a Man, 
whom I obſerved to be alone; and was not a 


little ſurprized, to perceive he was talking with 


great Vehemence and Emotion. Looking about, 
on every Side, and not ſeeing a Soul near him, 
undoubtedly, ſaid I to myſelf, the poor Wretch 
is crack-brained ! What the Devil does he mean, 
by thus chattering to himſelf? Beyond Diſpute 
he muſt be madd 

F could not help liſtening, however, to his 
Diſcourſe : - in order to be convinced whether 


my Suſpicion was right; and ſoon found it ſo 


very particular, that I reſolved, not to loſe one 


Word of it: Lk I followed him 1 
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by Step; and had not gone far, before I plainly: 
overheard him, continuing his Soliloquy, in the 
following moſt extraordinary Manner. 


The Devil muſt certainly be in me, to trot- 


thus up and down the Streets every Night | Is 
« not it a horrible Thing, that, with a tolerable 
Share of good Senſe, and fo perfect a Hatred as 
I bear to all Mankind, I ſhould. yet ſtay in this 
« curſed City, where a Man cannot go two Steps 
© without meeting with ſomething to provoke 
« him! Very fine | Look there now ! What wants 
* that Chitty Face with his Noſe all a-wry? 
© What does the Coxcomb ftare at? Will he ne- 


© ver have eyed me enough, with his Peruke like 


© a Furze-Buſh? Good-lack! Have a Care of 
© thy Neck, do not ſtretch it out fo much, thou 
wilt break it elſe, with thy ſhrugged-up Shoul- 
« ders! | 
Ha! Whence bolted that Fellow? He 
« ſtamps and fumes; is not he juſt come from 
* loſing his Money? he knits his Brows — 
Why does he ſtop near that Shop? A 
© Plague take the Coaches; What! can not a 
© Man ſtir one Step, without being ſplaſhed with 
Dirt? Again! Have a Care there ! Theſe 
© Hackney Raſcals are very inſolent with their 
* half-ſtarved Jades. | 


” 


© Good again! Behold that Powder-Puff, 


© with his Flambeau, and his whining amoreus 
+ Look} I durſt lay a Wager, he is juſt come, 
from vowing an eternal Paſſion which he is far 
from feeling, to ſome prudiſh Coquet ; whilſt 
© ſhe, with a counterfeit Air of Modeſty, makes 
him repeat a double Entendre which ſhe proba- 


_ © bly underſtood when but Twelve Years old. — - 
O dear! O dear! Very fine, indeed! By my 
Holy Dame, that affected Dowdy is much in 
3 . Leh | - the: 
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© the right on't, to have two Flambeaux to light 
© her old-faſhioned Carcaſe that is ready to drop 
t into the Grave: What! without a Coach? [ 


© beg her Pardon, ſhe goes but juſt croſs the 
© Street. Merciful Heavens! What languiſh-- 
ing Eyes! What a preciſe Look! Take Care, 
© I beg you, that no-body touches her. March on 
© then, Abigail, tuck up your Clouts, — and 


© let Mr. Courtal paſs: Oh! pray don't eat me, 


© with your pert, ſhrivelled Look; your great 


Patch, ſtuck upon the Top of your Forehead, 


does not fright me, nor yet your long Toledo—- 
„What! I think the Puppy chatters! Go, 


© go, march along with your antiquated Garb. 
But hold! What comes here? A Burying! 
Ay, and a very ſtately one too! The Deceaſed: 
was rich undoubtedly ; he is much richer now, 
© however, for he wants for Nothing; would I. 
c were in his Place. Let us obſerve. the Mourn- 


ers a little; aha! I ſee one of them laughing 


c under his Handkerchief Hark you, Friend, you 
c know the Neighbourhood, without Diſpute; 


* ©: whoſe. Funeral is this? Is it a Woman or x 
Man, married or fingle, Widow or Widower, 


Old or Young? wn PR 
„Oh! *Tis a married Woman; a Merchant's 
Wife; Mrs. Such-a-one! Faith, if that is the 
© Caſe, no Wonder the Huſband does not weep 
much; it is very natural; ſhe ſpent all the Day 
cin oſtentatious Works of Charity, and all the 
Night in drinking Champagne: Above Forty 
© Thouſand Livres a Vear, do you ſay! She will 
© be a better Houſewife for the future. 

& Good lack-a-Day! What little -Hump- back 
61s this, who is ſo full of Affectation! My Stars! 


Hou polite, how ceremonious, and how fine the 


6. Spark.is. | What a miſhapen Lump it is! Ah! 


6-] beg 
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I beg thy Pardon, my Lord; didſt thou but hide 
« thy Hump, as much as thou diſplayeſt thy Hand, 
« becauſe it is white, and adorned with a fine Di- 
c amond, I ſhould not have ſeen one Defect in 


© thee: Go, march g, thou art bandy-legged 


to boot; Ah! that is too much; by thy ſul- 
© len, thoughtful Look, i believe thee to be both 
a Knave and an Impoſtor. But, are there 
any others now-a-days ?? 


Here I could not forbear laughing at the Vehe- 


mence with which this modern Reviver of the 
Se& of Cynicks raved to himſelf; upon which, 
obſerving that I had been liſtening to his extraor- 


dinary Soliloquy, he turned his Back upon me, in 


a Paſſion, and went into a Tavern, whither I fol- 
lowed him : His humorous Diſcourſe having di- 


verted me too much, for me to loſe Sight of him, 


ſo ſoon. | 
I entered, therefore, into the ſame Room with 


him; and placed myſelf at a little Table, not far 
from that where he ſat, leaning upon both El- 
bows, and ſupporting his Head, with his Hands. 


He ſtampt frequently, with his Feet; which pro- 


ceeded, no Doubt, from his Impatience at not be- 


ing waited on ſoon enough; by Chance he caſt his 


Eyes upon me; but took them off again in a Mo- 
ment, with an angry Look, being diſpleaſed, un- 
doubtedly, at findinghimſelf ſo near a Man who 
had the Air of a Beggar; and, I dare ſwear, he 
did not ſpare me, at that Time, a Jot more than 
the reſt. 1 | 
Whilſt he was muttering to himſelf, I viewed 
him narrowly, from Head to Foot; and his Per- 
ſon ſeemed to me as extraordinary as his Behavi- 
our, He appeared to be about fiity Years of 
Age, by the Wrinkles on one Side of his Face; 


but, which ſurprized me vaſtly, upon 2 
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the othef, one ſhould not have judged him to he 
above Half ſo much; undoubtedly, thinks I, he 
has uſed the wrinkled Side more than the other 
x His Eyes, which were large, and ſhewed a great 
deal of the White, gave him an angry and chole- 
rick Look. His Brows, which were thick, and 
"ſhaped like an &, lorded it upon a Forehead of in 
amazing Height, which one might have compa- 
red to a Heath; ſo greatly was it disfigured with 
Warts, Hair, and Scars. 1 

His Peruque, which was as black as Jt, 
*and had n been in buckle, though there 
were then no Curls remaining, did not cover 
'above half his Noddle; and the Dirtineſs of the 
 Cawl, had rendered it fo ſmooth, and apt to 
ſlip about, that he could not move his Head in 
the leaſt, but this Scare-Crow of a Wig, would 
be all on one Side, and turned about like a Whir- 
ligig; which contributed, not a little, toward 

giving an Air of Diſtraction, to every Thing he 
ſaid or did. 25 „%% SRL I Oe Eh 

As for his Noſe, one could fearce ſee any one 

he had, it was fo very flat; and, had it not been 
for two Noſtrils, of a prodigious Size, wherein 
numberleſs Hairs, beſmear'd with Snuff, appear- 
ed as thick, as Trees in a Grove, one might have 
taken it for the Shadow of his Eye-Brows. 
His Mouth was ſet off with two enormous Lips, 
ſo very dry, and parched up, by his Earneſtneſs 
in Diſcourſe, that the Skin was become livid, 
and peeled off: Then, for his Chin, that was 
more extraordinary than all the reſt; for, it was 
ſpeckled all over with white, and red; ind as 
Thining, as if it had been Juſt taken out, 
of a Barrel of Oil: To fum up all, his Neck 
Was very rough, and as long as a Crane's ;*and, 
beſides this, it was made in ſuch a manner, Jour 
7 | is 
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his Head turned upon it, with as much caſe, as 
it it had been placed upon a Spindle. 

As for his Cloaths, they were of a Buff-Colour, 
and pretty handſome, but with Buttons as big as 
Turnips ; as for his Sword, it was but ſhort ; to 
make Amends, however, the Hilt might have 
vyed, for Largeneſs, with the moſt enormous, in 
the Swiſs Cantons. 

What pleaſed me yet more, in my Survey of 
this extraordinary Mortal, was his Snuff-Box : It 
was a perfect Kettle-Drum, and of a very ſhining 
Metal; inſomuch, that it might have paſſed for 
Gold, had it been in more decent Hands. In 
ſhort, it was of a monſtrous Size; but, no Won- 
der; for he took Snuff with ſuch a Guſt, that 
he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, as if to give 
Thanks, for ſo great a Bleſſing; and, before he 
took each Pinch, he would hawk, and fpit, for 
ſeveral Minutes : Nay, he had brought his Or- 


gans ſo much under SubjeQtion, that he had found 
the Way to ſpit, and blow his Noſe, both at 


At laſt, the Wine came; but not without his 


ſtorming for having waited ſo long: The Draw- 
er made Abundance of Apologies ; but he had to 
deal with a Man, who would not eaſily be put off 
with Excuſes ; accordingly he raved, for Half an 


Hour together about the Glaſs, which he com- 


plained, was not well enough rinched : Let us 
ſee your Hands, Sirrah, cryed he, I durſt lay a 
Wager, they have not been waſhed this Week; 
a Plague take the dirty Raſcal. 


Pardon me, Sir, anſwered the Drawer, though + 


I were not diſpoſed to waſh them, of my own In- 
clination, I am obliged to be dabling, ſo often, 
in Water, to rince the Glaſſes, that Call 
you this rincing, cryed this eternal Fault-finder, 

Vo. I. R interrupting 
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; interrupting him, in a Paſſion; and theſe Spots 


too, continued he, holding up the Glaſs! But, 
* anſwered the Drawer, don't you fee, plain- 


by that they are Flaws in the Glaſs? You area 
u 


cy Jackanapes, replyed old Surly, haſtily; and, 
which is yet worſe, you are a ſcurvy Jeſter; be 
gone, and leave me to myſelf. 

Had I not had the Deſign, to enter into Conver- 
ſation, with this Original of a Man, this Succeſ- 
for. of Timon's, I ſhould have burſt into a Laugh- 
ter; but, on that Account, I refrained, though 
not without great Difficulty : For that Matter, 
Sir, cryed I, you are much in the Right on't, one 
cannot be worſe ſerved, than one is, at preſent, 
in all theſe Taverns. 

I imagined, this my Aſſent, to what he had 
been ſaying, would procure me an Anſwer ; but! 
had to do with a Man, who would not, ſo eaſily, 
become acquainted with any one; Accordingly, 
he only gave me a ſcornful Look, took up his 
Bottle and Glaſs, and removed with them to one 
of the Corners of the Room: I was nettled at this 
Procedure; ; and, the more averſe he feemed to 
engage in Diſcourſe with me, the more was I re- 
ſolved to accompliſh my Deſign. _ 

After confidering, therefore, a few Moments 
| how to bring it about, ] rightly judged there 
could be no better Way, than to pretend mylelf 
infected with the ſame Kind of Extravagance as 
he was. Accordingly, I began to mutter between 
my Teeth ; whereupon, he immediately leaned 
| his Head forwards, and ſeemed to nibble at the 
Bait; I then ſpoke out diſtinctly, and, in an im- 
patient Tone, geen him with the following 
odd Soliloquy. 

How miſerable is the Wretch that is poor | 
he is ſure to de deſpiſed, by the whole Wes 
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Were I in affluent Circumſtances, or could I find 


a Purſe with a Hundred Louis 4 Ors therein, when 
[ got out of this Tavern, the Caſe would be ſtrange- 
ly altered with me. I run direAly to a Broker's, 
and buy a Suit of laced Cloaths ; from thence, L 
proceed to a Gaming-Houſe ; Make way there, 
ſays I, advancing boldly to the Table, and throw- 
ing down Twenty Piſtoles thereon. - | 

All Eyes are fixed upon me, at this Sight, 
Zooks, cries one, this is ſomething like a Player! 
Let us obſerve ! Every one is on '[ip-toe, to {ee 
my Chance ; I win; a thouſand Compliments. 
are made me, by thoſe not concerned in the Calt ; 
| refuſe to take up my Money, and ſtake the 
whole again; this Imprudence is extolled; For- 


tune concurs luckily with my Want of Con- 
duct; I break all the Gameſters ; and carry off 


Five hundred Piſtoles. | 

Hereupon, the Supporters of the Hazard 
Table tender me their Service; one deſires my 
Company to Supper, another offers me his Coach, 
to carry me Home: J continue playing, for ſe- 
veral Days following, with the ſame Good-Luck; 
here comes the Prince of Gameſters, cry they, 
as ſoon as I appear: all run to meet me, with 
2 Smile, and officiouſty ſtrive, to anticipate all 
my Wiſhes. Is it hot, they offer me Refreſh- 
ments! Is it cold, they give me the beſt Place 


next the Fire! Till Company comes in, they. 


divert me with all the Intrigues, and Scandal of 
the Town ; one invites me, with a Whiſper, to 
throw at his Money; another beats about the 
Buſh ; boaſts of his great Riches in Expectation; 
and talks of his former Afffuence; but concludes, 
with telling me, that his Ill-Luck had quite 
ſtript him of all; and intreating me, to Jend him 
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Four Piſtoles- 


With all my Heart, Sir, there 
they are at your Service———You need but 
ſpeak —— _ | 


My Generoſity is now cried up; and Twenty 
Suppers are offcred me, as I am going away 
from the 'Table, where I have doubled my Mo- 
ney : The Streets are dangerous, Jet us ſee you 
Home. I pitch upon ore whole Lock, pleaſe 
me beſt; I will ſup with you to Night, Sir, 
ſays | ; Ah Sir, you do me too much 
Honour. | ; 
| Scarce am 1 got within Doors, but my Name 
is ſounded, with Traniport; here is Mr. ſuch 
a one, cries my Introducer, with an Emphaſis, 
At this Word, ſevcral Ladies 1iſe up, one of 
them in particular, is very handſome, the reſt 
tolerable; I make my Addreſles to the former ; 
every Syllable carries Perſuaſion with it ; every 
Thing I ſay, is received with a Smile; I am 
treated with the greateſt Complaiſance ; and my 
Merit, which conſiſts only in my laced Cloaths, 
and well-lined Pockets, is diſplayed to the greateſt 
Advantage. | 5 

The Maſter of the Houſe, obſerves my having 
ſingled out, the prettieſt of the Ladies, and talks 
loud, that he may put no Conſtraint upon my 
Converſation; by Degrees the Talk becomes 
general; it is a Thouſand Pities, that with all my 
fine Qualities I don't marry ; I ſhould make any 
Woman happy. V | 
I anſwer very complaiſantly, that I will think 
upon it; J begin to be tired of a ſingle Life: 
Every Body approves of this Diſcourſe, and ap- 
plauds my Sentiments ; all Eyes are turned upon 
the young Lady, to whom I firſt addreſſed my- 
{elf ; ſhe is a Relation; they intereſt themſelves 


E | | 
in her Behalf. I add, that, in Spite of my hav- 


ing always been averſe to Matrimony, it ſuch a 


charming Creature as this Lady were propoſed, I 


do not know, whether my Mind would not foon 
be changed. + 

The young Beauty bridles up at this Declara- 
tion; if it is not ſincere, it is at leaft obliging; all 
this is ſaid at the Deſert; the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, who is her Aunt, or pretends ſo to be, 
jogs her Niece, with her Knee, under the Table, 
and gives her a ſignificant Look; which is as 
much as to ſay expreſsly; Sit upright, Couſin, 
and endeavour to gain the Heart of this rich Gen- 
tleman, he will be a good Match for you, 

Supper being over, every one feigns an Errand 
out of the Room, as it about ſome Buſineſs, and I 
am left alone with the young Lady: I fall on my 

Knees before her, and {queeze her by the Hand; 

ſhe does not offer to reſiſt, but juſt as much as ab- 
ſolute Decency requires ; beſides, ſhe muſt make 
ſure of me; L utter a hundred Impertinencies ; but 
whether I talk to the Purpoſe or not; it matters 
not a Farthing, my agreeable Converſation, and 
ready Wit, is cried up. | 

The Company returns; it grows late; the 
youg Lady and her Mother, who are but Viſitors, 
muſt be going Home; I take Advantage of that 
Opportunity; I will ſet you down, Ladies; my 
Coach is but at the Door; though it is hired but 
by the Week, they are ſo much prepoſſeſſed in 
my Favour, they ſuppoſe it mine; I carry them 
to their Houſe, on Pretence of Good-Manners, 
and hand them into their own Apartment ; I have 
my own Views therein, I have a Mind to fee 
whether they live in any Figure. 

_ Good Night, my Lord Marquis, ſay they, (for 

J have long been honoured with that Title; the 
| R 3 Affluence 


T0 1 | 
Afﬀuence of my Purſe being allowed as a ſufficient 
Proof of my Nobility) ſhall we ſee you ſoon 
again ? Don't ſtand for Compliments ; but come 
and foul a Plate, without Ceremony: I promiſe 
it, and return Home, perſectly ſatisfied. 
As ſoon as | am in Bed, I begin to conſider : 1 
Have no Eſtate but what comes by Play ; Fortune 
is a great Jilt; it is dangerous truſting her too far; 
one ill Run may undo me; it has been inſinuated 
to me arttully, that the young Lady is a good 
Match ; ſhe has Four thouſand Livres a Year, 
that will ſecure me a handſome Maintenance; I 
have a confiderable Sum in ready Money ; why 
ſhould not I make an End of this Affair as ſoon as 
Poſlible ? | 

Having thus concluded within myſelf, J ſend 
- next Morning to the officious Friend, at whoſe 
Houſe I had met her, and deſire his Company at 
Breakfaſt? he flies at my Invitation ; ! take Care, 
However, not to ſpeak at firſt of my Deſign. The 
Converſation turns upon indifferent Things; 
whatever I ſay, is received with Approbation, and 
my Judgment is applauded ; at laſt the Diſcourſe 
turns upon the Hardneſs of the Times; Money 
is very ſcarce, ſays |; a hundred deſerving Per- 
ſons are in Want; how ſorry am J for it, Heaven 
knows | Why am not J acquainted with them? I 
would ſpare them the Shame of aſking: My 
.- obliging Friend is filent ; ſeems in a deep Study; 
andiighs | 


Butt are you unfortunately in this Caſe, Sir, con- 


tinue I? What! you don't ſay a Word! you 
turn away your Eyes! Ah! it is a Sign you dont 
know me! I run to my Cloſet, and return with 
x Rouleau of a Hundred Pieces; here they are at 
your Service, I lend them you——Abundance of 

5 | Thanks 


— 1 


may, perhaps, wear off 
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Thanks are at the Tongue's Ed Nets 


Syllable I beſeech you You do but banter me 


let me hear no more of it- 


Man's Brain; the Gold, however, finds the 
Way into his Pocket, where the Hand that has 
placed it there, tells it over ſecretly, with Plea- 
jure ; his Satisfaction is viſible in his Counte- 
nance ; again he offers to return me Thanks—. 
Ah! not a Word of that let us talk of your 
beauteous Couſin ; do you know that ſhe is ex- 


tremely handſome ? 1 ſhould be overjoyed to ſee 


her again — Ah! Sir, you do her infinite Ho- 
nour! It is true, ſhe is a Perſon of ſtrict Virtue; 
and, which is more, ſhe is a conſiderable Fortune 
A Fortune! what do I care for that! if the 
Fancy ſhould take me in the Head, that would be 
one of the laſt Things I ſhould regard. 

But ſuppoſing, for once, I ſhould have a Mind 
to marry her (this I add with a bantering Air) I 
warrant ſhe would not have me? Oh! dear 
Sir! how can you ſay jo! Alas! ſhe will never 
be fo happy, to have ſuch a Thought enter your 
Imagination; but, were that to come to paſs, I 
can anſwer for it, the Buſineſs ſhould be ſoon 
done. 

Well, well, we will conſider about it; I don't 
reject the Offer; you may ſee whether ſhe i is diſ- 
poſed to take Advantage of an Inclination, which 
— How tranſported 
am l, at being honoured with this Commiſſion ! 
Before Twenty-four Hours are expired, you 
_ expect me again, with a favourable An: 

er. 

Go your Ways, os I laughing, but remem- 
ber, continues I, -I tell you beforehand, I am 
worth Nothing; | am not rich Well, well, 

that 


The Hundred Pieces have quite turned the 
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that is a good Jeſt, cries my excellent Friend, ta- 
king his Leave; my Conſin will be contented with 
your good Mien; and having thus ſpoken, away 


he goes. ; A 
Next Morning, he is ſure not to fail coming, 


and inviting me to Dinner: What a Deluge of 


Compliments! what Profeſſions of Friendſhip ! 
The Mother is juſt ready to run into my Mouth, 
and the Daughter can hardly contain herſelf for 
oy ; the Marriage Articles are drawn; Dinner 
is over ; I ſettle a Hundred Thouſand Livres upon 
my future Spouſe ; more Compliments upon that 
Head; I clap Fifty Pieces into the Hands of the 
Lawyer, who is ready to leap out of his Skin—I 
congratulate you, Madam, upon your approach- 
ing Happineſs, ſays he, to my intended Conſort; 
this is what one may call a Huſband indeed; 
Come ſign the Writings; we do ſo; and, this 
done, we fart. : 3 
In the mean while, I have left off going to the 
Hazard Table for ſeveral Days: There muſt be 
Jewels, fine Cloaths, and a handſome Equipage; 
my Purſe will never hold out for all theſe Expen- 
ces; let us away again to the Gaming-Houle, 
Fortune will ſtand my Friend as uſual. Away go 


T to the Table; what Acclamations! Here he 


very one officiouſly offers me his Service with a 
houſand Careſſes and Compliments. Have you 


Fry cry they, with an unanimous. Voice! 


been indiſpoſed, Sir? No. Oh! we ſhall have 
ſomething like Play, now, cries a giddy-brain- 


ed Wretch; here has been but miſerable Pid- 


dling, during the Abſence of the Marquis. 


I ͤ advance; Room is made for me; a Hundred 
Piſtoles a Throw, or I am gone: I toſs them 


down upon the Table; all Eyes are fixed upon 


me 


8 
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me, at this pleaſing Sight, and an agreeable Mur- 
mur is heard throughout the Room. I ſet you 
your Hundred Piſtoles, cries a Commiſſioner of 
the Revenues, with a gay, chearful Air: Mean 
while what a Searching of Pockets ! W hat ſecret 


Reckonings ! And what clandeſtine Deſigns are 


there formed under the Pretence of Friendſhip to 
undo me 

Do! loſe? What a Pleaſure! Every one does 
his own Buſineſs, and ruins mine. A Hundred 


Pieces more; they are ſoon loſt, and ſoon paid at 


which the Joy of the Company redoubles. I ſet 


you two Hundred Piſtoles ; they are gone in an In- 


ſtant: Three Hundred, the ſame Three 
Hundred, good Heavens! Well it is charming, 


cries a little piddling Wretch, who, for his miſe- 


rable Crown, ſtuns every Soul with his Noiſe. 


What loſt | all loſt! merciful Stars! 


The whole Evening is ſpent with the fame Ill- 
Luck: At laſt, being quite ſtript, I begin to re- 
fle&t upon my Folly, and am ſeized with the 
Palpitation of the Heart: Every one is delighted 
with the Play; and one may hear the Chinking 
of Money, with Expreſſions of the greateſt Satiſ- 
ſation, in every Corner of the Room. For that 
Matter, ſays an impertinent Coxcomb who had 
enriched himſelf with my Spoils, with an Air of 
Friendſhip, you have played with the moſt unparal- 
lelled IIl-Luck; Pho! you do not know the Mar- 
quis, Cries 3 you ſhall ſee him loſe as 
much more, without the leaſt Concern. | 

Mean while, I am ready to burſt with Mad- 
neſs, at the Impertinence of theſe Puppies. All 
this Time, with all theſe fine Speeches, though 
they find I do not ſay a Word of having my Re- 
venge, and ſee all my Money is gone, not one of 
them comes, and tells me, here are a Hundred 

ö Pieces 


Ea 1] | 
Pieces to ſet you up again: Me, who have lent 
many of them as much, above Twenty Times, on 


dhe like Occaſion! | 


Well, away I go; they know I am quite 
ftript ; there is no Fear, of their offering to con- 
duct me Home; they ſee plainly, I have nothing 
to apprehend from Thieves. I leave the Ga- 
e abr in Deſpair; to add to my Misfortune, 
my Coach cannot be found, a curfed Hackney ap- 
pears, I get therein; another Mortification! not 
a Sous in my Pocket to pay the Coachman, when 
I come Home; forced to borrow Half-a-Crown 
of one of my Servants! _ | 
As ſoon as I get within Doors, I lay hold on all 
my Plate, Jewels and Cloaths, and away I go to 
ſell them; Mortification upon Mortification; 
They are ſtopt; the unſeaſonable Hour cauſes 
Suſpicion of their being ſtolen: I muſt find 
Somebody to appear for my Character; other- 
wiſe, I ſhall neither have Money, nor my Things 
again; I have Recourſe, like a Fool, to my. very 
rood Friend above-mentioned, the Couſin's Re- 
| 3 He riſes up, before I ſpeak, and makes a 
thouſand Offers ot Service; I inform him, yet 
more like a Fool, what has befallen me; and 
add, that, as he is well known, want him to an- 
ſwer for my Reputation; with all my Heart, 
| cries he, with a thoughtful Air, let us go to the 
Broker's; we do ſo, and I. ſell my Things for 
Half their Value. | | 
Thus recruited, I return to the Hazard- Table; 
they ſhout as foon as they ſet Eyes on me; they 
judge I am going to play again; and reckon, that 
the ſame Ill-Luck will attend me; wherein they 
are not miſtaken. | „ 
Being ſtript a ſecond Time of all, I turn about 
to my pretended Friend, to whom J had lent the 
. | Hunc red 


1 

Hundred Piſtoles, and deſire only Fifty; he draws 
out Twenty, without making me any Anſwer; 
though I could ſee plainly at the firſt Run of my 
Ill Luck, he had taken Advantage thereof, as 
well as the Reſt, and had enriched himſelf by my 
Ruin: I loſe theſe as well as the reſt; and I look 
about again for my Gentleman, to "deſire ſome 
more; but he is gone: I loſe the Title of a fine 
Gametter, which J had ſo dearly bought, and fall 
a ſtorming, thundering, and raving, to my- 
ſelf; © -- 

The Day ſucceeds to this unfortunate Night, I 
run to my intended Spouſe; ſhe is already ac- 
quainted with my being undone, and will hardly 
deign to look upon me; I come too early, it 1s 
being wanting in ReipeRt to the Ladies: Next 
Morning 1 am given to underſtand that my Mar- 
.riage is broken off; I haſten to her again; I fly 
thither to make up Matters; the Door is ſhut 
againſt me; ſhe is gone into the Country. O Tem- 
poral O Mores ! Having thus ſaid, I gave the 
Table a Kick, and overthrew it with an Air of 
the deepeſt Deſpair. 

Hereupon, my Original of a Companion, wits 
had liſtened, with the moſt ſingular Attention, to 
my aſtoniſhing Diſcourſe, turning about to me, 
on a ſudden ; ls is poſſible, cryed he, viewing me 
narrowly from Head to Foot, that a Man, who, 
but a tew Days ago kept a Coach, ſhould now 
be reduced to blacking Shoes ? O adverſe For- 
tune, theſe are ſome of thy Caprices! Come, 
Sir, have a good Heart, purſued he, come, and 
partake of a Glaſs, with me; as much an Ene- 
my, as I am to all Mankind, your Looks, and 
your Misfortunes, have prepoſſeſſed me in your 
Favour : Draw near, I tell you, continued he, 
finding I ſeemed to make a Difficulty of ſo —_ ; 

can 
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I can prove to you, 'that I am yet more unhappy 
than yourſelt ; though I am in a quite different 
Condition, in other Reſpects; come hither, I 
will tell you my Story. 
I thanked my new Acquaintance 4 his kind 


Offer; heartily overjoyed, that I had brought 


him to that very Point, where I wanted him: 

He was ſo prodigiouſly altered in his Behaviour, 

that, inſtead of being ſo rough, and moroſe, as! 

had thought him before, I found him perfectly 

ci vil and obliging ; we drank two or three Glaſ- 
Fes ; he ſeemed to ſtudy for a few Moments; af- 

ter which he broke Silence, as will be ſeen in 
the enſuing Chapter. 


N. W . L & W). 
CHAP: IL 


The Surpriſing Story, of the Italian e and 


 Philsſopher, Rametzi. 


1 Was born at the famous City of Venice; ; and 
my Father was the celebrated Raymund Lullyæ, 
whoſe proiound Writings, yet extant among us, 
ſufficiently demonſtrate the Extent of his Capacity 
as well as his conſummate Experience, i in the moſt 
exalted, and moſt abſtruſe Sciences, Scarcely 
| was 


* Raymund Lulh, che Pupil of Huſail, was the Son 


of James Lully, Apothecary, to the third Doge of 
Venice; and acquired a prodigious Reputation, by cu- 
ring one of the Senators of a Leproſy, which Diſtem- 
per was then very common at Venice, and had 
er been reckoned incurable. {AG 
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was J able to read, before he made me apply my- 
ſelf to my Studies; taking the Pains, to teach me 
himſelf and diſcovering to me the choiceſt Secrets 
of Nature. He found, in me, a Diſpoſition, ve- 
ry ready to receive any great Impreſſions ; anda 
Mind, as ardently deſirous, of improving by his 
Inſtructions, as he could be, to inſlil them into 
me, or ſee me a Proficient therein. 

Ten Years were thus ſpent, in the Study of the 
moſt ſublime Branches, of Experimental Philaſo- 
phy; and my Mind, inured to Difficulties, no 
longer ſunk under the Weight of the moſt in- 
tricate Studies. But, the Caſe was not the ſame 
with my Father ; his Knowledge * for which he 
had been indebted only to his own Labour, and 
profound Speculations had been very prejudicial to 
his Health; and his bodily Strength was quite 
wor n out, by the intenſe 1 and fatigu- 
ing Toils, of his Mind: Accordingly, he died in 
Arms, juſt as he had made himſelf Maſter of the 
Philoſpher's Stone; his exceſſive Joy, at having 
found out that invaluable Treaſure, contribr 


not a little to his ending his Days ſo ſuddenly. 


I complied punctually with his laſt Will, and 
after having committed to the Flames, the preci- 
ous Remains of ſo venerable a Father, went on 
in bringing his laſt Diſcovery to Perfection. Not 
content with having gained a Point, to which 


ſuch Numbers of the greateſt Men had in vain 


aſpired for ſo many Ages, I reſolved to carry my 
Enquiries ſtill farther; and to render the rich 
Vol. 1. 8 Matter 


8 He began to ſtudy at Rome, at the Ace of Thir- 


ty five, and, in Three Years, made himſelt Mate of 
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% Three Years was Sehus employed without being 
| div to accompliſh my Deſire ; my cloſe Appli- 


cation, to this Study, 4mpaired my Health inſen- 
ſibly; and Lwas obliged by my Weakneſs to diſ- 
continue my Enquiry. The Sorrow, wherewith 
] was ſeized, at being thus debarred from the 
Purſuit of my Labours, induced me to reflect, 
-upon the Infirmities, of the human Body; my 


creſtleſs and inquiſitive Mind incited me to make 
dan Analyſis. thereof; and, after a profound Exami- 
nation, into the Creation, Quality, Form, and 


Affinity, of all the Parts, the one with the other, 
I drew this Inference from thence ; that if we 
could find a Remedy, capable of fixing the Na- 
ture of the Blood, we ſhould never grow old; but, 
on the contrary, might arrive at! mmortality-; 3 Or, 
at deaft, might live as many Ages upon the 
Nun as the Antidiluvian Patriarchs. 

The Acccompliſhment of this Undertaking 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion on me, that as ſoon 
as I found myſelf on tne mending Hand, I raiſed 
a conſiderable Sum; by converting di vers Ingots 


of Gold, with all imaginable Secrecy, into 


ready Money; for which I afterwards procured 
Bills of Exchange; the Eaſineſs of our Circum- 
ſtances contributing not a little to our Progreſs in 
the Study of Sciences. Being thus provided with 
every Thing neceſſary for my Purpoſe, I travelled 
over all the habitable Parts of the Univerſe; ſought 


aut all the moſt . Men; croſſed the moſt 


remote 


* 1 is F that Philip Boland Lulbs, cal- 


| Ted, in the Italian, Rametzi, found ſome liquid Gold, 


in a Vein of the Earth ; and that this gave him the 
Hint oy reducing 1 it to a State of Fluidity, 


1 1 
ly remote Mountains and Deſerts; compared tlie 
Virtues of all Simples; and, after having procu- 
's WW red a ſufficient Quantity, of every Sort, had them 
„all brought, at a prodigious Expence, to my La- 
boratory. | 
Ten Years did I ſpend in this Search; and, as 
ſoon as I was returned, began to apply myſelf to 
Work, with more Ardour than ever: In themean- 
while, though I kept myſelf as retired as poſſible. 
the uncommon Reputation, * acquired by my; 
Father, had ſuch an Influence even upon mine, 
that the learned Virtuoſi, flocked from all Parts: 
to viſit me; and Freadily communicated to them 
all the other Secrets, to Which I had attained, 
excepting that of the Philoſopher's Stone, which 
J kept inviolably concealed. 
5 As much an Adept as | was, the Leaven of 
Self- Love ſtill remained in me; and I ſhould not, 
J perhaps, have applied myſelf ſo indetatigably to 
Work, had there been No- body in the World, 
whoſe Admiration, might have rewarded me for 
my Labour. Accordingly, I received with great 
Civility, all who came to viſit me; and, when 
my Knowledge could be of any Service to them, 
they were ſure of meeting with effectual Relief. 
The new Inſight 1 had already got in the Sci- 
ence of Phyſick, had ſar exceeded the ordinary 
Bounds, and . increaſed my Fame; it 
is 
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* FR ſpeaks: thus only through Modeſly ; 
Heinſius extols him highly: and Grorius, together 
with all thoſe, who have treated about the Great Men 
of former Times, have enlarged greatly upon this 
Head. Madame Dacier, alſo, has made very careful 
Enquiries, after the Produttions of this profound 
Adept.. | 


- 
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is true, indeed, I am the firſt, who, by the Sight 
of a Patient's Urine, has been able to diſcover the 
moſt ſecret Diſeaſes: But 1 have carried my 
Knowledge much farther, and in vain have any 
endeavoured to imitate me ; having made fre- 
quent Cures of Diſtempers without ſtirring out 
of my Study; by the profound Knowledge | had 
acquired in rarefying the. Urine, * or in reſolv- 
ing the Blood, if the Perſon was wounded, in- 
to other Liquors. | | 


* 


However, the Phyſicians, who generally envy 
and bear an III-will to any Perſons who perform 
Cures to their Prejudice, did not behave in the 
ſame Manner to me; becauſe | never offered my 
Aſſiſtance to any Patient, uutil they had given him 
over, They were fo highly pleated, with this my 
Regard to them, that ti ey were the firſt to cry 
me up; and, in one Word, o much was I re- 
ſpected, that neither Scvereign Prince, Doge, or 
Senator, whatever Privilege his Station or Quali- 
ty might give him, ever approached my Doors, 
- but on thoſe Days which 1 had ſet a- part for 
receiving Company; when their Viſits were ra- 
ther a Refreſhment to me, than any Hindrance 
to my Labours. | I 
Ten Years were thus elapſed, without any 
Thing diſcompoſing the Tranquillity of my 
Mind; when one Night, about Eleven, a Ser- 
vant entered my Laboratory, where I was in- 
tent upon the Diſſolution of a Load Stone, 
N | 88 which 


There is ſtill to be ſeen at Venice, in the Trea- 
ſury of the Republick, a Phial, wherein one may diſ- 
cern ſome Liquor; but, whatever Efforts I could 
make to diftinguiſh its Quality or Colour, I could 
never obtain my Deſire. _ 3 


\ 


8 
which I was reducing into a Vapour in a Phial. * 
Incenſed at this unuſual Diſturbance, I turned 
about impatiently, and aſked, whether he had 
forgot, my having forbid any one's interrupting 
me, by Night, in my Sarzebi ? +. But the Ser- 
vant excuſed himſelt, by telling me, that a 
Senator, accompamed by divers Troopers, was 
at my Gate. 5 
I was not a little ſurpriz ed, and uneaſy, at 
this unſeaſonable Viſit; however, I ordered the 
Senator, to be ſhown. into the Saloon of Diana; 
that being the Apartment where 1 received 
Company; and, as ſoon as the Servant was 
gone, pulling up a Trap-Door, where I con- 
cealed-all the Treaſures of my Studies, I took a+ 
Poiſon of my own preparing, and lodged it behind 
my Ear; being reſolved to make Uſe thereof, in 
Caſe I was ſuſpected of having the Philoſopher's 
Stone; and they ſhould put me to the Torture, 
in order to the obtaining my Secret. This done, 
went to the Senator, with great Compoſure of 
Mind; who. thus accoſted me, as ſoon as we 
were both ſeated. 
t The State, jealous of the T 3 they 
poſſeſs, in thee, thou Son of the moſt ſkilful of 
8 Mankind, 


The Loadflone, reduced into a Vapour, has Vir- 
tue to re- animate and reſtore all Parts that are decay- 
ing ; and it is averred, that the long Life of Preſfer 
Jobn, is entirely owing to his being poſſeſſed of this 
in valuable Secret, 

+ Rametzi's Laboratory in a Cave, which is ill 
to be ſeen at Venice. 
+} The Republick, being afraid of loſing a Subject 
of ſuch Value as Rametzi, had made a Decree, where- 
by it was forbid to diſturb him in his Operations ; and 
particular Days were ſet apart by him. for the Re- 

lief of thoſe who ſtood in Need of his invaluable 

Secrets. | 


. IT 
Mankind, will always take the moſt exact Care, 
that thou mayeſt enjoy, in Peace, the Fruit of 
thy Labours: Accordingly, it is an eſtabliſhed 
Law with all, from the greateſt to the leaſt 
Member of the Republick, whatever Need he 
may have of thine unparallelled Knowledge, not 
to have Recourſe thereto, but on the Days, ſet 
re for that Purpoſe by thyſelf. But, Oh! 
Treat Rametzi! give ſome Allowances for Love; 
it is that which is the Cauſe of this Interruption, 
and has made me pretend an Order from the 
Senate, to break through thy Cuſtoms. Likinda 
is dying; I adore her with a boundleſs Ardour ; 
thou knoweſt all Things; and, without having 
experienced the Ravage made on other weak 
Mortals, by the Paſſions of the Mind, thou art a 
Maſter of too much Diſcernment, not to be a 
Judge, what inexpreſſible Torments the Heart of 
Man ſuffers, when on the Point of loſing, what 
it loves to Diſtraction: For the Sake then of this 
Love, and of thine own Reputation and Glory, 
reſtore Likinda to Life, or give me my Death. 
This paſſionate Speech of the Senator's, moved 
me to the greateſt Degree, without my being 
able to dive into the Reaſon thereof: Let me ſee 
that Phial, ſaid I, obſerving one in his Hand; I 
ſuppoſe it is ſome of the Patient's Water. He 
did fo, after which ] defired this tender Lover to 
go into the Cloſet, where I made my Obſervati- 
ons ; and ordering one of my Servants, to bring 
me the * Blood of a Black Goat, poured it 
| into 


*The Blood of a Black Goat, has the Virtue to 
purify all other Liquors; It is ſaid that Priam, King 
of Troy, took it under the Diſguiſe of Coffee, every 
. Morning for Breakfaſt ; which was the Cauſe of his 
living ſo long, and having ſo many Children: The 
Grand Signor himſelf takes it but once in Two Days, 
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into a Veſſel, wherein I had put Likindd's 
Urine. | . 

Having ſo done, I covered the whole with Spi- 
rits of Wine, and ſet Fire thereto; the volatile 
Flame went out, in a Moment after; but the 
Spirit was quite evaporated, and would not take 
Fire again. This Circumſtance made me change 
Colour; my Lord, ſaid I, the Patient is no 
longer animated by At this Declaration, 
the Senator interrupted me, by falling backwards 
upon his Seat, abſolutely deprived of all his Sen- 
ſes; but two Drops of Thiſſois, * reſtored him 
both to Life, and to his Senſes; which my too 


ſudden Declaration had endangered. O Heavens 
cried he, opening his Eyes, why did you not ſuf- 


fer me to die? Likinda is no longer living! Why 
did you not either prevent this Misfortune, or 


ſuffer me to return, with her, to the filent 


Tomb ? 


Whilſt the Senator was thus breathing out .his 


mournful Complaints, a Sort of Vapour, which 
iſſued out from the Veſſel, wherein the Urine 
was, drew all my Attention; I had never been 
uſed to any ſuch Phænomenon; it created, there- 
fore, ſome Doubts in me; and whether it was, 
that I had a Mind to remove them, or, whether 
it was, that ſome fatal Planet, was then predomi- 
nant over me, I reſolved myſelf to ſee, and judge, 
with my own Eyes, the Condition of the Perſon, 
for whom he was come to conſult me. 

With this Intent, let us begone my Lord, cried 
I to the Senator; I am not infallible ; let us view 


Likinda: According to the Rules of Art, ſhe 


ſeems 


 ® A certain Elixir, now known by the Name of 
General De La Motte's Drops, 
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ſeems to be paſt Remedy; but, if ſhe be not ac. 
tually dead already, I am in Hopes of ſaving her. 


On hearing me ſay thus, the Senator recovered his 
Spirits, in ſome Meaſure, and roſe up haſtily, his 
Countenance clearing up, and ſhewing the Confi- 


dence he repoſed in my Skill; it ſeemed as if he 
looked .upon me as ſomething divine: Accord- 


ingly he ſet out with me chearfully for bis Houſe, 
and we were ſoon at the Gate. 


| Scarce was it opened to us, when a Slave, 


throwing himſelf proſtiate at the Feet of the Se- 


nator, Ah! my Lord, cried he with a mournful 


Voice]! He ſaid no more, nor, indeed, was it 
needful ; for, hold, Wretch, what art thou about 


to tell me, cried the paſſionate Venetian, interrupts. 
ing him with Fury? Alas! you propheſied but 
too true, continued he to me; this dejected Slave 
here proſtrate at my Feet, thas forſaken Houſe, 
that looks like a Deſart, all theſe Circumſtances. 


declare that Likinda is no more: in Effect, as we 
went through the ſtately Apartments, every Soul 
avoided us, and Grief was viſibly painted in every 


Face. 


At laſt, we came to a ſumptuous Chamber, il- 


luminated by divers Chryſtal Branches, full of 


Wax-Tapers; whoſe Light, . nevertheleſs, did 
not dazzle the Eye ſo much, as the beauteous Li- 


Kinda, faſt locked as ſhe lay in the Arms of Death: 
that pale Tyrant having quite over-ſpread her 


Face, without depriving her of any of her 


Charms, inſomuch that * ſeemed only as if . 


ſleeping. 
On caſting my Eyes upon the departed Fair I 
One, I found myſelf affected with a ſecret Trou- 


ble, to which I had been till then a Stranger: 


Mean while, the. diſconſolate Senator, upon 
his * was bathing with his Tears .the 
8 | lovely 
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deep Speculations, and abſtruſe Studies, my Ima- 
gination had never yet been taken up with any 


I approached the Bed, and looked attentively up- 


dently of Death; accordingly, twice | retire 
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lovely Hands of his beauteous Miſtreſs: For my 
Part, I could hardly ſupport myſelf on my Legs, 
an univerſal Trembling having ſeized upon my 
whole Body. Having been buried till then in 


'Thoughts about thoſe Emotions that ariſe from 
the Difference of our Sexes: But, O human 
Frailty ! thou makeſt us all ſenſible, ſooner or 
later, that Nature has formed us of the fame ſor- 
did Clay with the reſt of Mankind ; and that, in 
Spite of all the Care we can take to purify it by 
Philoſophy, it will one 'Time or other diſcover it- 
ſelf, through the Veil thrown over it by Virtue. 
To return from whence I have digreſſed, the 
deep Sighs, Groans, and profound Deſpair of the 
Senator brought me at laſt out of my Reverie; I 
recovered my Reſolution, and recalled my ſcattered 
Senſes ; after which, taking a Taper in my Hand, 


—— OT _ — — 


on the lovely Corpſe. All the Symptoms are evi- 


— —— — 
* 


from her, lifting up my Eyes mournfully to Hea- 
ven; as often a ſecret Power obliges me again to 
draw near her: I pull out of my Pocket a Gold 
Bottle, filled with an invaluable Vapour; extract- 
ed by the Reverberation of a burning Speculum, 
from t Mercurius Borealis; I apply it to - 

| E | Noſe 
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t This Mercury is not the fame, as that known to 
us ; it is found in the inmoſt Receſſes of the Earth. 
See Lamakis, Part I. pag. 111. Monſieur Deſcartes 
bad ſome Notion thereof, and ſpeaks much of it in his 
Dioptricks, It is ſaid that the Author of the Treatiſe 
of Vegetable Staticks is actually at Work upon an ex: 
cellent Diſcourſe on this Head. | 
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Noſe of the be auteous Likinda ; the ſpirituous 
Liquor flies out, the Moment it is unſtopt, and 
penetrates, in an Inſtant, to her Heart. O] aſ- 

toniſhing Power of the moſt ſublime Philoſophy ; 
 Likinda ſneezes; her deadly Lethargy ceaſes! 
ſhe opens her Eyes ; in ſhort, the wonder-work- 
ing Remedy reſtores her to Life. | 

I withdraw the Bottle from her Noſe with the 

-utmoſt Speed; in a Moment more, the Strength 
of the Spirit would have overcome her, and ſuf- 
focated the Heart; I have Recourſe to the Elixir. 
of Thiſſois, to fortify her againſt its Violence 
and had all the Reaſon imaginable to be 
ſatisfied with this ſecond Remedy; it made 
the Vapour iſſue out of her Noſtrils and 
her Ears, and the Blood again appeared in her. 
Face: Mean while the Senator, amazed at ſo ma- 
1 Prodigies, was kneeling by her Side, with his 

Jands a-eroſs his Stomach, his Head inclining to- 
wards Likinda, and his Eyes ſtedfaſtly fixed upon 
me. | 
During this Interval, a Slave who had been 
_ Witneſs to the Reſurrection of Likinda (for that 
was the Name they gave to this ſurprizing Cure) 
ran to acquaint the whole Family with this joy- 
ful News; and immediately the Chamber where- 
in we were was filled with People: However, I 
was ſo intent upon my Patient, and was labouring 
for her Recovery with ſo great a Concern, that 
I hardly heard the gener:] Murmur occaſioned. 


thereby. I put upon her Arms ſome. Bracelets of 


Purple; and, after having rubbed; her Wriſts 
with the Elixir of Cliſſois, 1 anointed her Sutures 
therewith, as alſo behind her Ears, and divers 
other Places. ro . 
As IL. was conſtrained to ſtay fo long by her, it 

gave me an Opportunity of conſidering 2 
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ſection of her Charms; alas! the fatal Moment 
was come; whilſt i was endeavouring to cure her, 
I caught myſelf the moſt contagious of Diſeaſes 

In the mean Time, the Noiſe that was in the 
Apartment, which increaſed more and more, 
obliged me to turn about to the Senator, and tell 
h im that if this Buzzing continued, and the Pati- 
ent was not left by herſelf, I could not be certain 
ſhe would not -again fall into the ſame State from 
which I had juſt delivered her. Scarce had I ut- 
tered theſe Words, when Vinoncelli (for that was 
the Senator's Name) having made a Sign with his 
Hand, every Creature vaniſhed. I am indebted 
to you for my Life, ſaid he, throwing himſelf at 
my Feet, what can | offer you in Return, when 
you are already poſſeſſed of ſuch ineſtimable Trea- 
ſures? The Happineſs of having in ſome Mea- 
ſure accompliſhed my Deſign, as well as the Plea- 
ſure of having obliged you, is ſo great, anſwered I, 
raiſing him up, that both the one and the other 
ace to me a ſufficient Reward. 
A violent Vorniting, which then ſeized upon 
Likinda, made me turn about haſtily to her; and 
I ſoon found that Opium had been the Cauſe }. 
of the Lethargy from which I had rouzed her, 
This Diſcovery induced me to alter my Conduct, 
and redoubled my Care; however, I ſhall neither 
entertain you with the Manner of my treating my 
fair Patient, nor with the Remedies to which I 
had Recourſe t abſolutely to expel. the Poiſon 
let it ſuffice to tell you that in twenty-four 
Hours, ſhe was entirely out of Danger, = 
I The Author treats of this Point like a Phyſicians 
we thought proper to omit ir; what we ſha/i jubjoin 
for the Curious, is, that he ſays, he put upon her As | 

| | ome 
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In the mean while, Vinoncelli, aſtoniſhed to 
the laſt Degree, that any One, ſhould have the 


0 audacious Boldneſs to make an Attempt upon 


a Lite ſo valuable, and fo dear to him, and being 
afraid of new Machinations of the ſame Nature, 
beſtirred himſelf ſo much, in order to come at 
the Bottom of this Myſtery, that at laſt he found 


out, from what Hand this Scene of Villainy had 


proceeded. 

Likinda, Daughter to the former Doge, had 
Joſt her Father in her Infancy; wherefore, one 
of her Aunts, who was Wife to the General 


of the Republick, had taken Care of her Edu- 


cation; and had brought her up, with as much 
Tenderneſs, as her own Daughter; who was 
almoſt of the ſame Age. The Beauty of Li- 
kinda, increaſed fo greatly, in Proportion as ſhe 
advanced in Vears, and made ſo much Noiſe in 


the World, that ſhe was courted, by all the 


prime Nobility of Venice. 

Her Couſin was likewiſe handfome ; but, her 
Charms were viſibly ſo inferior to thoſe of the 
Doge's Daughter, whenever they appeared to- 


gether; that Jealouſy and Envy, inſenſibly, took 


Place of that Friendſhip, which the Daughter 


of the General had before had for her. She had 


made many Conqueſts, but they all ſhook off her 
Chains, as ſoon as they let Fyes upon her in- 
chanting Su | this increaſed her Hatred more 


and 


— Bracelets of Porple, » | upon which he threw cal- 
cined Powder, We have ſeen at Paris, in the Cabi- 
net of a very pretty Shopkeeper, in the Fauxbourg- 
Saint Antoine, a Stone, which teems of the fame Sort 


as that of the Print which is in the original Manu- 


ſcript. ; if we knew the Secret, how to calcine i 1 
would be fit for many Uſes. © 
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and mere daily; till, at laſt, it proceeded ſo far, 
that Likinda, being ill-uſed by her Aunt, on her 
Couſin's Account, was adviſed, to endeavour to 


free herſelf from her Authority. 


Accordingly, ſhe preſented a Petition for that 


| Purpoſe to the Senate, who, in Conſideration of 
her high Birth, and the eminent Station of her 


Father, granted her Requeſt; and appointed her 
one of the Chief Members of the Republick for 
her Guardian: It was Vinoncelli's Father. 

The Son was abſent upon a Journey, when Li- 


kinda entered the Palace of her new Guardian ; 


and his Heart was prepoſſeſſed, at his Return, in 
Favour of the General's Daughter; but ſcarce 
had he ſeen her beauteous Couſin, before he quite 
forgot his old Miſtreſs. The Father obſerved, 
with Pleaſure, the Inclination of his Son for his 
charming Ward ; nothing could ſuit him better 
than this Match ; in order, therefore, to gain her 
Affection, there was no Sort of little Services, in 
which they did not endeavour to oblige her, and 
even to be beforehand with her Deſires. 


 Likinds's lively Temper, and her Love of Plea- 


ſure, made her eagerly indulge herſelf in all Man- 
ner of Diverſions which ſhe could poſſibly take; 
and Vinoncelli was the firſt to procure her Variety 
of Amuſements : This Complaiſance, by Degrees, 
ained him ſo far her Good-Will, that he had 
— Reaſon to hope he ſhould ſoon become her 
Huſband. | 
In the mean while, the Generals Daughter, 
mortified beyond Expreſſion, at being forſaken by 
her Lover, left no Means untried to recover his 
Affection; finding, at length, that all her Efforts 
were in vain, and being exaſperated thereat more 


than can be imagined, her Rage and Malice 


prompted her to revenge herſelf upon her too 
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charming Rival. To this End, ſhe tampered with 


' © an old Bedlame, whopromiſed her, in Return for 


a large Sum of Money, Part of which was ad- 


vanced beforehand, to poiſon Lit inda. 


. Accordingly, this helliſh Miſcreant, who had 


| free Accels at Vinoncelli's, and was often at Likin- 
da's Toilet, infuſed ſome Opium into her Coffee; 


by good Fortune, the Senator remembered his 
having ſeen that infernal Wretch at his Houſe, the 
Day before he was near loſing Likinda ; this indu- 
ced him to ſuſpect her of being privy to this hor- 


rid Attempt. He ſent for her, therefore, and ex- 


amined her; ſhe faultered in her Anſwers, and con- 
tradicted herſelf; upon which he threatened her 
ſo terribly, vowing to put her to the Torture, that 
at laſt, ſhe confeſſed the Crime; and it was from 
her he learned this Account wherewith he ac- 


| quainted me a litttle after. | 


1 


In the mean Time, notwithſtanding the Vir- 


tue of my Medicines, the Opium had ſo much 
benumbed the Organs of Likinda, that ſhe had 

not yet ſpoken one Word. Vinoncelli was ex- 
cedſſively uneaſy thereat; but, I diſpelled his 


Fears, by aſſuring him, that her Tongue would 
be ſet at Liberty, in three Days. What I had 
foretold, came to paſs accordingly; at the Expi- 
ration of that Time, her Speech returned per- 
fectly! What Sounds! Good Heavens! They 
compleated the enſlaving of my Heart. . 
Vinoncelli was not able to contain himſelf, for 
Joy; in the. midſt of his Tranſports, he informed 
the reſtored fair One, to whom ſhe was indebted 
for her beholding again the Light; all that were 
preſent, aſſured her of the ſame ; and exaggera- 
ted the Matter ſo far, as to aver that I had raiſed 
her from the Dead. Whilſt they were giving her 
this Account, ſhe kept Silence, and viewed me 


wath 


a whole Year with him. On ſaying this, her Paſ- 
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with Abundance of Attention; ſhe then fell into 
a deep Reverie, for a conſiderable Time ; after 
which ſhe deſired all the Company to withdraw; 
telling them ſhe had dd of Conſequence to 
ſay to me, to which ſhe was not willing to have 
any Witneſſes ; whereupon they obeyed immedi- 


_ ately. . 


All being withdrawn, ſhe thus accoſted me : I 
know who you are, O moſt amiable of Men ! 
your Reputation and Pictures have long prepoſ- 
ſeſſed my Heart in your Favour; a hundred 
Times have I ſtudied by what Means I ſhould 
come at the Sight of you ; but the Rule you had 
preſcribed to yourſelf never to give Admittance to 
ay had reſtrained me hitherto, | 

evertheleſs, I ſhould. have gained my Ends; 
for my Deſign, before this Accident that has be- 
fallen me, was to have diſguiſed myſelf in a Man's 
Habit, and by that Means to have ſatisfied my Cu- 
rioſity. Heaven be eternally praiſed for this Mistor- 
tune, dreadful as it was! I am now overjoyed thereat, 
ſince it has been the Means of bringing hither the 
dear Object of my Defires.F Yes! | owe you 
every Thing; but I have the Honour of having 
loved you, before my being at all indebted to 
you. | | | 


I leave you to judge my Surprize and Tranſj port 


at this Declaration; however I contained myſelf; 


but Vinoncelli, ſaid I, who adores you, and whom 
wy love——Ah! cried Likinda, how different 


from that is the Love I bear you! Within theſe 
few Moments that I have ſeen you, I have felt 


more on your Account, than during the Courſe of 
from 


F It muſt be remembered, that the Lady who ſays 
this is an Ialian. 5 | 
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ſion made her exalt her Voice ſo much, that I 
would have interrupted her divers Times, for 
Fear of her being overheard. 

In Effect, ſo ſhe was; for Vinoncelli, appearing 
that Moment, Good Heavens! What have 1 
heard, cryed he? Is this Likinda who talks thus? 

Is this the Return, fair Ingrate, for the moſt ten- 
der, and moſt perfect Paſſion, that ever was ? 
Lou never did love me, cruel] One ! And you are 
returned, from the Arms of Death, to inform 
me thereof, Your Heart was ſmitten with a 
Shadow ; and you was about to give me your 
Hand, whilſt you withheld from me, the nobleſt 
Part of yourſelf. | | 
Why ſhould you be angry with me, cryed Li- 
kinda, interrupting him; is it a Crime to be ſin- 
cere? You have come, by indirect Means, at 
the Knowledge of my Secrets; I confeſs them 
freely; being too young, to know the Difference, 
between the Eſteem you deſerve, and the Senti- 

ments, wherewith I was pre- poſſeſſed, I imagin- 
ed I loved you, and was deceived : You deſired 
to become my Spouſe, before I was ſenſible of 
the Nature of theſe Sentiments which did not 
appear till this Moment; perhaps, I ſhould have 
conſented thereto; but, alas! 2s 


| Speak out plainly, reſumed the deſperate Lo- 
ver, interrupting her? you will no longer have 
any Thing to ſay to me; you hate me; what 
comforts me, however, is, that the Ingrate will 
be puniſhed, the ſame Way, ſheinjures me: The 
Heart of ſuch a Philoſopher, as Rametzi, is not 
ſuiceptible of Weakneſs; never will he make, a 
. ſuitable Return to a Paſſion which he will look 
upon as trifling, and unworthy of his Character. 
As for that Matter, cryed Likinda, interrupting 
him, with fome Spite, he is his own Maſter, and 
9 5 1 may 
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may do as he pleaſes; there is no ſuch Thing, as 
laying a Conſtraint upon a Perſon's Inclinations ; 
but, as for my own Part, I ſwear, not only that I 
do love him, but that I will never love any other. 

Vinoncelli was naturally haſty, and violent ; De- 
ſpair took Poſſeſſion of his Soul; Hope, indeed, 
ſuſpended the Effects thereof, for a few Moments: 
He fell on his Knees before Litinda; he wept; 
he ſighed , but nothing would move her ; 'the 
more tender, and the more ardent, his Paſſion ap- 
peared, the more ſhe armed herſelf with Rigour 
to give him a Repulſe. In ſhort, her Looks, and 
her Words, raiſed his Fury to the Height; not 
being able to hurt, what he had ſo much loved, 
he turned it againft himſelf ; drawing out a Dag- 
ger, he ſtabbed himſelf therewith, and, falling to 
the Earth, lay weltring in his Blood. 


Terrified to the laſt Degree, as may well be 


imagined, at this ſhocking Scene, Likinda cloſed, 
a ſecond Time, her beauteous Eyes; whilſt I my- 


ſelf, little accuſtomed to ſuch Tragical Sights,. 


ſtood motionleſs, like a Perſon without Life. 
Mean while, Vinoncelli's Attendants running 
in at the Noiſe cauſed by his Fall, and behold- 
ing their Maſter on the Ground, wallowing in his 
Gore, give a loud OQutery, and look around them, 


for the Author of this bloody Deed : They ſee 


me confounded, and ſpeechleſs ; this cauſes them 
to ſuſpect me; they ſeize me, therefore, and the 
whole Houſe reſounds with Clamour, the Sbirri * 
arrive; and, notwithſtanding my Innocence, and 
all that I could ſay in my own Juſtification, they 
carry me away directly, Priſoner, to the Fort. 
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PALALALEEXEREXERLXE 
CHAP VL 


By whom Rametzi's Story is interrupted. He 
carries Bigand Home with bim. The extraor- 
dinary, and furprizing Manner, wherein be is 
er ved. = 

A 8 Rametzi was at this Part of the Story, I 
obſerved that he changed Colour; where- 
upon, What ails you cried 1, do you find yourſelf 
ill? Let us be gone, anſwered he; do you ſee 
that Abbot, who is coming in ; I know him, and 
have ſome Reaſons for avoiding him. Having 
thus ſaid, he roſe up; I would have paid, but he 
would not ſuffer me; he then called the Drawer 
a hundred Raſcals; complained to the Vintner of 
his adulterated Wine; his Glaſſes ſorrily rinced ; 
his dirty- Napkins; and bad Bread; concluding, 
with finding Fault with the Candle, which, he 
ſaid, was juſt like thoſe they ſet up by a dead 

Corpſe. 5 
Theſe paſſionate Tranſports, for ſuch perfect 
Trifles, ſtruck me with the greateſt Amazement; 
after the Story, he had juſt been telling me, with 
all poſſible good Senſe : But he did not give over 
fo; for he continued the Scene, by making a 
Hundred Cavils, about the Money, that was re- 
turned him, in Exchange for a Crown. Ho- 
ever, if I was highly furprized at all theſe cap- 
tious Exceptions, I was much more at what fol- 
| lowed ; when, after counting his Change over 
and over, he called to the Drawer, here, Sirrah, 
cried he, take all this Trumpery, I give it thee 
. "to 


— 
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to drink my Health; be more careſul, and wait 


better on thy Company another Time. f 
his ſaid, we went out, leaving the Drawer, 
who little expected any ſuch Generoſity, in a 
rfect Ecſtaſy: I imagined, Rametzi would 
e, gone on with the Recital of his Adventures; 
but the Italian had ſomewhat elſe to do; for he be- 
gan again to rail at, and find fault with every one 
that paſſed him; however my longing Deſire, to 
hear the End of his ſurprizing Story, made me 
bear with all patiently. We went along twen- 
ty different Lanes, and turned down as many 


blind Alleys and By-Ways; till at laſt we ſtopt in 


a ſhort Street that was no Thorough-Fare; where 
Rametzi opened a little Door, and bid me walk in. 

Idid ſo; and the Italian, having faſtened it well 
after him, led me through a narrow dark Paſſage, 
which brought us to a Stair-Caſe, at the Top of 


which we entered into a large Parlour, hand- 


ſomely wainſcotted, and illuminated by a Cryſtal 
Branch. From thence we went into an Apart- 
ment magnificently furniſhed, where the Pic- 
tures, Sconces, and Looking-Glaſſes, almoſt 
dazzled the Sight. | 

Rametzi ſtayed here no longer, than juſt to 
caſt his Eye, upon a noble Clock; we are right, 
cried he, it is paſt Ten, all is ready. He went 
then along a Gallery, at the End whereof was 
another Door, which being opened, we came 
into a Dining Room, whoſe Furniture. was very 
plain, but mighty neat. There was an excellent 
Fire; the Cloth was laid; and ſeveral Silver 
Diſhes, with Covers, and Water-Diſhes of the 
ſame, were ſtanding ready upon the Table. 
Nor was this all; in an Elbow-Chair, by the 
Fire-Side, was a very rich Night-Gown ; toge- 
ther with every Thing elſe, requiſite for an . 


3 To 
and handſome Undreſs : Take a Chair, and ſit 
down, cried he, whilſt I was viewing all theſe 
Things attentively, you ſeem in a perfect Amaze- 
ment: I obeyed him, with a moſt profound Si- 
lence, cauſed by my Aſtoniſhment, at ſo much 
Elegance, Splendor, and Magnificence; what 
added to my Surprize, was, that not a Soul was 
to be ſeen or heard, in all the Rooms through 
which we had paſſed. 

As ſoon as Rametzi had undreſſed himſelf, and 
was at his Eaſe, let us ſee, cried he, with an 
Air of SatisfaQtion, whether there is any Thing 
for Supper: The Table was then brought near 
the Fire; and the Diſhes uncovered ; this done, 
ſome exquiſite Soup appeared; with a delicious 
Ragout; two fine young Patridges; and an ex- 
cellent Sallad. Oh! here is ſomething to ſatisfy 
Nature, ſaid he, helping me to ſome Soup; 
come, don't be baſhful ; you will find me, quite 
another Man, at Home, to what I am in the 
Streets. Having thus ſpoken, he lolled back in 

his Eaſy-Chair, and burſt into a loud Laughter. 
His Figure at that Time, appeared to me, ſo 
odd, fo groteſque, and every Way fo very extra- 
ordinary, that I could not Kerle imitating him, 
with all my Heart. This merry Fit being over, 
he compoſed his Countenance; eat very heartily; 
ſpoke little, but with extreme good Senſe; helped 
me, frequently, to ſome Wine, and did not for- 
get himſelf: As for a Deſert, he ſaid, he never 

had any; for it was an egregious gr to cram 
any Thing raw upon the Stomach after its hav- 
ing received a Sufficiency of good wholeſome 
Nouriſnment. e 
nſtead of a Deſert, therefore, he gave me a 
Bit of toaſted Bread, which he made me dip in 
2 a Glaſs of delicious Liquor, the like * A 
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had never taſted before; as for this, cried he, it 
is a Digeſtive, prepared by myſelf; and a Glaſs 
thereof, after Meals, prevents the Decays of old 
Age and Diſeaſes: In effect, it was an ex- 
quiſite Cordial; and I had no ſooner drank it, 
than I found myſelf both ſtrengthened and 
revived. | 

Now we have ſupped, faid Rametzi, let us 
begone from hence; he then roſe up, pulled a 
String, which hung by the Side of the Chimney, 
and walked out of the Room in a great Hurry: 
J happened not to follow him faſt enough to his 
liking ; Bleſs my Soul, cried he, peeviſhly, make 
haſte ; and, as ſoon as I was got paſt the Door, 
he double-locked it after us. 

We returned back then through the ſame Gal- 
lery,- by which we had before paſſed, and en- 
tered one of the Apartments before-mentioned, 
where he ſhewed me a Chamber. Here is a 
Bed, ſaid he; in this Preſs, you will find a 
Night-Gown, with every Thing elſe neceſſary 
for undreſſing you; there is a Fire alſo; Good- 
Night, we will talk farther 'To-morrow.. 


CCC 
̃ CHAP. VII. 
be Sequel of Rametzi's extraordinary Story. 


T Break of Day, Rametzi made fuch a ter- 
rible Noiſe, with Coughing, and Spitting, 
in the next Room, that it cauſed me to ſtart out 
of my Sleep: What! are not you ſtirring yet, 
cryed he, opening my Chamber-Door ? Come, 
get up, we will go and drink ſome Tea; not 
ſome of that commonly called fo ; but any 
| | om 
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from an Aſſemblage of divers Simples, wherein 
the Serkis is predominant; an exquiſite Liquor 
for the Health. 

I huddled on my Rags; which done, we went, 
as we had the Evening before, through the Gal- 
© lery; after having again conſulted the Clock, and 

the Dining- Room Door being opened, we found, 
inſtead of thoſe Things, we had left behind us 
over Night, a Tea- Table, with Cups, and all that 
was neceſſary, for ſuch a Sort of Repaſt : I ſuſ- 
peQed, for ſome Moments, that my new Acquain- 
tance was ſerved by ſome Familiar; but he did 
not leave me long in this Miſtake. 7 
What think you now, ſaid he? Do you reckon 
my Manner of being waited on, to be amiſs ? Or, 
do you count it no Advantage to have every Thing 
Prepared for you, without having the Vexation 
of ſeeing the diſagreeable Faces of Domeſticks, 
almoſt always diſcontented with their Lot ; and 
continually hatching, in their Breaſts, ſome De- 
ſign, either to rob, or to betray you? I want not 
for Attendants to ſerve me; I will explain this 
Myſtery to you preſently ; but firſt, let us drink 
| ſome Tea: This done, I will conclude my Sto- 
ry; after that we will finiſh our Breakſaſt ; and, 
then, each of us, will go about our own Buſineſs. 
" Having thus premiſed, Rametzi poured me out 
a Cup of ſome Liquid, which was, indeed, ex- 
> am delicious; and into which, inffead of 
ugar, he infuſed ſome Syrup, whoſe agreeable 
Taſte and Smell could not fail of prepoſſeſſing 
every one in its Favour ; accordingly, I could ne- 
ver have been tired of this charming Entertain- 
ment: When we had drank this, the [talian 
leaned with both Elbows upon the Table; invited 
me todo the ſame; and continued his Story, as- 
follows. 1 | | h : 
I was 


Obſcurity. 
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I was not a little ſurprized and concerned, ſaid 
he, at finding mylelf thruſt into a Dungeon; I 
deſired, . to ſpeak with the Governor of 


the Fort, who was ſo good as to come thither to 


me. No ſooner had | told him my Name, but 
he ſtretched out his Arms to embrace me: Oh 
Heavens ! cried he, is it you! What, that Trea- 
ſure! that great Man, ſo celebrated throughout 
the World ! I will be anſwerable for your nno- 
cence, and your Liberty; you were not made, 
to be guilty of Murders, nor to be buried in 

Having thus ſaid, he left me immediately, 
without giving me Time to make any Reply; and 
returning in a few Moments; I told you fo, re- 
ſumed he; the Face of Affairs is greatly changed. 
We went, then, into a Gondola; and I was not a 
little ſurprized, when, on being landed ſoon after, 
I found myſelf conducted directly into Vinoncelli's 


Apartment: In effect, it was he himſelf, who, 


on coming a little to himſelf, had done me Jul- 
tice, and had ſent to fetch me. 8 
Had I got thither but a few Moments later, he 
could not have been recovered, but had been paſt 
all Remedy. His Paſſion having been ſomewhat 
cooled by the great Effuſion of his Blood, he be- 


gan to be deſirous of prolonging his Days; and 


rightly judging, that I was the only one who 
could reſtore him to Life, had ſent away for me 
with all Speed: Accordingly, as ſoon as he had 
ſet Eyes on me, he begged my Pardon, with a 
dying Voice, for the outrageous Inſult that had 
been offered me on his Account; and implored 
my Aſſiſtance. | De 

Il was fo greatly overjoyed to fee myſelf once 
more at Liberty, that I admitted of his Excuſe 


very 


* 


„ 


15 > ily ; and, really pitying * Misfortune, 
reſolved immediately to ſave him if poſſible. His 
Wound was abſolutely mortal; the Chirurgeon, 
who had put on the firſt Drefling > had judged it 
ſo, as well as myſelf; but of what i is not — 
Philoſophy capable! I made me of the preci- 
ous Vapour before-mentionec JExhale into the 
Wound; which ſtopt, in an ant, the Blood 
that was ſtreaming out of an JEW. and would 
otherwiſe ſoon have cauſed! a" Suffocation. As 
foon as TI was' aſſured thereof, H certain Symp- 
toms, known to me alone, I Uaivered Vinoncelli 
again into the Hands of the Chirbr 
ing to him, that his Patient was 8 
The Man put the Dreffing « f 
his Head, as not believing whatFhad told him; 
next Day, however, he had Reaſon to blame his 
own ncredulity ; 55 [> r, on takir bf th Dreſſing, 
e Wound „ be hd i 


| e at an 
: ty, either I 


Event fo uncomme A : he 1 out, ha 
Jad entered 


1 was ſomething, e "than Ben or K 
__ into a Compat he De | 
This ſaſt eth Preyaden on him; ac- 
1 £ — he went directly to the Inquiſitors, and 
1 declared to them His Suſpicions; ; upon which, as 
3 F was returning! Home, not apprehenſive of any 
Danger, aftef Having had a moſt paſſionate Con- 
fe ence with e beauteous Likinda, I was taken 
into Cuſtodi an 185 a to the Inqui- 
ſition. bc +2 
Believing myſelf then, abGlutely undone, [ 
Tons ſeveral Times juſt upon the Point of taking 
the Poifort | have be ore . oy oncd to you; how- 
ecvex, reſolved at lai Eine Iſſue of this Af- 
fiir. Next Morne 1 * ; examined by the In- 
3 ken; ; who — what L had done to be 
2 ee 
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brought thither; and, upon my anſwering that I 
was altogether a Stranger to the Cauſe of my Im- 
priſonment, 0 remanded me back to my Dog- 
Hole of a Chamber, without giving me any Hopes 
of my Liberty. | 
1 was not a little ſurprized at fo ſingular a 
Treatment; not being in the leaſt apprized, that 
in order to get out of this Hell of a Prifon, a Man 
muſt own himſelf guilty, though he'be ever ſo in- 
nocent, unleſs he will reſolve to continue there, 
till the general Examination, which does not come 
but every Accordingly, I ſhould have re- 
mained there till that Time, had I not had a'pow- 
erful Protector: It was Love; when once he 
undertakes our Affairs, and has Intereſt, they are 
in good Hands; in Effect, I was not long, before 
lee ee this Tru. 5 
I had already been two Months in this infernal 
Dungeon; ne began to be wearied out; 
and nothing but the Expectation of again behold- 
ing Likinda prevented my taking the moſt violent 
Reſolutions; when a Man came to me, and bid 
me follow him. I did fo, with Joy; we are apt 
to flatter ourſelves with Hope, even in the worſt 
of Misfortunes ; I was conducted into a Parlour, 
where a young Man very well dreſſed was waiting 
for me. „ | 
As ſoon as I had approached near enough to ſee 
his Face, O Heavens! cried I, ſtepping back a 
little, what Prodigy is this? May I believe my 
Eyes? Is it you, O incomparable Likinda! Ah! 
in Spite of your Diſguiſe. my Love knows you 
again. Angel of Light! are you come yourſelf 
to diſperſe my Darkneſs with the Luſtre of out 
Beauty? This charming Creature ſeemed overjoy ?- ñæ⁶8 
ed, at firſt, at my Tranſports: but, recollecting 
„ herſelf, 
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Herſelf, ſpeak lower, ſaid ſhe, ſtretching out her 
Hands to me, we may be overheard. 3 
1 have. only Time, continued ſhe, to add two 
Words: Had it not been for the Intereſt of Vinon- 
celli, I could never have obtained the Liberty of 
ſeeing you: He ſtill adores me-; and you are in- 
debted to his Gratitude, together with the Power 
I have over him, for the Trouble he has given 
himſelf to procure me this Satisfaction. You are 
accuſed here oi practiſing the Black Art; deſire 
an Audience of the Inquiſitor ; acknowledge your- 
ſelf guilty; and leave the Reſt to me: Before 
three Months are expired,. you ſhall be at Li- 
berty. | | - 
Three Months, beauteous Likinda, cried I, in- 
terrupting her, without ſeeing you! I ſhall be 
dead before that Time, with being ſo long de- 


prived of the Sight of you. Ah! it you love me 


as tenderly and ardently, as you have flattered me, 
you ought to ſympathize with me, in what I ſuf- 
5 3 l have Means more expeditious, by far, to 


pProcure my Liberty; and ſhould have made Uſe 


thereof the very firſt Night, had I had about me 
the Things neceſſary for that Purpoſe: Obtain, 
then, either the Liberty of ſeeing me again, or 
Leave to ſend me a Prayer-Book : This can create 
no Suſpicion ; put under the Cover, ſix Leaves of 
a Simple named Zirzima, and three of IZari; 
by the Help of theſe, I promiſe you, that the 
Night following, I will be in your Palace; you 


know me, and, therefore, ought not to queſtion 


my keeping my Word. 
Li tinda had, herſelf, had too much Experience 
of my profound Skill, to ſuſpect that it would fail 


in my preſent Exigency ; accordingly, ſhe ſent 
me next Morning what I deſired; I extracted 


from thence a Water of wonderful Virtue; and 


as 


mm. 


E | 
as ſoon as Night was come, taking Advantage of 
the general Silence, that reigned throughout that 
diſmal Abode, | touched therewith the Bolts and 
Locks of all the Doors that ſtood in my Way; 
upon which they broke to Shivers, without any 
Noiſe; and by that Means ! regained my Liberty. 

I haſtened directly to the Palace of Vinoncelli, 
where Likinda was waiting for me privately ; 
but, though it was no more than ſhe expected, 
ſhe could not help expreſſing ſome Surprize, at 
firſt, at my Arrival. I have already ob erved, that 


ſhe was of a briſk, lively Temper; accordingly,. 


ſhe gave me a thouſand tender Maris ot her Joy, 
and aſſured me, that her Deſign was to follow me 
to the End of the World; for, being indebted to 
me for her Life, the leaſt ſhe could do in Return 
was to facrifice all for me. Vinoncelli adores me 
more than ever, continued ſhe ; how do I know, 
whether his Paſſion may not puſh him to Extre- 
mities ? I tremble for your Safety; and it is my 


Duty to do all in my Power to ſecure you from: 


Danger. | 

My earneſt Attention to Rametzi's Story had 
fixed my Eyes ſo ſtedfaſtly upon his, that no 
Doubt, he imagined I was endeavouring to recon- 
cile his Figure, at that Time, with that ardent 
Love which Likinda e: preſſed for him. Accord-- 
ingly, I ſee very plainly, ſaid he, that the lively. 
Paſſion which I deſcribe to you of that inchanting 
Creature, ſurprizes you greatly, on obſerving 


what an indifferent Mien I have at preſent ; and 


that it ſeems abſolutely incredible to you, that I 
ſhould have kindled ſo fierce a Flame in the Heart 
of a Perſon who. was mae to be adored by all 


Mankind: But, beſides Prepoſſeſſion, Fancy and 


Caprice, which were, perhaps, in my Favour, I. 
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had a never failing 
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was formerly thought, one of the moſt agreeable 
of my Sex; you will preſently be informed what 
has oecaſioned the Alteration, you now perceive 
in me. But to return whence 1 have digreſſed. 

After our Love had breathed out its firſt tender 
Proteſtations (for it will always have the Pre- 
eminence, even before the moſt urgent Affairs) 
it was reſolved, between Likinda and me, that, 
to eſcape the Purſuit, which would be made after 
me next Morning, we would betake ourſelves to 
Flight, and begone from Venice directly; we 
plighted our Troths, therefore mutually, to each 
other ; whilſt a truſty Attendant, on whom ſhe 
could rely, was ordered to find us out a Ship, 
which ſhould fail before Day. 

He returned ſoon, to acquaint us, that For- 
tune ravoured us; for there was a Brigantine, 
which was to weigh Anchor, in two Hours, and 
he had agreed for our Paſſage Likinda therefore 
packed up her Jewels, and what Money ſhe had 
by her, which was more than ſufficient for our 
- Preſent Neceſſities ; whilſt I, perfectly contented 
in the Poſſeſſion of her alone, did not trouble my 
Head about any Thing elſe; being aſſured 1 
Treaſure, in the Secrets 
whereof I was Maſter. | | : 

The Captain of the Veſſel gave us a moſt 
obliging Reception; and as ſoon as he had ſet 
Eyes on Likinda, would not ſuffer her to lie in 
any other Cabbin than his own ; which (as may 
be well imagined) was the handſomeſt, and moſt 
convenient in the Ship. We had given ourſelves 
out to be Brother and Siſter; on which Ac- 
count, I had a little Lodging aſſigned me, ad- 
Joining to that, the Captain had yielded to 

Likinda, „ | | 
— During 
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During the firſt Fortnight of our Voyage, we 
led the ſweeteſt and moſt charming Life imagi- 
nable ; Likinda loved me tenderly, and gave me 
a Thouſand endearing Proofs thereof. The Op- 
portunities, indeed, of converſing together alone, 
were very ſcarce ; which I could not bear without 
ſome Uneaſineſs ; but the ExpeQation of coming 
to Land, in a ſhort Time, made me put ſome 
Bounds to my Umpatience; when, alas! a vio- 
lent Storm, which drove us out to Sea again, 
occaſioned a moſt fatal Alteration: | 

Likinda, who being a Venetian ought to have 
been no Stranger to the Inconſtancy of the watry 
Element, was infinitely terrified at this Tempeſt ; 
and the Captain, on Pretence of her Youth, and 
the Confidence he repoſed in my Ability (for he 
begged me to give an Eye to the Helm) ſtaid in 
the Cabbin with her, whilſt the Men were work- 
ing the Ship, and endeavoured to diſpel her Fears. 
His ſecret Deſigns diſcovered themſelves during 
my Abſence; being inured to Storms and Dan-. 
gers, that, which had then happened, did not 
ſeem to him ſufficiently conſiderable, to divert 
him from the Purſuit of his Purpoſe. | 

In the mean while, the Storm abating, and 
the Wind ſhifting again, we again tacked about, 
and purſued our former . Courſe; I had taken 
Notice, that the Opportunities, which uſed to 
afford me ſometimes the Happineſs of converſing 
with my dear Likinda, had failed me all on a 
ſudden. This cauſed in me infinite Uneaſineſs ; 
I examined her Looks, and no longer found them 
ſo tender, or ſo punctual, to anſwer and meet 
mine. What do I ſay? I had ſurprized her, di- 
vers Times, fixing them on the Captain; He 
was handſome, well made, and of a good Mein: 
To be an Italian; to have never been captivated 
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before; and to love as paſſionately as I did then; 
was not all this enough to create a Jealouſy ? At 
other Times, we had uſed to ſit at Table till 
very late at Night; now, every one withdrew to 
Bed early, on Pretence of being tired: All theſe 
Circumſtances came into my Head at once; and 
I reſolved to be informed of the Truth, coſt 
what it would. IND 
I have already obſerved, that my Chamber 
was adjoining to that of Likinda; in Effect they 
were only ſeparated by a wainſcot Partition; but 
the Boards were ſo exactly joined, that there was 
not the leaſt Cranny, or Peep-Hole, to be found, 
whereby I might ſatisfy my Curiofity ; and, as 
for overhearing them, it was almoſt impoſſible, 
by Reaſon of the Rolling of the Veſſel; but of 
what is not Love and Jealouſy capable? I made 
an Excuſe to go into the Carpenter's . Cabbin, 
and ſeized, unperceived, on one of his Gimlets; 
this done, I watched a favourable Opportunity, 
and bored a Hole in the Partition” 
Every Thing ſeemed to contribute to my 
Deſign ; not only I was not interrupted, but the 
Hole was placed ſo conveniently, that, from 
thence, I could fee every Thing which paſſed in 
 Likinda's Chamber. Overjoyed with having 
thus happily dilpatched this Point, I waited, 
with the utmoſt Impatience, for the Hour when 
every one was to retire to Repoſe ; I even pre- 
tended, at Supper, to be troubled with the 
Head-Ach, that I might have a Pretence to 
withdraw the ſooner, without creating any Miſ- 
truſt in them, = | 
As ſoon as I was got into my Cabbin, I put 
out my Candle, that they might imagine I was 
zone to Bed; this done, I haſtened to the fatal 
Hole, with an aking Heart, and ſtood there 
| | above 
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above an Hour, with an Impatience which no- 
thing, but my Jealouſy, could have enabled me 
to ſupport. ” FER? 
At faſt the Moment, ſo much defired, arrived; 
and I faw Likinda enter with a Taper in her 
Hand ; but ſhe was all alone, and began to un- 
dreſs herſelf immediately : Heavens! how beau- 
tiful did ſhe then ſeem! O cruel adverſe For- 
tune l why haſt thou deprived me of fo many 
Charms? | 
However, I was greatly ſurprized that the 
Captain was not along with ber; for a Perſon, 
who is once infected with Jealouſy, is always de- 
ſirous of having ſome Proofs to confirm him in 
his Suſpicions; and I begun, already, to reproach 
myſelf with having done her great Injuſtice. 
But I did not long continue in the ſame Senti- 
ments; the Stay ſhe made at her Toilet, and 
the great Pains ſhe took to put on her Night- 
Clothes to the beſt Advantage, revived again - 
my Diſtruſt. Ek, | | 
Having at length made an End of this Part al- 
ſo of her Night Dreſs, and diſpoſed all, with an 
Art of which her Beauty did not ſtand the leaſt in 
Need, ſhe pulled ſomewhat out of her Pocket, 
and held it up to the Light, by the Means of 
which, I perceived it was a Box with a Picture 
therein. She ſeemed to gaze thereon with Plea- 
ſure, and, unleſs I was miſtaken, clapt it to her 
Mouth and kiſſed it. What did I not ſuffer at this 
Sight! Why was not I behind her, to ſee whom 
this Miniature reſembled! ?Tis the Captain's, 
undoubtedly, concluded I within myſelf. _ 
A Moment after, having conſidered a little, I 
began to take the Part of my Ingrate ; I recol- 
ledied, ſhe had told me at the Beginning of our 
Acquaintance, that ſhe had my Picture; 1 4 


med all my Suſpicions therefore; this Thought 
quite baniſhed. them all; I believed myſelf the. 
only Object of her Affections, and, accordingly, 
was tranſported within myſelf at this Imagination. 
Soon after Likinda got into Bed, and put out the. 
Candle, which laſt Proof of her Virtue made me 
alſo retire to my Repoſe, with ſo much the more 
oy and Comfort, as I had expected to have been 
itneſs to the blackeſt of Treaſons. 
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Rametzi'⸗ Suſpicions. What he obſerves the Night 
following. The dreadful Revenge he takes on 
Likinda. The terrible Conſequences of this 


Vengeance. 


N EXT. Morning J aroſe with ſuch. a viſible. 
Satisfaction in my Countenance, that every 
one imagined, my pretended. Head-Ach, to which 
they had imputed that Ill- Humour the Day before 
which I had not had the Power to difſemble, was 
quite gone off.; and accordingly congratulated me 
on my Recovery. Likinda was one of the firſt, 
who ſtrove to give me all imaginable Teſtimonies - 
of her Joy; which tranſported me ſo much, that, 
my Mind being at Eaſe with regard to her, I no 
longer beheld. her Actions with the ſame Eyes; 
and, notwithſtanding ſhe ſpoke divers Times that 
Day to the Captain, was not at all moved there- 

at; in Effect, we often juſtify or condemn Peo- 
ple, according as we are prepoſſeſſed in Favour of 

them, or prejudiced againſt them. 
I went to Bed, that Night, at my uſual 
Time; and was ſo exceeding merry, that it 
EY 3 Was 
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was thought, the Wine had got into my Head: 


As ſoon as I was in my Cabbin, I lay down to reſt 
directly, to puniſh myſelf, as I had reſolved, 
within myſelf, for my unjuſt Suſpicions the Night 
before; but, alas! this good Reſolution did not 


| laſt long; on Pretence of enjoying the Pleaſure, 


of ſeing the beauteous Likinda get into Bed, 
I aroſe again, and went to the fatal Peep- 


Hole. 


with Earneſtneſs; the Captain riſes up, and ſeems, 
to be making amorous Proteſtations. Ah! this 
is too much; I retire from the Hole quite exaſ- 
perated ; my Jealouſy cauſes me to imagine the 
Reſt ; there are a "Thouſand Ways, cried I, tran{- 


ported with Rage, to puniſh the guilty Wretch- 


es; I return to the Hole, defirous of viewing yet 
more, to add Fuel to the Fire: Alas! I can no 
longer ſee them! Where are they ? Love, per- 
haps, hides them with his Wings ! Is the Captain 
gone out? Likinda is virtuous; my Heart takes 
It may be ſhe is alone No, no, 
ſhe is falſe, and betrays me; I muſt be certain 
of my Fate. | 


Quite furious with Rage, I dreſs myſelf, run to 


the Cabbin-Door, and clap my Far thereto 
what do I hear ! Juſt Heaven! I can no longer 
be in doubt of my Misfortune; the Captain is ſtill 
with her ! I cannot aſcribe there being together, 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour to any other Motive, 
than a criminal Correſpondence ; my Paſſion runs 
away with me, let the whole World periſh, fo I 
am revenged— Where is now all the Benefit, 
of my ſo-much-boaſted Philoſophy, ſince it is not 
able, to get the better of my Diſtractions | 

| | | Nothing 


O Heavens! What do I ſee ! The Captain is 
with her at her Toilet; they are talking together 
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Nothing now has any Power over me but Ven- 
geance. I run to the Powder-Room; it is faſt. 
locked; every one, but thoſe on Deck, is aſleep; 
there are none to oppoſe my Terrible Deſign ;; 
Strength fails me, 1 can't break open the Door; 
in Fury, therefore, I ſet it on Fire. I expect. 
the Veſſel, then, to blow up in a few. Minutes; 
and reſolve, to make Uſe of that Reſpite, to in-- 
form the Criminals thereof; I am: willing they 
ſhould know from what Hand they receive their 
Puniſhment ; as alſo, that I am not a Stranger. 
to their Guilt. hs 
In order thereto, I thunder violently at the 
Door; No- body anſwers; this Silence entirely 
convinces me, of their being culpable ; I diſſem- 
ble Kindneſs, therefore, with Intent to ſurprize 
them; accordingly, open the Door, Likinda, cri- 
ed I; the Veſſel is on Fire; let me help you to 
_ eſcape ;, the Powder will ſoon blow it up. At 
this. dreadful News, the Door flies open; the 
Captain appears firſt; a Stab, with a Poniard, 
fells him down: Ah my dear Brother, cries Li- 
kinda Your Brother! O Heavens! What do I. 
hear, cries I, interrupting her? Ah! poor: /7z- 
kinda ! What have done? 
Having thus ſaid; I ſeized her round the Waſte, 
hoping ſtill to have Time enough to ſave her; I 
place her in the Boat, which happily had been. 
hoiſted out, the Veſſel not being far from Land; 
I call ſome Hands, to help Man it; they are juſt 
ready to cut the Rope, which faſtens it to the. 
Ship; when the Fire, catching hold of the Pow- 
der, blew.up both the one and the other, with 
ſuch a horrible Clap and Noiſe; as if all Nature 
had been falling into Confuſion, and returning to 
its primitive Chaos, 


1 . 

What became of all the Reſt, in this moſt 
dreadful Criſis, | know not ; but as for my own 
Part, I was carried up, as high as the middle Re- 
gion; which deprived me ot all my Senſes ; and, 
when I came againa little to mylelt, I tound my- 
felt in the Sea, terribly ſchorcht and burnt ; un- 
doubtedly, the Coolneſs of the Water, had reco- 
vered me from my Swoon, as well as the inex- 
preſſible Pain, proceeding from my Burns. 

Ihe natural Deſire, implanted in us all, of pre- 
ſerving our Lives, incited me to ſwim to a Bank 
of Sand, which was viſible above the Waves ; 
and which was not much above a Mile from Land. 


I was ſo greatly diſordered by my Fall from 


ſuch a Height, and in ſuch intolerable Torment 
with my Hurts, that I was, in a Manner, ſenſe- 
| leſs of any Thing, unleſs it was of Pain; and, in 
my Agony, withed twenty Times for Death 
breathing out repeated Complaints againſt Hea- 
ven, for having preſerved me both trom th 


Flames and the W aves. | 

This Reflection, recalling ro my Memory, the 
Loſs of the charming Liłi da: ſhe is innocent; 
cryed I, and I alone am guilty! the cruel Re- 
morſe, occaſioned by tt is 'I hought, quite over- 
came me: I tell a weeping bitterly ; and being 
neither able to ſupport the dreadful Remem- 
brance, nor yet to endure the inexpreſſible Tor- 
ture of my Bur: s, | took the Reſolution to throw 
myſelt again into the Sea, and ſuffer myſelf to 
fink to the Bottom | 

O cruel Death! Why didſt thou refuſe thy 
friendly Aſſiſtance, and afford that Satisfaction 
Nature oppoſed my Deſign ; and forced me to 
ſwim in Spite of myſelf: If I was but a Moment, 
without making Uſe of my Arms, the Water, 
which ran in at my Mouth, and was ready to 

> | ſtrangle 
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ſtrangle me, conſtraiged me to have Recourſe 
to them again. This Struggle laſted a good while, 
and as my Strength would have been quite ſpent 
at laſt, I ſhould have accompliſhed my Deſire ; 
had not ſome Fiſhermen come, in their Boat, to 
my Relief, imagining me to be ſtriving againſt 
the Waves, and taken me up, as I was juſt ſink- 
On coming a little to myſelf, I found myſelf 
in the Hands of a generous, and compaſſionate 
Nation ; who both ſhuddered with Horror, and 
| were moved with Pity, at my deplorable Condi- 
tion. . The poor Fiſhermen carried me charita- 
bly to their Hamlet, which was ſituated about 
four Leagues from Mar /eilles ; there I lay twen- 
ty-four Hours, ſtruggling between Life and 
Death, not only by Reaſon of the Torment I 
felt from my grievous Burns; but becauſe of my 
continual Deſire, to follow my deareſt Likinda 
into the Regions of eternal Night. | 
This Criſis was too violent to laſt long; I be- 
gan to recover ſome faint Glimmerings of Rea- 
ſon; I laid hold thereon; and had Recourſe to 
that Philoſophy, to which I had ſacrificed ſo much 
of my Time. I then recollected, that I was a 
Man, and that, as ſuch, I ought to bear up a- 
gainſt the Caſualties of Life, and the ſevereſt 
Shocks of adverſe Fortune. Contrary to my 
Expectation, I perſevered in this Greatneſs of 
Soul; and began, by endeavouring to procure | 
myſelf ſome Relief. To this End, 1 deſired the 
. «Charitable People about me, to gather me ſome 
Simples, whoſe Virtues: were known to me alone, 
and therewith made a Balſam, which ſoon healed 
me; but did not take away the Scars. 
As ſoon as | was entirely recovered, and had, in 
ſome Meaſure, compoſed my diſordered Mind, 


| my firſt Care was, to make a ſuitable Return to 


had ſo generouſly relieved me. In order, there- 


my Aſſiſtance, to bear me Company, 


myſelf in Danger of ſuffering Shipwreck, if not 


ſet out from Marſeilles, ina Poſt-Chaiſe, for this 


_ eaſily conceal myſelf, and ſpend the Remain- 


my own Mind, 
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the hoſpitable and charitable Fiſhermen, who 


to, having cauſed them to provide me what was 
neceſſary for that Purpoſe, I locked myſelf into 
my Chamber, and made therewith an Ingot 
of Gold; which I afterwards reduced into Duſt. 
'This done, I pretended to have ſome Buſineſs at 
Marſeilles; and got the Maſter of the Houſe, 
where I lodged, who was alſo the Perſon, who, 
together with his Sons, had come ſo ſeaſonably to 
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As we were on our Way thither, I acquainted 
him with my Buſineſs in that City; telling him 
in order to prevent all Suſpicion, that ſeeing 


worſe, I had provided myſelf, betore I got into 
the Boat wherein I was blown up, with a Bag 
of Gold-Duſt ; which I was then going to ſell, 
with Intent to reward him, for the tender Care 
he had taken of me. Hereupon, my Landlord 
was the firſt who told this Story to the Gold- 
ſmith ; of whom I received a conſiderable Sum, 
which I thankfully ſhared with the poor Fiſher- 
man; who having little expected, any ſuch Ge- 
neroſity, accepted it with inexpreſſible Joy; aſ- 
ſuring me, with a Heart overflowing with Grati- 
tude, that | had ſpoiled a Fiſnerman; having 
made him and his Family for ever. 

Having thus done, I provided myſelf every 
Thing neceſſary for a Journey, and immediately 
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great City ; as being a Place where | might moſt 


der of my Days, according to that Manner of 
Life, whereot I had before laid down a Plan in 
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On my Arrival at Paris, I ſhut myſelf up in 
"the firſt Lodging I. could find, and made a large 
Quantity of Gold; this dane, | went to an Ec- 
cleſiaſtic, who was a Man of an extenſive Chari- 
ty, and unblemiſhed Character, and gained him 
entirely over to my Intereſt; by delivering into 
his Hands, a conſiderable Sum, to be by him diſ- 
tributed, at his Diſcretion, amongſt ſuch Poor as 
were real Objects of Charity; promiſing him 
at the ſame Time, an equivalent Donative every 
Tear. 

Having thus made ſure of him, ad bound him, 
under the Seal of Confeſſion, never to mention 
me, nor any Thing relating to me (that he 
might not be ſurprized at ſuch an uncommon 
Liberality) 1 pretended to him that I was a Mer- 
chant who had gained an immenſe Eſtate by 
Commerce; and that, being reſolved to ſpend 
the Remainder of my Days in Retirement, I was 
willing to allot great Part of it for the Relief of the 
nfortunate. 

Having thus oremiſed, I got him to purchaſe 

me this Houſe under a borrowed Name; it be- 
ing in a very Bye-part of the Town: I likewiſe 
- prevailed on him, to procure me ſuch Domeſticks 
as he could rely on, for their Honeſty, Fidelity, 
and Capacity, in their reſpective Stations; and 
"inſiſted on being waited on after my own Man- 
ner; which is, never to ſee them, or be ſeen by 
them. 8 
To this End, they prepare and dreſs every 
Thing neceſſary for my Subſiſtence, and leave it 
for me, at ſuch 2 as J appoint, in the Places 
where order them; into which they never enter, 
till Notice is given them, by my ringing a Bell, 
that I am gone from thence. They have InſtruQti- 


ons in Writing, under wy Hand, about all they 
are 


3 [ 231 ] 

are to do; and find, every Month, upon the Ta- 
ble in the Dining-Room, the Money neceſlary for 
Houſe-keeping and their own Wages: Neither 
have I had any Correſpondence, even with my 
Steward, but by Writing. 
My Laboratory is in a very private Place, un- 
known to any One, and next to impoſſible to be 
found out ; and therein, at the Beginning, I ſpent 
the greateſt Part of my I ime ; never ſtirring out 
above once a Year, when I uſed to carry a large 
Sum to the Eccleſiaſtic betore-mentioned, for the 
Relief of the Poor, which Charity has gained him 
over ſo abſolutely to my intereſt, that he has kept 
my Counſel inviolably. 

| ſhould fill have led the fame Kind of Life; 
and, perhaps, Length of Time, together with a 
cloſe Application to Buſineſs, might have baniſh- 
ed from my Memory the Idea of Likinda, had it 
not been for an Accident which at once recalled 
to my Mind,. both her Loſs, and my ſevere Mis- 
fortune, and which has made ſo deep an Impreſ- 
ſion upon me, that, ever ſince that Time, | have 
been wandering all over the Town, unſettled and 
forlorn. have even taken Notice myſelf that my 
Head has been ſo much affected therewith, that 
my Underſtanding is touched; and were it not for 
ſome invaluable Elixirs, kaowe to me alone, 
which correct the peccant Humours of my diſor- 
dered Brain, I ſhould, before now, have been ſtark 
ſtaring mad. 

About three Months ago, I was returning from 
the Country, where I had been to gather Simples. 
I faw a prodigious Multitude aſſembled together 
on the Banks of the Seine. I was deſirous of know- 
ing what had occaſioned ſo vaſt a Concourſe, and 
_ accordingly went up thither, as well as the Reſt 
of the World. Never before had my Eyes been 

A 2 entertained - 
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entertained with ſo glorious and charming a Sight. 
A Thouſand Pleaſure-Boats and Barges, the one 
finer than the other, and full of a numerous and 
dazzling Company of beautiful young Ladies, and 
Gentlemen of DiſtinQtion, who were vying with 
each other, who ſhould diſplay moſt Magnificence, 
had met there together, to behold ſome Fire- 
Works, which, according to Appearance, were to 
be the moſt admirable that had ever yet been 
ſeen. | - 
In the mean while, to paſs away the Time till 
the Hour appointed for this publick Rejoicing, a 
Hundred Diverſions amuſed them moſt agreeably. 
I took a View of theſe pleaſing and care-diſpelling 
Entertainments, till the Sound of the muſical In- 
ſtruments, whereof I had always been very fond, 
cauſed an Fmotion in me, and recalled to my 
Mind inſenſibly the Loſs of Likinda. My Eyes, 
likewiſe, being fixed upon the Palace which fa- 
ced the Fire-Works, it brought to my Remem- 
brance the dreadtut Effects of the Powder, and 
the fatal Moment when the Veſſel and Boat, with 
all in them, were blown up. 5 x 
This Heart-breaking Idea made me fetch a deep 
Sigh; and not being in a Place where I could 
freely give Vent to my Grief, I endeavoured to 
break through the Crowd, in order to be gone 
from thence. I had almoſt compaſſed my Deſire, 
and was juſt ready to get away from this Con- 
courſe of Spectators, when a Mourning-Coach 
and ſix Horſes prevented my advancing farther, 
and I was going to open myſelf another Paſſage, 
when a Lady who was in the Coach, incited, no 
Doubt, thereto by the Clamour of the Multitude, 
utting her Head out at the Door, her Sight 
ur me to the Soul; I thought I beheld Likin- 
da; ſo much did every Feature reſemble her. 
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My Surprize made me give a great Cry, which 
drew her Eyes upon me; Ah! undoubtedly it is 
ſhe, cried I out again! Having thus ſaid, ſo great- 
ly was I affeCted, that | fainted away. I neither 
know how long 1 continued in my Swoon, nor 
Who fetched me out of it, but the Coach being 
gone, when 1 recovered, the firſt Thing I did, 
as ſoon as I opened my Eyes, was to enquire 
which Way it had taken; and, being informed, 
_ notwithſtanding my Weakneſs, I followed after 
it, with the greateſt Eagerneſs. 


1 U 
dees no cee. 


CHAP. '. 


Th Sequel of the Story of Rametzi and Likinda, 
The Service n of Bigand. 


M * Purſuit after it, however, was to no 
Purpoſe; for my Illneſs had continued fo 
long, that it was got ſo far before I came to my- 


. felf, that all my Endeavours to overtake it were 


fruitleſs. I went Home, therefore, in the utmoſt | 

Anguiſn and Dejection of Mind; and not a Day 

haas paſſed over my Head ſince, but I have ſpent 
great Part thereof in Queſt of Likinda. 

In vain do J repreſent to myſelf, that an agreea- 
ble Illuſion cauſed, very probably, by an Air of 
Reſemblance, has impoſed upon my Fancy; and 
that, therefore, I ought to give over my fatiguing 
Search: Scarce has a Night's Repoſe refreſhed 
me after the Toils of the Day before; but a 
Glimmering of Hope, which never forſakes me, in- 
duces me again to ramble all over the Town, flat- 
tering myſelf with the Imagination, that I ſhall at 
laſt meet again that dear Object of my Aﬀec- 

tions. | 
The Loſs of all my Labour, and my Wearlnels 
provokes and exaſperates me againſt every Thing 
that comes in my Way: In this my ill Humour I 
ſpare No-body ; and when a Moment of ſerious 
| RefleQion Tecals to my Mind all I have ſaid, _ 
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all 1 han done, I grow ſenſible, and am ſo e | * 


at it, that I am on the Point of becoming diſtract- 
ed. Rametzi having concluded here his Relation, 
fixed his Eyes upon the Floor, and fell into a 
profound Study; ſeeming quite buried in 
"Thought. 

In EffeQ, this extraordinary Story made me 
melancholy alſo in my Turn; and 1 was ſincerely 
and heartily concerned tor this unfortunate Stran- 
ger; accordingly, gave him to underſtand as 
much, in ſuch lively Terms, that he ſeemed 
entirely convinced thereof, lifting up his Eyes 
therefore, again, and fixing them upon me; 
did not in the leaſt doubt, ſaid he, but the Reci- 
tal IJ have juſt made you of my unfortunate Ad- 
ventures would infinitely move your Pity; and, 
indeed, I deſerve it ſo much the more, as my 
Misfortunes ſurpaſs thoſe of other Men, as having 
fear, through my own groundleſs Jealouſy and 
raſh Revenge, been myſelf the Occaſion of all 
this Remorſe, which is no ſmall has; to 
my Sorrows, 

In Effect, muſt not you alſo agree with" me, 
that, after loſing 1 in ſuch a Manner all that I had 
dear to me in the World, I am ſtill in Danger of 
ſeeing myſelf deprived of the moſt invaluable of 
all Bleſſings. All I had left was a little Reaſon, 
and I grow more and more ſenſible from Day to 
Day that it begins to be diſordered, and to degene- 
rate into Folly and Diſtraction. Have I not even 
now given you a convincing Proof thereof ; I have 
hardly the leaſt Knowledge of you, and yet I re- 
Poſe a Confidence in you, and acquaint you with 
every Thing relating to me; to crown all, | bring. 
you Home with me, and put it in your Power — 

. make 


1 
make your own Court at my Expence, by diſco- 
vering and ruining me. | 
Think not, however, that I have done all this, 
in Spite of my Teeth; my Diſtraction is, in ſome 
Meaſure, governed by Reaſon; I am reſolved, at 
any Rate, either to find Likinda again, or put an 
End to my own Days; I am not able, alone, to go 
through the whole Fatigue of ſuch a Search ; I had 
reſolved, therefore, to look out for Somebody as 
' miſerable as myſelf, in whom I might find my ſe- 
cond Self; I meet you in a Tavern, you endea- 
voured to enter into Diſcourſe with me; and i am 
diſtruſtful of you; nevertheleſs, your Garb, 
which ſeems evidently to declare the utmoſt 
Poverty; your Story, whether true or falſe; 
and your DiſtraQion of Mind, which I ſup- 
poſe reſembles mine, all theſe Circumſtances 
determine me in your Favour. 5 
Tou may now, I believe, conceive my 
View in pitching upon you; I ſhall ſay no 
more; but (Whether you agree or not to 
Deſire) I forewarn you of one thing, which is, 
that 1 have an infallible Means to ruin you, 
ſhould you make an ungenerous Uſe of this my 
Confidence in you; whereas, on the contrary, 
ſhould you be fo lucky as to be the Means of 
my again finding my deareſt Likinda, a moſt 
ſplendid Fortune ſhall he the Reward of your 
Zeal and Integrity” | F 
This Speech made a deep Impreſſion upon me; 
not ſo much by Reaſon of his Threats to ruin 
me, if I baſely abuſed the Truſt he ſo generouſly 
repoſed in me, as of the happy Change in mz 
Fortune, with the Hopes of which he had 0 
agreeably flattered me, and which I was fully: 
convinced it was in his Power to make good, Wy Wh, 
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the Recital he had juſt made me of his Life. I 
endeavoured, $6 to. diſpel whatever 
Doubts he might have of my ſincere Diſpoſition 
to ſerve him, and keep his Secret; and to give 
him an unqueſtionable Proof thereof, acquainted 
him, in my Turn, with the Adventures, and the 
new Buſineſs | had undertaken. 

This Information was received with an Air of 
Satisfaction and Iranquillity; you. have flattered 
me with ſuch Hopes, ſaid he, as I never durſt 
freely give way to before; your briſk, lively, 
and enterprizing Temper, your Frankneſs, in 
not making a Secret to me of what has befallen 
you, with that buly inquiſitive Inchration, that 


ſeems to have been, in a Manner, born with un 


almoſt perſuade me, you will ſucceed in your 
Search; and that you may be the better able ſo 
to do, I will ſupply you with whatever Money 
you want. 

In order to render the Taſk yet more eaſy to 
you, continued he, I have an infallible Means, 
to prevent your being miſtaken in Likinda, ſhould 
ſhe fortunately happen to be at Paris; J have 
| ſome of her Pictures here; and you may judge, 
when you have once ſeen them, whether it is pars 
fible for you to be deceived in her. 

Having thus premiſed, Rametzi roſe up, d 
carrying me into a Cloſet, opened a rich Caſket, 
from whence - he took a PiQure in N iniature: 
This, ſaid he, putting it into my Hands, is the 
perfect Likeneſs of her, whoſe Loſs is the Cauſe 
of all my Misfortunes ; it was drawn by One of 

the greateſt Maſters in Europe; and it was from 
this Original, the Copy was taken, which I ſhall 
ſhew you preſently. 

We paſled on, then, from thence into a pri- 
vate Apartment, that was inexpreſſibly 1 

8 cent; 
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cent; but nevertheleſs, the Picture of Lilinda, 
which I there beheld drawn at full Length, was 
its greateſt and moſt valuable Ornament: She 
was repreſented as placed upon an Aſcent of 
three Steps, and under a Canopy of Crimſon 
Velvet, fringed with Gold. I could not look 
upon this Maſter-piece of Art, without the ut- 
moſt Admiration ; and was no longer furprized, 
that the Perſor, of whom this was the perfect 
Reſemblance had been capable of inſpiring ſuch 
lively and unbounded Paſſions  * ih 
_ © Rametzi reading my very Thoughts, in the 
profound Surprize, that was viſibly painted in 
my Looks, imagined he ſaw himſelf, in the 
Emotions, it cauſed in me; and the ſudden Ex- 
_ clamations, I could not help making at the Sight 


pol ſo inchanting a Piece, extorted from my new 


Acquaintaneę, the moſt flattering Compliments, 
What ſhall J not owe you, ſaid he, if you are 
the Means of my again finding Litinda? Why 
may not ſhe have eſcaped that dreadful Danger, 
as well as I? That Fainting wherewith I was 
ſeized, is it not an evident Proof of her being in 
the Coach before-mentioned? And that Livery 
of Sorrow, worn not only by herſelf, but her 
Equipage, muſt undoubtedly be for the Loſs of 
her Brother, and perhaps of myſelf. | 
In order to pleaſe Rametzi, I readily agreed; 
to whatever he advanced, upon this Head ; 
though, at the Bottom, I very much queſtioned, 
Likindd's having eſcaped the Danger, whereof 
he had given me ſo terrible a Deſcription ; I pro- 
miſed him, however, that I would exert my ut- 
moſt Abilities to proceed In this ſo ardently deſired 
Diſcovery; and would eſpouſe his Intereſt, as 
earneſtly as if it were my own: And that he 
might be the more fully ſatisfied of my Zeal _ 
. | | Bis 
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his Service, I acquainted him with the Means 
I intended to uſe, the better to obtain my Ends, 
Rametzi approved thereof, and gave me before- 
hand, a thouſand Thanks, for the Pains I was 
willing to bear for that Purpoſe. 

It was afterwards, agreed between us, that \ we 
ſhould always be once a Week at the Tavern 
| where we firſt met; and that, from thence, he 
ſhould take me Home with him, where we would 
give each other a mutual Account, both of what 
might relate to Likinda, and of various Adven- 
tures which this otir Search ROO in all Proba- 

ility occaſion. 


The End of the SECOND PART. 
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